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I. OneStion. | 


WHY ARE YOU 
A 


CATHOLIQUE? 


The Anſwer (enlarged in this 
Second edition) follows. 


II. Que$tion. 
BUT 
WHY ARE YOU 
A 


PROTEST ANT? 


An Anſwer attempted (in vain. ) 


/%y - ung, Pet. 3. 15 9: > 


Be ready always to give an anſwer to every man that © 


asketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in you, 
with meekneſ+ and reverence. 
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Permiſſu Superiorum. / T2 


Chriſtian Reader. 


T was in Obedience to the defire of an Honour- 
1 able Friend 2hat this following Diſcourſe was 
| written that it was confined to ſuch narrow 
bounds, and that it is now publiſhed. He thought 
it requiſite that ſuch Catholicks as are not at leaſure 
toread Volums of Controverſies, ſhould be inſtrudted 
how to give arational account to Modern Scaries, 
Why they are Catholicks : aud he thought alſo that 
ts juſtifie ſuch their Profeſſion, a long Diſcourſe 
would not be neceſſary. This oceaſioned the following 
Anſwer to the Qteſtion propoſed in the Title : 
which Anſwer, if rational and ſatisfattory,will pre- 
vent , or rather determine, all other particular Que- 
{tions about Religion , the debating of which fur- 
niſhes the world with Books to fill great Librarics. 
But what fate ſiever ſhall bef ull this Anſwer in the * 
eſteem of Readers, certain it is that the method of 
- it # wnqueſtionably uſeful, by which # ſhewed that 
| the Controverhie about the Church is firſt of all to 
be ſeriouſly debated : becauſe what Party ſoever ſhall 
be able to give convincing Proots that their Church 
n , 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


i4 the ſame, or a true Member of the ſame Church 
which we believe in the Creed, ſhall thereby evince 
that all accuſations laid againſt ber are falſe and 
gronndleſs, and all ſeparation from her damnable. 
And on the other ſige it will be to wo purpoſe to exa- 
mine the Tenets of a Church already prejudged to be 
a falſe Church, that is, to want the inſeparable 
Marks of a true Church, ſignified by theſe words 
32 our Creeds, Oncz Holy,Catholique and Apoſto- 
lique Church,denoting Unity of Faith, SanRity of 
Diſcipline , Wniverſality and uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion of Teachers and Governors from the Apo» 
{tles, to be neceſſary Signes of 2 true Church. 

Now for as much as regards the following Dil- 
courle, if azy one ſhall think fit to undertake a Re- 
ply to it , he may pleaſe totake notice, that (unleſs 
be intead to make quarrels uſeleſs and endleſs ) the 
o1ly proper Reply will be bs Anſwer to anotber 
like Qudtion , which be may ſuppuſe to be propoſed 
to bim'by a Catholique , viz. How can a Proteſt- 
ant think himſelf fate in a Congregation which 
never was incorporated in any Church whatſoc- 
vcr exiftent bctore the (pretended ) Reformation? 
Thx Queſtion , if ſeriouſly and ratiogally reſolved , 
and eſpccially if the Reſolution of it be juſtified by 
Authorities of (by us all approved) Ancient Ca- 
tholique DoCtors , it will thex only be eſteemed of 
conſiderable force againſt this filowing Anfwer to 
th: Queſtion, Why arc you a Catholique ? 

Now in this renewed Impreſſion , the Audhor 
tvorght expedient that ſuch a Second Qu«ttionſharld 


be 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


be propoſed, as by a Catholique to 2 Proteſtant, 
demanding reciprocally of bim, Why are You a 
Proteſtant ? To which Queſtion an Anſwer's fram- 
ed, the moſt ſuitable to Proteſtants grounds, that 
the Anthor could deviſe. 

He 4s nat 4gnorant that thu faſhion of writing 
Controverlies Dialogue-wnſe i oft obnoxious to 
exceptions,and not unjuſt ſuſpicions of partiality and 
prevarication , - For indeed we ſometimes ſee Dia- 
logues, 3 which the Authours, (who may make 
their pretended Adverſaries 29 ſpeak as they them- 
-Wues pleaſe) do put fooliſh Anſwers into theiy 
» ths, and then laugh at them, preſuming therc= 
by to have gained a Victory. 

But ſuch a poor ſhift as this the Authour proteſts 
againſt. The allegations againſt the Roman Church 
brought in by the Proteſtant, are, in the Authours 
opinion, the moſt conſiderable that are to be found a- 
mong Proteltant Controvertiſts , which allegations 
he is permitted alſo to deliver in a ſtile, for its ſharp= 
eſs, becoming a Proteſt aut now 4 la Mode. True 
it is, the Authour could nt prſfibly make bim an- 
ſwer pertinently, and diredly t9 the Queſtion. 
But whoſe fault is that ? No ſuch Anſwer, with to- 
derable ſatisfatiion, us far as 4bhe Authour could in- 
form bimfelf, could be found in Rerum natura. 

Now if any Proteſtant Reader ſhall diſiike theAus 
thour's z2xtroducing bis Proteltant ſome timesrelent- 
ngor convinced that ſowee Catholique DoCtrines are 
to1 oft faily&malicicuſly repreſeated by Adverlarics, 
the Authours exerſe muſt be, that bc h.2ving accord- 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


ing to by conſcience demonſtrated fo much, bis duty 
was to ſhew bis Adverfary a rati-mal , honeſt man, 
that is, ſuch a one as will bc ſatisfied with reaſon : 
eud indeed with no other is he willing to treat. 

However, if this do not content the Reader, he 
may do well to frame a better Proteſtant Anſwer to 
the general Queſtion | Why are you a Proteſtant? } 
Bret except ſuch his Anſwer be indeed preciſely per- 
tinent, and proper to the clearing his Church frone 
the Charge of Schitm, either by ſhewing that ſhe 3s 
zndeed a true Member', incorporated into the Body 
of the Catholique Church, believed i ory Common 
Crecd 3 Or that ſhes innocent, and not chargeable 
with Schilm , thoxgh ſhe be not , yea abhorrs to be, 
fo incrporated;, be would do much better to ſave bis 
labour. No other Anſwer can be pertinent : No ex- 
eurfions into Invectiver againſt any other Church, 
or Churches, will be at all to the purpoſe. Except 
therefore the pretended Anſwer be qualified as hath 
been ſaid, be muſt give the preſent Authour leave 
to protcſt againſt it , as no An{wer at all : notwith- 
ftanding which proteſtation the Proteſtant may, and 
jrobably will, take leave to think, and proclame it 
x14n{werable. 

Now the rather to invite him to undertake ſuch 8 
ju't., thowugh unuſual, and bithberto wnpradiiſed a 
Tasx, the Authonr des bere freely acknowlefe, that 


that 
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that was a principal End of bis Writing and publifh- 
ing this Diſcourſe : for the truth is, the world bx 
been too long, and too much, abuſed with imperti- 
vencies and malicious Buftonries , to the perverting 
of ſouls, encreaſe of Atheilm, and ſhame of cxcr 
Nation. 

Anothes conſiderable Motive alſo of compoſing this 
fort Diſcourſe, was 2 defire in the Authour to tzke 
occaſion to deliver briefly the Catholique Church's 
DoGrines, as they are in themſelves, and freed 
fromthe curious fancies of School-men,and miſprifis 
ex of SeCtarics, to the Glory of God, 21d the goo 
of Souls ; 
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| Why are you a Catbolick ? 
? A 
DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN A 


|IPROTEST ANT. 


AND A 
$. I: 
Proteſtant. FF 7 HY are you a Catholick,? 
1 Catholick: B:caule I am @ 
| Chriſtian, and by the Rule of Chriſtian Faith (the 


7 Apottles Creed) am vbligcd to believe the holy Ca- 
#bolick, Church: 


Prot, , .Did not you believe that Article before 
you wy a Catholick? - 


' 
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2 Why are you a Catholick 2 


Cath. I thought indeed at that time that I had 
believed itz but have found ſince that I only 
thought fo. 

Prot. It ſeems then, you do not think that I 
believe this Article, as well as you. 

Cath. 1 am ſure that by vertue of this Article 
you are not obliged to be a' Proteſt ant- 

S. 2. Prot. Perhaps we do not agree in the 
ſence of this Article 

Cath. It may well be fo : therefore for a tryal 
give me leave to propoſe a few Dueſtions to you. 

Prot. Ask what you pleaſe. 


Cath. Firſt then , when you ſay you bhelicve the 
holy Catholick, Church, do you not belicve this 
Church to be one Body, as St. Par expreſly teach- 
es, ſaying, There is one Body, one Spirit, as there is 
one Hope of our cailing, one Lord, one Faith, oze 
Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, &c. Epheſ.4. 
4+5-6. and as we protcls inthe following Creeds 
of the Church. | | 

Prot. Ycs,, I bclicve the truc Caibolick Church 
of Chriſt to be one Body. 

S. 3- And do you not further believe, that 


this Chixch of Chriſt ſhall continue oze Body till 


the end of the world? 

Prot. Yes doubtleſs 3 for' otherwiſe the | time 
might come, MAwhich this: Article of. our Faith 
ſhould be falſe : and alſo Chris promiſe [ That 
the Gates of Hell ſhould. :uevcr prevail againſt \bis 

burch) (bould fail, | 3 
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6. 4+ Cath. In profeſling ſuch a Belicf of this 
Article, doyou not alſo intend thereby to acknoyws- 
ledg, your (elf 2 Member of this oxze Catholick 
Church ? 

Prot. Yes, without doubt. 

Cath. You cannot ſurely think it a matter in- 
different whether you be a Member of this oxe 
Church, or not. 

Prot, No , by no means : On the contrary x 
acknowledg, that whoſoever is ſeparated from 
this one Church of Chrift , and dics in that ſepara» 
tion, cannot be ſaved. 

S. 5. Cath. Thus farthen we both agree. Let 
us further, if you pleaſe, conſider, What a Church 
mm general is, I mean a Chriſtian Church. 

Prot. I conceive it to be a Society of Men and 
Women publickly protefſing that Religion which 
they bclieve to have been taught by Chriſt. 

S. 6. Cath. But every Society thus profeſſing, 
15 it thereby the ſame Church which we are taught 
to believe in the Creed ? 

Prot. It 1s at leaſt a part of that Church. 
Cath. Are then Societics of Hereticks and Schiſ< 
»aticks part of that ove Chwrch, ſince they alſo 
mg the Religion which they believe to have 
ecn taught by Chriſt ? 

Prot. No: For they cut themſelves off from 
this ove Church, cither by inventigg New and 
falleDoGrincs, which renders then Hereticks, 
that is, Chuſers of a new Faith : Or by diſobey- 
{ing the Lawtul Commands of this ene Churb, 


_ — C OD _ 


4 Why are you a Catholique? 


which renders them Scbiſmaticks, that is, Rebe!:, 

S. 7. Cath. Can any Socicty be called oxe Bo 
dy, or Corporation, unleſs it be xnited by common 
received Lars and Governors ? 

Prot. Inow bcgin to perceive whither you 
would lead me, Therctore I muſt adviſe well 
leſt I engage my ſclt too farr by an haſty anſwer 
to this Q «tion. 

Ca:h. Sir it is not Victory, but Truth we now 


regarl. Theretore {peak not of bcing exgaged, | 
but freely recal any Anſwer you have, or ſhall : 
give,it you find cauſc. And as for the preſentQueſti- + 
on, conſider well what that is which makes a 
Society, as a Kingdom, a Province, an Army, a 
City, a Corporation to become one Body. Is it | 


not an Obligation impoſcd on thoſe who live 
reſpeively in any of thele, to be ſubject to the 
peculiar Government and Laws there eQabliſhed? 
This appears plainly, in that whereſocver any 


one obſtinatly refuſes ſuch ſubmiſſion, he is e(- _ 


teemed and treated as a Rebel, a Fugitive, an 
outlawed perſon, and utterly deprived of all Pri- 
vilcdges and emoluments belonging to the faid 
Body. 

Prot. This connot be denyed. 

Cath. Apply this then to God's Church. &t. 


Paul (ays exprelly, it is oxe Body: your Creed ob- | 


liges you to call it One ; The Scripture compares 
it to a City at Unity in it ſelf : and to a well or- 
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ered Army with Banners, under which all Sol- | 
Gicrs arc reduced in their ranks, expe&ing the? 
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Generals command, fignifycd by ſubordinate offs” 
cers. Such a ſociety is Gods Church : It is the 
Kingd»m of Chriſt , which if once divided cannot 
ſtand. But by his promiſe it (and no other King- 
dome b- ſides it | ſhall ſtand for ever 3 & therctoreit 
ſhall never be Divided, but all its members ſhall 
continue in their order. Now what makes ſuch 
Order z but ob:dience to Government and Laws ? 
Can you Imagine any other, excluding this? 
Prot. I mult confeſs, I cannot, For it 15 plain, 
that where every one will be a Law to himſelf, 


;th:re can be no Order nor Unity, nothing but 


contuſion and endleſs Diviſions. 

Cath. Hcnce it follows then, that the Church 
muſt necclarily conlilt of Teachers and Diſciples, 
of Governors and Subjefs. 

Prot. That is granted. 

Cath. And conlequently,that it is a Viſible Socie- 
$y. 

n Prot. Trac: forotherwiſe none will be able to 


' know whom, or what, to obey : No Socicty can 


be inviſible to the members of it : and it is not a 
Socicty,it the Governors or Teachers in it be invi- 
ible, and the Laws unknown. 

6. 8. Cath.By whom have theſe Teachers and 
Governors been appointed in the Church? 


Prot. St- Paul intorms us, Epheſ.4.1 1.1 213+ 


laying, Chriſt gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Pro- 
phets, and ſome Evangclijts, and ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers, for the perfetiing of the Saints , for the 


work, of te Miniſtery, for the edifying of the Body 
= o 
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of Chriſt : Till we all come in the unity of the Faith 
andof the knowledyg of the Son of God unto a perfed 
man, &c. So allo we read in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews , No man taketh thu honour to himſelf , 
but he that 44 called of God, as was Aaron. 
Heb, 9 *4- 


$. 9. Cath. This being ſo, are not they who 
are Diſciples in Gods Church, obliged in conſci- * 


ence to believe their Teachers, and Swbjeds to 
obey their Governors 2? 

Prot. Yes, without doubt : But yet with this 
condition , that theſe Teachers teach truth, and 
theſe Governors command lawtul things. 

Cath. But is every Szbje& to be a Fudg whe- 
ther the DoErine taught him be true, and the 
thing commanded lawtul ? 

Prot. The Scripture 1s to be Judg between 
them. 

Cath. Indeed that which you ſay would be to 
ſome purpole,it the Scripture could ſpeak and an- 
{wer the Readers Queſtions & Doubts,as we two 
can do to one another. But the Scriptzre being 
only a I/riting, and by conſequence incapable of 
interpreting its own meaning whenſoever any 
doubt of its true ſence ariſes , if it may be permit- 
ted to every Chriſtian to judg of his Teachers 
Doctrines ' by examining them by Scripture , 
the Church may as well be without Teachers. 

$. 10+ Prot. I know no remedy : For lince it is 
evident to us, that there is on Earth no viſible 
*wntailblc Gride and Tyterpreter of Scripture , we 


{ 
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cannot rely upon any Man, or any Society of 
Mcn, ſo as to remain ſecure that they will not 
miſlead us, either out oft ignorance or ſecular in- 
terelts. Theretore we mult leave to all Chriſtians | 
a judgment of diſcretion ,, to diſcern by the Light of | 
Gods word, whether their Tezchors guide them in 
the way of Truth, or not. Every one mult take 
the beſt courſe he can , not to fall into any dan- 
gerous Error. And ſince Eternity depends upon it, 
it is not likely that men will wiltully miſinterpret 
Scripture to their own deſtruction; eſpecially in 
Points Fundamental, which are {oclearly {ct down 
in Scripture, that no ſober Enquirer can be miſ- 
takcn in them. 

Cath. Well Sir, I have at preſent done asking 
©neſtions , and now ( better enabled by what you 
have ſaid ) will endeavor to give you a fuller An- 
ſwer to the Dueſtion you propoled in the begin- 
ning, viz. 

I hy are you a Catbolick ? 

S. r1, Firlt then, Sir, I am a Catholich becauſe 
I believe that Chriſt the Author and Finiſher of onr 
Faith 1s inhnitely both good, wiſe and omnipotent. 
His goodneſs inclined him to come down into this | 
world to {ave mankind, by cftabliſhing a Church 
upon earth, which ſhould remain till the end of 
the world, and in which the way to Heaven ſhould 
be ſo taught, as nut only the Wile and Learned, 
but the Poor, Simple and Ignorant alſo ſhould by 
Faith and Obedience be made partakers of Eter- | 
mm] Happinels. Now his goudneſs having delign- 
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ed thiss his wiſdom enabled him toappoint waye 


; and means proper to eticct that his bleſſed De- 


ſignz and omnipotence, to make thoſe means ſuc- 
ceistul, 

S. 12. The general efficacious means to accom» 
pliſh this, are firit, The revealing his whole will to 
bi Church? which we acknowledg to be ſufficient- 


ly done in Holy Seriptrre,as to all points ablolute » , 


ly neceſſary to Salvation, though in all thoſe 
points not lo clearly to every one, that without a 


Teacher their ſenſe may not be miſtaken : Nei- | 


ther doth Scripture make an expreſs diſcernment 
ot what points are neceſſary, And ſecondly , The 
aſſiſting of this his Church with fidelity and a con- 
ſtant performance of her duty in declaring all ne- 
c:iſary Divine Truth manifeſted to her,to.her Sub- 
z<&s 3 with a command, that all Chriſtians ſhould 
obcy and ſubmit to what ſhe ſhall teach or en- 
joyn them. 

Gol having thus revealed his whole Will to 
his oe Catb-lique Church , it neccſlarily and cvi- 
dently follows. 1. That Tgyoraxce, or Error, in 
any Points of Chriſtian DuC&trine neceſſary to 
Silvation, is damnable. 2, That #2 Separation 
from this oxe Charch is damnable alſo, upon 
what pretence ſoever the ſeparation be made. 

$. 1 >. Now toavoid eternal Milery thus threat- 
ned by Error or Schiſm,only one ot theſe two ways 
Is pollivle. J » By Ones Own light to penetrate into 
all Myltcrizs, fo as to bs molt firmly aſſured of a 
Tight underſtanding of all necellary veritics re- 


vealed 
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vealed by God in Holy Scriptures. 2. Or out of a 
diſtruſt of our own abilities to ſubmit our Reaſon 
and internal Aſſent to Autbority. The f'rmer of 
eſe ways, all Sets divided from the Rom # 
hurch, and among themſelves, do unitormly 
take, being forced hereto by denying any viſible 


Society of men to have any authority obliging the 


Conſcienccs of their Subje&s : and by conleqence 
they have all, if any, an equal Title ( that 15 in- 


deed equally none at all ) tochallenge beliet, one 


fas well as another ; neither can they rati- 
zonally, withont deſerting their common Ground, 
4condemn , or excommunicate one another. The 
[Litter way we Cathilicks only tak2, and, as we 
think, prudently and furely. 

S. 14. For Sir, I beſcech you to conſider what 


2 abuſy, laborious task you have undertaken by 
| being a Proteſtant, of what Sed among them ſo- 


ever you are. Before you can promile to your 


: felt any reſt of mind in the Peculiar Fundamental 


Dotrines of your Se, your Confcience muſt fa- 
tity you that you have not embraced a Re- 
ligion by hazard, but after a diligent, ſincere and 
cficctual examination of all the Reaſons and argu- 
ments, not only of Catholicks ſubmitting to 4#- 
thority, but alſlc of other Sefaries, who proceca- 


, Ing your way of intcrpreting Seripture by a pri- 


vate light, do condemn your Dotirixes; or whoſe 
Dottrines you condemn. To b:able todo all this, 
how many Volums ot Controverſy are you obliged 
to read and examine ? Bclides this, it will be ab. 
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ſolutely neceſſary that you be perfectly ſtudycd 
in all the Books of Scripture, with the beſt Com- 
mentarics on them, both Ancient and Moders 
fince you ground your Religion upon a 
ſ:nſe of Scripture , which perhaps not any 
of them will allow, and then in equity you 
are to examine their reaſons for it. Now what 
one mans age will ſuffice for all this buſineſs, 
though but in one or two Points controverted, & 
though the party were learned, and had 
never {o much leaſure ? What then ſhall igzorant 
perſons do, who yet make up the greateſt num- 
ber of Chriſtiins * What ſhall Trades-mexy and 
Day-Labourcrs do, who can ſcarce allow from 
their neceſſary Vocations any time at all dayly , 
even to lay their Praycrs ? yet it concerns all theſe, 
upon the venture of Eternal Happineſs or Miſery, 
not to fortake or embrace a Religion without a 
{uthcicnt Examination made by themſelves uf the 
grounds of 1t , lince they are told, and believe it, 
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read and examined by every one of you, for fear 
a neceſſary Dodrine ſhould chance to elcape yous 
But to demonſtrate the groundlc{ncſs of that your 
Aſſertion, 1 deſire you to refl.& on the prodigi- 
ous multiplicity of Sefts (warming in this age, all 
which ground their Bclick upon pretended clear 
Texts of Scripture alone ©: you w1ll then ſcarce tind 
one Article of Chriſtian Faith exempted from 
their Diſputes. There are not wanting who deny 
the Miſtery of the Holy Trinity , the Divinity and 
Tircaraation of our Lord, the Divine Perſonality 
ot the Holy Ghoſt. Some ablolutely deny Freewill, 
whilſt others exalt the power of it ſo high, as to 
aſhrm Divine Grace unncceſlary to its belt Oper- 
ations. Some affirm our Nature to be fo incura- 
bly polluted by Origizal Si, as that all the belt 
actions of the Regencrate are Mvrtal Sins, O- 
thers will acknowledg no Origznal Szx at all. 
Some athrm Baptiſm ucccflary to Salvation, even 
of Infants : Otbers rejet Tifant-Baptiſm : and 
Calviniſts alert, that Infants without Baptiſm are 
lanctihcd by their Parents faith : and that foinc 
Irfants dying, though baptized may be damned. 
S-me b:licve mans Soul to be mortal , and that it 
critheth with the Body, not having any Know- 
edg or Sentiment after death : Some contine God 
tO a determinate place in Heaven, and allo deny 
his Preſcience of future Contingents. Laſtly ſ.me 
deny an Eternity of torments in Hell. Surcly you 
Will not deny moſt of theſe to be contrary to Fxx- 
41mental Doftrines of our Faith : yet all who 
maintain 
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maintain theſe Texets , and all & aries who con- 


tradi them, do ground themſelves upon expreſs 
Scripture, which to you ſeerns ſo clear. You can- 
not be more contident that you have light on the 
true ſence ot Secriptare, than-they of a contrary 
{enle, and only ſelf-love and ſelfe-eſteem determine 
both the one and the other. 


Can it then be prudence in any man to hazard 


Etern'y upon his own ſence of Scripture, the halt © 


of which perhaps he never read? Commonly a 
Text or two concludes every point controverted, 
when perhaps ture are tventy Text: , 11conhs 
dered by the P.rlon, which would rc&ity the 
ſence he gave to the former ? Is that Gri4e to be 
truſted , which has ſeduced ſuch intinite Multi- 
tudes, oppoting , calumniating, and hating one 
another ? All Mankind may be witneſs tizt this 
Private Ligbt hath hitherto never becn able to 
confute or undccieve one See. In a word, 1s it 
not in effe.& an injurious blaſpheming of the 
Goodneſs , Wiſdom and Omnipotence ot God to at- 
hmm-that he has oblizcd under penalty of dam- 
nation all Chriſtizns to anity of Faith in all ne- 
ceflary Dotirires, and alſo that he hath promiſed 
to conferve his Church in this Unity - to the end 
oi the world : and o# the ether fide to affirm with- 
al, that the only Means appointed by him to pro- 
duce this Vrity ſhould be a certain Means ot de- 
ſiroying Unity, and which, if tnade ule ot by all 
Chriitians, the gates of Hell would be too lirong 


for l\im, ſo that thcxe would ſcarce be lett a 
20N Cant. 
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N- - 6. 16. Truly, Sir, I do not know through 
Js what Spedacles you look upon this principle of 
Proteſtancy , which hath been indecd the conſtant 


© Principle of all Ancient-Heriticks., But to me it 
' appears moſt horribly gaſtly, and only fit to be 
© acknowledged the invention of Lucifer, the foul 
z © Spirit of Pride and co+tention, who preſents to 


unwary Chriſtiz1s once more this fruit of the Tree 
It of the knowledg of good and evil, to be aſf:yed to 
| by our own endeavors, and contrary to Gods ap+ 


pointment. 
of Since therefore ( as hath been (aid _) there 
'© > are but thoſe rwo ways to arriveat the knowledg 


of Divine Myſteries contained in Secriptrere ( yet 
= * © contained as that the Tekts in which they 
C are containcd are {ubje& tobe miſs-under{tood ) 
vize Firſt, A man's own private Reaſoa : And Se- | 
condly, Authority of Superiors by Gods appuint- 
ment placed in his Church : All the Reſon Thave 
hy enforces me to chuſe this latter way, becaule 
th=r-by I ſhall avoid inconſtancy, otherwiſe una- 
voidable ; as lam taught by St. Paul, who faycs, 
: Eph. 4+ 11, 12, &c. That thercforc Gd placed in 
1 his Church Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, P a(tors 
| and Teachers for the edification of the Budy of 
, Chriſt ; a Succeſſion of which 1s to lalt till we all 
mect in the Unity of Faith, &c. This Almighty | 
God did, ſays he, To the end we ſhould wt be like 
ebildren, wavering, and carried about with ev 
wind of Dodrine, through the wickedneſs of men, 
#nd cunning of ſuch as would cireumvent us with 
errour ; 


w — wy gums gg 


$, to themlclves that emixence of Authority which 


,..,, way of grounding our F ith on Gods IYord as ins 
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errour : the only remedy whereof, in the Apo- 
les judgment, is, ſubmiſſion to Authority. To 
which ſubmiſſion alſo I am obliged by an expreſs 
command of God | Obedite prepoſitis veſtris, &c.] 
Heb. 13. 17. Obey themthat are ſet over you, and 
ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for your ſouls, 
as they that muſt give account----= And Reaſon 
thus divincly enlightned, obliging me to ſubmit 
to Authority, I ſhould renounce the ſame Reaſox 
utterly, if I ſhould not prefer that Society which 
( by an evident Succeſſion trom the forefaid A- 
poltles and Paſtors ) wakes the beſt claim there- 
to 3 yea, which alone claims an Authority obli- 
ging the Conſcience, and that 1s the Catbolick ' 
Church, the Authority whereot is evidently the 
greateſt in the world. For though all divided 
Sets preſume to contend with her for Truth of 
Dodrines, challenging that to themſelves 3 yet 
there is not any one of them which dares afſume 


maniteltly appears in her. And you may know 
this Catholick Church from others, becauſe it on- 
ly challengeth an univerſal and abſolzte,not con- 
ditional Obcdiencc 3 and you may know the Soxs 
of it by their profeſling to give to the Churches 
Authority ſuch Obedience. 

$.17. Now,Sjr,.conſider how agreeable to Gods 
goodneſs and wiſdom, hope ſuitable to humane ca- 
pacities, how helptul to mens neccſlitics is this 


oe uu ww woy@H©en u ==@a 


rpreted by the Catholick, Church, The far great- 
- 4 


O- 


'0 
is 
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eſt partofChriſtians arc to0 weak to maintain Di(ſ- 
putes:yet Gd loves the Poor 6c Ignorant, at leaſt, 
2s well as he does the Rich and Learned;and takes 
Garc to bring them to Happineſs without Learn- 
ing,ſharpneſs of wit,curiolity, and ftudy of know- 
Iedg. Cnnſequently he has chalked out a way 
to Heaven, in which the Ignorant and Simple 
tay walk ſecurely : And in what other way can 
ce walk, but in that of obedien.e to Authority? 
his doubtleſs is that way foretold by the Pro- 
phet, Iſz. 3 5+ 8. ſaying in Chrilts Kingdom, There 


ſhall be a bigh way=-—-and it ſhall becalled a h ly 


way. No pilluted perſon ſhall paſs through it. 


' This ſhall he { to Chriſtians |] 2 ſtreight way,ſo that 


Fools ſhall not err in it» | 

Now have Sefaries found out this treight way 
i which Fools cannot err? Seftarics, 1 fay, who 
have framed a confuſed Labyrinth, in which there 
are a thouſand croſs paths and windings, where 
every one wanders, as it were, with a dark Lant- 
horn in his hand, and cither ſtumbles into, or 
phantaſtically chuſes ſuch a path as at the preſent 
pleaſes him beft, and leaves it alſo when he thinks 
good, not taking direction from any other, or 
hot much caring for ſuch directions. By this 
means we {ce how that not onlyFools and Igno- 
xant, but even the moſt Judicious among{t SefFa« 
ries, following their own light, do walk all 
their lives, in quite contrary ways, yet all belie- 
ving that Gd by the Scripture directs them. 

$. 18. Manifeli therefore it is, that Gods way 


JLLL 
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being only one, holy, freight High-way, not any 
Seftaries, but all and only Catholicks have been 
by Almighty God brought into it : In as much as 
they, diltruſting the dim Light of their own Rea- 


ſon tor diſcerning the Verities of Faith conteſted, 
borrow the Churches Light 


mitting to the Guidance of thole Teachers and - 
Governors whom God hath placed over them, and 
who are to give an account of their ſouls, Theſe 
Heavenly Virtues are, and have always been e- 


qually praQiſed by both Ignorant Catholicks out '/ 


of neceſſity, and by the moſi Learned out of Du- 


: Yea, thoſe glorious Lights of Gods Churech,the | 


: 
bot Fathers and ancient DoGors, though they 


were Fathers and Dodors to others, yet to the | 
Church her {clt they were humble Children and 


Diſciples, learning only from her, and teaching 
others only whax they had learnt from her. This 
(urely is ajtreight High-way, and a Holy way too : 


and wiiiPlt the molt Simple athong Catholicks * 


walkin this way, they have an incomparable ad- 
vantage in light above the moſt Learned of thoſe 
which truſt to their private light, For they are 
guided by all the lightsz that is, by the whole 


Bidy of thoſe which God hath conſtituted Tea- © 
chers in his Church in all ages; and by eonſe- / 


quence they are exempted from an Obligation of 


Teachers duty is to examine for them« 


: thus exerciſing * 
Chriſtian Humility, in not preſuming upon their © 
own Abilities 3 and Chriſtian Obedience, in fub- 


examining particular Controverſies, which their | 
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6. 19. Neither is it #.atzral Reaſ»n alone which 
dirc&s us to prefer (o eminent Authority b-forc 
or own ſimple judgements, butCas hath been (aid) 
a Divine Light allo appcaring in Scrzpture , and 
in conſtant Ecel:ſirtical Tradition, the beſt and 


l | : . »*f 
| ſafeſt Interpretcr ol Scripture. There we find the 


Church called, The Pillar and Ground 


of truth , a City at one 31 it ſelf, and 1 T1m+3e15 


fet up01 4 Hill which cannot be bid. Plal.1 22+Js 
There we read, That every Tongue Matt. 5«14- 


I which ſhall riſe againſt her in judg- Wa-5 4+ 
! ment , ſhe ſhall condemn: that Gentiles 
ſballcome to ber light, and Kines to the brightneſs 


of ber Riſing : And that the nation and Kingdom 


which will not ſerve her , ſhall periſh. There we 


ſhall tind , that the laſt Supream Tribunal on Earth 
to dctermine Controverſies amongſt Chriſtians 1s 
the Church, whom whoſoever will not 

hear, # to be efteemed as a Heathen and Mat. 18.17 


ia Publican; (uch an unappealcable 
{Authority has God eſtabliſhed in this Church. And 
*(by vertue of this Authority, General Conncels re- 


preſenting the whole Body of Church-Governors 3 
challenge from all Chrijtiaxs a ſubmiflion, not 
only ot Nox-contradidion , but alſo of internal Af- 


ſent, under Penalty of Anathema; which afſent 


we willingly and joytully yield by vertue of 


*Chriſts promiſes, That he will lead bis Church intg 


all Truth; Jo. 16+13+ and fo preſerve her in an 
uniform Proteflion of Truth, that the Gates of Hel! 


S1allnever be able to prevail againſt ber, Mat. 16+1 $. 
C 


which 
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Which Gates of Hell are by the interpretations of 
the Fathers, Hereſics. 

$6. 20. Theſe irrctragable grounds from Pru- 
den e and Scripture have we Catholiques for direQt- 
ing ourFaith:On the other fide,not one fingle Text 
of Scripture, nay moreover, not one quotation 
can be produced out of ary one ot the holy Fathers, 
which may rationally incourage a Chriſtzax to pre- 
fer his own fence of Scripture before that of the 
Church, whercas whole Books have been written 
by them of the Churches unity, authority, indefe@i- 


bility and #niverſality. Now Sir, who can reſilt, 3 


who can hold out againſt ſucha Battery 2 
Prot. Wcll Sir, how prevalcnt ſocver this Diſ- 


courſe may f{cem to you to be againſt us, whom - 


you ſtyle Schiſmaticks , it will prove of little ad- 
vantage to you Roman Catholiques z tor although 
we grant, that there is but oe Catholique Church, 


ont of which there is #o Salvatioa, yet this does 
not provethe Roman to be this Church : the Ro- 


man, I ſay, whic.1 is but a particular Church, and 


ſhe being (as we arc pezr{wadcd) guilty of teach- [i 


ing and praGiling many falle Dodrins, and ma- 

nitold Szperſtizzons and Idulatry, we cannot with 

a {afe conſcience have any communion with her. 
$.21+ Cath. Sir, this is the ordinary artifice of 


your Proteſtant Writers, when they are preſſed ; 
with the guilt of thole unpardonable crimes of - 


( Herefie and ) Schiſm, to impute to the Church ma- 
ny Errors and lintul Practices, in which, torſooth, 
their tender conſcienccs dare not joyn, This they 


:ter 
:1S1 


'or 
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| fo, to the end they may be diſpenced withal from 


elcaring themſclves from Schiſm, till after a full 

diſcuſſion of all other Controverſies touching diffe- 

fences about any particular Errors ſuppoſed to be 

in the Chxrch; which diſcuſſion cannot be under- 

taken by one in a thouſand , conſidering mens ge- 

—_ incapacity; andit undertaken by the Learn- 
d, would ſcarce ever havean end. 

But this is moſt unreaſonable,becauſe though it 
were truc,that the Church from which they ſepara- 
ted were indeed guilty of teaching Errors,yet are 
Proteſtants juſtly and unanſwerably charged with 
oo in a high degree, in as much as they re- 

ain divided, not from the Roman only, but all 
Patriarchal and all other Chxrches exittent before 
their Separation : So that if there be ſuch a Crime 
as Schilm, they are manifeſtly guilty of it : and by 
conſequence it would be damnable in any one to 
Joyu in their Communion. To make this charge 
= againſt them, it will be fully ſuflicient to al- 

edg the confeſſion of all Chriſtians, 
(and of themſelves allo) viz. That Calvi-Iuſtit. 
there always bas been.is, and ſhall ever lib.4. Cap» 
remain a Holy Catholique Church of 

Chriſt on Earth, from which Separation, upon any 
pretence whatſoever, is damnable. This Church 


*rheretorc (whereſoever it is) was in being when 


they divided from the Roman and can they pres 


'tend that they are Members of this Church? There 


15 not a Society in the world older than theirs, 


'or other thag the Roman Church, with which 


C2 | they 
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they entertain any comnion at all, to wine eo ghee 
feſſion of Faith. they will ſubſcribe , and to whel. jg «1 
Lars and Goverament they will ſubmit, but on th. gvy, 
contrary condemn its Dotrias, Laws and Govers gg 
ment. The coniciouſnels of this, torce gg, 
Calvin. Epi. the principal Patriarch of Schiſm,Caigghi 
ad Melantth. via,to protcls that himilelt and his hs | 
lowers ſeparated from the whole worli ga 
Now it bcing impothble tor Proteſtants to O hex 
cule, much Icfs to juſtifie their mauitcelt Schiſm, guy 
to what purpoſe is it to enter into debate witi hey 
them about particular P.2xts of Dofrin ? As long gies 
as the charge.of Schiſin ſubſilts,unclearcd by them, gg c 
& this Schilm groundcd on pretended dangerous Fer 
Errors m the Catheligue Church, being Schiſmatich gr 

thcy arc Hereticks too,Gto condemned by themſcluis g 
& conſ quently not to be hearkned to, when th 
wou!d railc particular coxtroverſics, fince this one gal 
gexeral controverſie determincs againtt them all Eg 
particular debates. 9] 
$. 22. Schiſ thercfore,in its loweſt qualificati- che 
i on, conkidercd only as diſubedicnce to lawtul Ec- Tp 
| cl:Caſtical Amnthority, being, cven in the judg- the 
ment of Tearncd Proteſtants, a mult horrible: Sin, wt 
bf a tcaring 1m-picccs the Myſtical Bo1y of Chriſt: th 
{3% there are one or two ſpecial aggravations which ſit 
| exXtreaiuely heightcn the hcinoutnels of it in Pro- lay 
 reſtaitr, (1 mcan thole Keformers abroad, and wy, 
v4 ancicatly in Se tland Calvinijts,Prifuyterians, Lu- G, 
trans Anavaptits,&c. )Ticy were once Members Ip; 
ot the homan-Catholigue-Charch,which they then +» 
| clicemecd 
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"eftcemed to be that Ch:erch, which they belicved 
C.im the Creed. It hapncd that their Prime Patri- 
Ul archs, Luther, Calvin, Zrinelics , &ce having, 
'# conceived fome dic ontent cither 3 1gainſt the Go- 
_ "VEr/191 5, OC (ome, Prevail ng 2 party in that Church 
a which obliracted their profits, or againſt the Laws 
0 of it, which refrained thear lutts atter Womcn , 
ew angry,and began to quarrel with the Church 
X her (clt, and to ltudy to diſgrace her, for whic| 
" pitrpoſe the readiclt way was to hnd fault with 
ther Dettrins : Then Pride and revenge inſpiring 
";rchem, againſt theſethey made -bje&iimns » yet not 
nfo ott againſt the Churche's own Do&rins as the 
WFencnts of particular Catholique Writcrs, and 
! molt oft they dircCted their mult bitter InveCtives 
VS againlt perſonal miſcarriages, for all which the 
cy} wth mult be an(werable : And atter all this 
nc pabliſhing Liberty from Laws which rcftrained 
, Edncupilcence, they quickly tound Favoritesand 


Fpllowcrs: thus Sets were firſt compoſed. But if 


i- there had becn in any of them either Humi! ity Or 
> Love of Peace, in cale they had becn pcrſwaded 
g* there had been Errors in the Church her felt, to 
th which they could not {ub{cribc , they would not 
te thereupon (cparate thcamiilves trom Her, but 
1 ſabnur paticut! y toher Ce-ſ7z-cs, which the ſhould 
& lay upon thum. It her Cexſzrrcs were quit, they 
a Would have no reaſon to compliams It unjult, 
vd would reward them tor Ucis Palicnce aud 

's ove of Pcacc. 
n 3g. 23. Thcy were no ſooner ſ{cparated , but 
d C tha 


( 
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they heaped on the Church all the moſt deſpight- 


ful reproaches aud Calumnies they could invent, 


and to heighten their Criminal Schiſm to the ut. 


termoſt, they formed New Societies which the 
called Churches, and therein eſtabliſked New Paſ 


zors, and a New Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtery : (the ver, j 


Sin for which God commanded the Earth to (wal 
low Core, Dathan and Abiron. ) Amongſt th: 
Gifts which eur Lord when be led captivity captio 
received from his Father, and beſtowed on hi 
Church, the principal Gift mentioned by St. Pau 
was his conſtituting therein Apoſtles, Paſtors, an: 
Teachers to continue to the end of the world by a |: 


gitimate Succcfſion. There is not the leaſt in . 


timation' given in Scripture or Tradition, thi 


this Succeſſion ſhould ever be interrupted ; Ye + 


as if it had quite ceaſed and been annulled, the: 
Reform:rs, without auy Warrant, uſurp a Po 
wer to take all Authority out ofthe hands of thol: 
to whom our Saviozr had given it, and to be 
ſtow it according to their own pleaſure, thu 
making a total renverſcment of the whole fram 
of Gods Church (as far as lycs in their Power 
throughthe whole World. It Chriſt himſelf ha 
thus, without teſtitying his Authority by Miracle: 
dealt with the Fewiſh $ y1azogue, he would no 
have expected beliet, nor been able to anſwe 
that Qxeſtion propoſed to Him , By what auth? 
rity doſt thou theſe things , © and who gave thee thi 


Auth ity ? Luke.20.2. Yet all this our late Re | 
formers have done without ever pretending te | 


ON 
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- one Miracle. Into whatever place they come 


through the whole earth , they, - as far as their 
Secular power extends, degrade and chaſe away 
all Biſhops, Pricſts and Paſtors, protcfling the Ca- 
#bolique Religion, they take Authority to detame 
them as falſe Paſtors, & true Wolves, they denounce - 
Anathema againſt them, they incite their Subjects 
to rcbc], defraud and perſecute them, as it God 
had given his irox Rod into the hands of theſe Gla- 
diators, and conterred on them the ends of the 
earth fot their inheritance. 

No man takes his Power of Eccleſiaſtical Juril- 
diction but he that is called, as was Aaron. Heb. 5 4+ 
Who called theſe men to the Office of Preaching GC 
governing Chriſtians? Who inveſted them with 
luch Authority? It we conſult their own Stories, 
we (hall fhnd the prime Miniſters in the principal 
Citics ot Fraxce, conſtituted and conſecrated by 
hands of the baſc{t ſort of Tradeſmen. There have 
not been noreven now are wanting among them 


' ſeveral fenſual Prieſts, (once thcy had a Biſhop ) 


Apoſtates from the Catholique Church, whom 
they might employ in the Office of Preaching and 
Praying in their Syaagogues,, and by that means 
make a ſhew.,, that fome of their Miziſters were 
indeed Clergymen , who had an ordinary Vacations 
But (uch hatred they bear to all Eccleftaſtical Or- 
der, that even theſe ſhall not be admitted into 
the Presbytery without renouncing their former 
gerdinary Vocatioa,and receiveing their Commiſſion, 
by a New impoſiti u of haads of Lay-Miniſters. li 
C 4 


24 Why are you a Catholique 2 


a word, I ſhould weary both you and my ſelf, 
if 1 ſhould enumerate all the cnormities of your 
Diſt Reformation. If you dave a mind , you nuy 
receive lufhcient information in a late Book, writ- 
ten in French, the Title wheret 
Prejugez. 1s (in Engliſh) Legitimate Prejudg- 
cont.les Cal- ments againſt Calviniltsz in which 
Viniſts the learned Azthor demonſtrates by 
{cveral titles, as by waat appcared 
extcriourly in the like of the tirſt Reffrmers by 
want of Mifioz 3 by the evidence of their bcing 
guilty of Schiſm, by their tcmerity moſt prodi- 
gious mn their preſumptivn to eſtabliſh a New Ec- 
clefiaſtical Miniſtery , by the Spirit of calumny and 
Injuſtice which generally aEuates them 3 by their 
pcculiar molt monltrous Dottrines taught by them, 
by their ridiculouſly impoſlible way of intirucing 
their Diſciples in Chriſtiax veritics , &c. By thele 
Marks 1 tay he thews that they do not delcrve to 
b2 admittcd to an examination of their pretended 
Reformed Religion, being maniteſtly prejudged 
and (cit-condernned. 
$. 24. Pret. But ſarely, Sir, , you will not 
apply this to the Reformed Church of England, 
and particularly that charge concerning tie 
want of Lawful Paſtors. We have ben tar trom 
making a breach in the Chain ot Sweceſſion, lince 
it there be lawtul Paſtors in the Kuma Church, we 
have the likc in the Exghſþ, nas much as wc 1c 
ecived our Ordinatinns trom Rome, 
Cz2th. For as much as concerns your Ordizati- 
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ons , 1 willnot here enter into any diſpute , net» 
ther indecd is it necdiul ; Bur this I may contt- 
dently (ay, That fince Exgliſh Proteſtants have 
(eſpccially of latc, ) by maiy tokens lhewed tliat 
they cliccem Calrinilts, or PreSuytert.in Congre- 

tions to be true, though not to pertcct, Mem- 
' ot Chrifts Church, «s themſclvesz tne Ex- 
gliſhChurch , I may lay juttihngs , but however, 
qualihes or excuſes that borribic detect ta them 
of want of Ordiaation and Jawtul M:$oz, and 
thereby involves her {elt in thuar guilt. A425ir, 
though it were true, that the Eygliſh Clrygy 
have received their Ordinations from thy I 12254 
Catholique Church, yet {ure 1 ain, that Cheb 
nevcr rcleaſed them from then: Cermnical ſubicft 132 
to thcir Superiors, particurarly to their Pazri.irch 
and Supream Paſtor of Gods Charch : S1c never 
gave them power to change the ord.r of aJmi- 
miltring Sacramentsz to reverſe Ord 1nzrees of 
$-:<pcri.ur Councils, to cxpcl Citbali zee Fijſheps 
from their Sees , mecrly becauſe they were Cathe- 
I ques, In a word, the never gave them autho=- 
xity to altcr, or rather detiroy, the whole Retzgi- 
01, in a manner, protcſſcd in Englaz4 tince they 
were frlt Chriſtians. It Engliſh biſhops have re- 
ccived their Charaffer from Tome, yet not Jrriſe 
aiciion, or itthat allo, yet ceritainic 15, that the 
fame Church which gave them Juriſdi&i>zr, can 
allo upun their denwrics, and (xoroiiing jt cone 
trary tO hr intention fſulpcnd the adminiit- 
Yation of it 3 which ſzxferfion 13 uo doubt impl- 
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ed in her condemnation of all their Inovation, 
To be brief, 'the Engliſh Church challenging, Or. 
dination by lawful Seceſſion , is thereby oblige 
to acknowledg the Roman Church, to be at lea( 
a true Member of the Catholique Church , (and 
conſequently her ſelf no ſuch Member) unleſs thi 
Biſhops here will contels themſelves to be Anti 
Catholique Biſhops, ' and yet moſt unreaſonab]; 
pretend an Union with the Catholique Church. 
$.25. Prot. She does in deed acknowledg the 
Roman to be a Member, but a corrupt Member 0 
the Catholique Chuch. ' by ne 
Cath. Conſider, Sir, I pray you, that the 
Rule of Farth obligcth us to believe the Church «f 
God to be Holy as well as Catholique. Now it 
the Univerſal Church be Holy or zncorrupt," then 
15 every Member of it, as far as in its Communion, 
Holy and wncorrapt alſo. Which Holineſs docs 
- not regard the perſons, whether Governors or Sub- 
eas for in the firſt and beft Chm ch of all, con- 
fiſting of the Apojtes aud Diſciples of our Lord on- 
ly, thcre was a Judas and a Nicolas: A Church 15 
{:jd to be H:ly, when it zeaches Truthand Holi- 
meſs : So 18 the Univerſal Church Holy and fo is 
every Member in its Communion, Since that which 
makes 1t a Member, and in its Communi 4, is its 
agreement with the whole in Dottrizes taught by 
it, both regarding Faith and Manners. And 
fron hence it follows, that to aſcribe Erroxr and 
Corruption to any Church which is acknowlcdg- 
e&d a Member of the Catholique Church,and for ſuch 
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pretended Errours to break off Communion with 
it, 15 todo the ſame to the Vaiverſal Church, and 


conſequently to contradi& an Article of Faith. 


Now that this is the condition of the Engliſh- 
Church, is maniteſt. For fince all Chriſtians are 
under pain of damnation obliged to live in Com- 
munion with the Univerſal Chureb ,. by being 0+ 
bedient to its Laws and Governors as allo to be= 
lieve, that this Vniverſal Church is at this day 
extant, where can an Eugliſh Proteſt zut hope to 
hnd this Chaerch, it not in the Roman Communt- 
on? In the Greek-Chxrch he will find the ſame 
Doftrine, which in the Roman he calls dangerous 
Errours , as, { belides the conteflion hercot by [e- 
veral Proteſtant Authors tormerly ) 
hath been of late,beyond all gainlay- $4an-Relati- 
ing, evidenced by the indetatigable o# pag. 233» 
induſtry oft Moxſicur Arnaud 10 his Roſs bis 
two late Rep zesto Clande aCalvinilt View of Re- 
Miniſter, trom the Authentick Teſti- ligion. page 
monials and Declarations both of {c- 4768. 
veral late Syxods,and of miny Eccle- 
fiaftical Perſons of eminency, both in the preſent 
Greck and other Exſtern Churches. And belides 
theſe he will tind other Dedrins which we all con-. 
demn as Hercſics, Then tor pretended Corrup- 
tions in practice, the (ame practices which he ltiles 

Superſtitions and 144trous (principality touching 
the Bleſſed Sacrament) he will fiad in the Greeks 
Church tar more diſtaliful to him. And as for 
other Eajtern Sefts, blides the lame Practiles, he 
wW 
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will find himſelf obiged-, if in Communion with 
any of them , to aſſent to Ancient , Univerlally 
condemned Hereſics , Neſtorianiſm, Entychianiſm, 
Monnthelitiſmm , 6c. 

$. 26. Prot. But no doubt, Go4 hath bis El@ 
Servants among them all, who arc truly Orthodox, 
as we are: with whom we may be ſaid to be #- 
ntcd in Spirit. 

Cath. Truly Sir, this a mecr pittiful dream to 
talk of Com1n12enion in ſpirit with hidden Corilti- | 
ans, t9 you invilible, as you arc allo to them. | 
This renders all the Ditcourſes of the Ho!y Fa» 
thers touching the Churches Viſiwility and Unity 
utterly impcrtinent. Yea this evacuates the Prc- 
diftins of all Gods ancient Prophets, torete'hng 
the Extent, Glory and Victoric's of the Kingdom 
of the Mcfſias : and it makes void the Promiſes of 
our Saviowr touching his Church. What meaning 
therefore can you trac to your {clt, when you , 
ſay, You acknowledg a perpetually cxiltent Ca- 
tholiqze Church, and a ncclity impolcd on all 
Chriliians to live in her Communion 2 

e27. Prot. We acknowledy, our ſclves 1n 

{ Conmunion with all Chrittian Socictics, 2s tar as 

Fl they teach Truth,aud practile accoruing to Coryts 
$38 Law. 

$7 Cath, So you may be ſaid to communicate 

oo wi Jows, Turks and Trfdels: for lome Truths 

& =rc tzught by all theſe, and tome ot their praCt1- 
i tes are lawtul, But is this (uch a Comm.1i0n 2s 
; Church Catholigue ancicntly, or as the Firit 


+ o " * 


, 
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forr General Connails required ? It 15 manitcſt tnat 
at the tim- of your firit Separatzozt there was not 
eng Society of Chriltians in the world to whoſe 
Prof.flion of Faith you would ſubſcribe, in whoſe 
Keliving Worſrip you would joyn, and by whoſe 
Laws you would be governed: So that all Chritti- 
ans then living and vilible in the World, were 
to you as Heathens and Publicans, and you the 
very {ame to thum. Were your hir{t Retormers 
in Communion with them 2 Certainly you will 
not ſay, that the Roman, Grecian , and Oriental 
C'urches, though they will not deny but you 
teach ſome Truths and ſometimes praCtilc Vir- 
tucs, do live in your Communion, that 1s, That 
P.rlons mutually cxcommunicating cn: another, 
do at the fame time live 1n one Commnion , Or 
that Paſtors live in Communion with thoſe who 
Tcnounce Obedience to them, and abhorr the Faith 
taught by them. 

$.23. Prot. Why, Sir, would you have us al- 
low ſuch a way of Communion, as you ſeem to 
underſtand, to Societies which we firmly believe 
do tcach damnable Errours, and enjoyn Idola- 
trous or Superltitious PraCtiſcs ? 3% 

Cath. No Sir. h» no means. But ſince there 


15 On carth a ly Catb:lique Church , pla- 
ced as a Ci a Hil!, with which you mult, 
under pain . .,Nnation , communicate in fuch 


a manncr as Chriſtians did in the time of the 
firſt forer General Conncils, Tadjurc you not to reft 
WHRCre YOu now arc, in Scbiſm, trom all viſible 

Churches 
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Churches preceding your Separ.zti»y, but to find 


Her outz and having tound her out, to depoſe wil 
an Overweening, conc.it of your own abilitics to *Te 


cenſure and condemn her Docirines , and with 


Chriftan Humility to {ubmirc your (clt entircly to Ch 


her Gzidaxce, by which means you will be (ure 
to find ret of mind. 

$.29- Prot. This ſeems to me a 245k too har 
to be undcrtaken. 

Cath. That which makes it ſeem ſo hard to 
you is, prhaps, a ſecret whiſper ot Nature and 
ſelf-love, telling you, that this may expoſe you 
to many worldly ciladvantages : or it not this, 
a ſtrong, prejudice by education deeply imprinted 
in your mind againſt the Roma;zz Church, the 
condemning, and reviling ot which is the ſubje&t 
of moſt Books you read, and of molt of the dif- 
courfes and Sermozzs you hear. I name the Ro- 
man Church, becauſe 1 am perlwaded, that if 
yuu ſhould happ:nto entertain any Pozbts ot the 
ſecurity of the Grounds of Proteſtant Religion , it 
would not be the Grecian, nor any of the other 
Oriental Churches, whole Relizion you would 
put in the ſcales againſt it , but only the Romay, 
trom whence you had your Chrijtianity, your 
Church her ſubſittcnce.and within the Lunits and 
Furiſdidtion of whoſe Patriark, you live. Do 1 
not judg aright ? 

Prot. Ycs. 


$.30. Cath. Then, Sir , though at preſent 
ou thould have no doubts of any Dodtrins caught 
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ind your Church , or rather in it {for your (elf 
of: will not allow her the Title of an authentick 
to Teacher, neither does the challenge it) yet fince 
ith you have voluntarily tixed your {clt in fuch a 
ty Church, which, not prcetcuding to an zfallible 
ire dFctiion from God , cannot with any ſhew of rca- 
fn tell you, that you are bound in conlcience to 
belicvc any one ot her DoErines, nor that it is 
@lin tor you to leave her Communion, and to 
to  chule that ot any other Socicty which you may 
nd like better, (tor then all Chriſti:us thould , as 
04 Well as yuu, be obliged to joyn themlelves to 
-v Engliſh Church only : ) Endeavour, I beſcech 
cd u, witha mind as dilintercſled as may be, to 
Kearken to what may be alledged tor the Right 
& which the Romay Chnreh has to challeng your 
{- Obedience, {o as that the retuſal ot (fuch Obedience 
0- would bean heinous Sin. For this Right indeed 
if S$hechallenges, and She alone : No other ancient 
iQ Church hath, and no particular Se& doth, or 
it Can pretend to it. 
er Prot. I am content, 
d $,31+. Cath. Firlt then conſider, that the ve- 
1, Ty challenging of ſuch a Right which belongs on- 
ir 1y to the truly Catholique Church, is a [trong 
d proof that She alone is that Church which hath 
1 a Right to challenge it, and would prove her ſelf 
a falſe Church it She did not challenge it. But be- 
caule perhaps you cannot calily induce your mind 
t _ to conlider her otherwiſe than as a particular 
Church, I conhidently believe, that it the Eaſt- 
rn 
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ern Church were united in one Body with th 
Weſtern, you would not find any dithculty #1 
think your {elf obliged to yicld an entire Ovediens ; 
to {lo great an Arth-rity. bd 

Draf. t. This 1 willingly acknowledg. 

6.>2. Cath. Bepleaſed then to rfl. '& on ſom 
8, when theſe two preat Churches were un 
ted : for cx2mple, in the days of St. Gregory 
Great. Then there was 2 perſe&t agrecm?r 
through the whole World , excepting, only th 
8 oieties of Ancient Hereticks , acknowledged fc: 
ſuch by Proteſtints. Then both Dodrine and Di; 
ciplize was uniform cvery where. What St.Gre 
gory taught ' was accepted thtongh the whole 
Church : Yea thoſ: parts of his Writings whict 
are molt oppolite to your Dodrins (as his Dia 
logues &c._) have preſently after his time been 
tranſlated into the Greek, tongue and with vene- 
ration reccived by that Chyrch. Whence will 
follow , that what he hath taught us in his Wri- 
tings, touching P»ints of Religion, and which you 
molt miſlike , was then eſteemed true Catholzgue 
Defrinc. Now what does St. Gregory teach but 
the fame which is now taught in the Roman 
Church ? In all Controverſies lately raiſed between 

Catbolioues and Proteſtants, he is 

Hinuſr in Jeſ- conltantly and dircly againfi 
wtiſmipart.2. Proteſtants. 
rat.5. Maideb, This is {5 manifeſt, that it is 
Cent.5. fp. 289. acknowledged by many learned 
Ib.c.10.-p.748. Proteſtants, wir ec{cribing the 
particular 
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particular Points of Religion profeſ- 


 Carion-Chron, {ed by St. Gregory ( and St. Au- 
- th. 3. Lac. gnuſtine the Monk, ſent by him to 


Ofiand. Epi- convert England) name theſe, Free- 
#bme cent. 6. wil, Merit and Juſtification of 
Parker Antih. Works, Pennance, Satisfattion, Pur- 
Brit. c. 17, gatory, Celibacy of Prieſts, publick, 
*q Invocation of Saints, and Worſhip- 
ing of them, Veneration of Images, Exorciſms, 
Pardons, Vows, Monachiſm , Tranſutſtantiation, 


; Prayer for the Dead, Oblation of Chriff*s Body and 


lod forthe Dead , the Roman Biſhop's Furiſdi- 


. Jjon over all Churches, Celebration of Maſs, Con- 


ſecratiors of Churebes, Altars, Chalices, Corporals + 
and Fonts of Baptiſm , Veneration of Relicks, 
Sprinkling of Holy-Iater, Dedicating Churches 
#0 the Bones and Aſhes of Saints, Indulgences ts 
Juch as viſit Churches on certain dayes, Pilgri* 
mages, and in a word, the whole Chaos of Po* 
iſp Superſtition, as they are pleaſed to ſtile it. 
| So that Mr. Aſcham athrms of our A+ 
Aſch. Apo!. pro potle St. Auguſtin the Diſciple of St. 
+ '33* Gregory, that He was the overtbrower 

of true Religion, and the eſtabliſher 
| .o Of all Popiſh Doftrines 3 and ano» 
IS thee faith of him, That Le ſubjetied 

England to the luſt of Antichriſt, 
C which Antichrilt you muſt take for granted, was 


is +, St. Gregory ) axd therefure after bis death, went 


: wndoubted!y to Hell, there to receive his reward. 
* Thus evident Convictions forced them to w_— 
F D 4 
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fels that all the Dotivines of Faith now taught, 
were then profeſſed as Catholick Dofirines : 
but gall and malice againſt the Church , ſug- 
gelted ſuch foul, unſeemly words to their Pens, 
Notwithſtanding Proteſtant Writers, when, 
not being engaged in controverſie , they have oc- 
caſion to treat of St, Gregory himſelf, they are 
not ſparing in their Elogies of him, ſuchasthele :; 
He was a holy and a learned Biſhop. 

IWhitah. He wu by Nam? and indeed truly 


cont. Dur. Great, adrned with m "my and great | 


Fs 
E 


l.5.$-26. endyrments of Divine Grace, aud 


Humfr. (5 be is ten (ty!ed ) th. month and 


ad. Fate Js ſung li75t f CITEY Lord, He was 
Godwin tritly 4 pious man , and for his Chri- 


Corve Brit. flian bumility yt more t0 be praiſcd. | 


Co fo From 114 Infancy being adAifted to the 

ſtudies of Picty, be rehir:d ito a Mo» 
Mzzdcb. natcry, rnerc ſhewtng & pa- ticular 
Clts bo ſanity 0; ife 3 and being whaty tn 


al' mer upon bim--= He did ſ» diſ- 
charge the P-ntifica! Office,that fuliowing ages never 
bad is exual, much leſs any one excelling him. 
He mas execedingly renorened for Miracles, Gs 
Now m.links , Sir, theconſent of the Ez- 
tern and W.it:rn Churches, under the Govern- 
wcit of ſuch a Prelate , fo verſcd as he was in 
bly Scripture ( witnels his Sermons and Com- 
n:cntarics } ſhould be {o prevalent with you , 
as to make you {u{pect your own Reaſon , it 
n ; © ſuggclis to you that the Religion, ro 


£5*F> 
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Co: 1 Oo tent 1þ011 Pr yer, he drew the cyes of +, 
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feſſed in ; his days was ſwperſtitizus and idol» 


EYCIS» | | 
6: 33. Prot. But why doyou fay,that the U yiver- 


| ſal Church in the Eaft and IFeft was grverned by 


Saint Gregory , when he himfclt ſharply con- 
demned the Patriarch of Conſtantinople tor af- 
fuming ſuch a-Title as Vnrrerſal Biſhop, which he 
calls an Antichriſftian Title ? 

Cath. It was indeed a Title full of arrogance, 
and therefore juſtly condemned by St. Gregory 
in the Notion , in which he conceivcd it might 
be underſtood, as it the Patriarch pretended 
thereby to be eſteemed the only legitimate Biſhop 
in the | Eaſtern | Chrrch. 

For thence it would follow , that all othe. 
Biſhops were only his Subſtztutes , aGing, by hs 
commiſſion, and removeable by him at plcafur<* 
Whereas they claim a reception of their Ord*r 
and Charader, immediatly from Chriſt alone. 
Sucha new Title therefore it was that St. Gregory 
condemned in that Patriarch , and abhorred to 
acccpt himſelf, as plainly appears by his 
Epiltles. - But yet that he had a Swperintendence 
over the whole Church as Supreme Paſtor there- 
ot, to receive and judge Appeals of Biſhops from 
all parts iz cauſis majorivus, to oblige all Pre- 
lates, even Patriarchs , to the Profeſſion of the 
Faith cftabliſhcd in Cuuncils , and the obſervance 
of the Churches Laws, and to impoſe Eecleſi» 
aſtjcal Cenſures on all Tranigreflors of them, 
wus St. Gregory challenged , andto this the 46+ , 

D 2 a 
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lates both of the Weern, and Eaſfters Charches 
alſo {ubmitted, as appears by. many Epiſtles ſent 
by him, and Anſrres received from ſeveral Pa- 
triarchs, and other Prelates in the Eaſt. P. 
$- 34+ Since therctore it is confeſſedly cer- | 
tain, that the preſent Rom 19 Church profeffes the 
ſame Religion which Saint Gregoty tanght and 
planted in England, which the Eater» Church 7 
in thoſe timcs approved without any contradi- 7 
Aion, and which is now condctnned by Prote- 7 
ſtants 5 it will evidently follow, that in thoſe F 
few Pots in which the preſtut Eaſtern Chrrches © 
quarrel with the Roman, the faidExftern Church- © 
es Only have been Innovators 3 and confequently © 
that the Roman Church C that is, all Churches 7 
united in ſubordination to the Prime Patriark & | 
Paſtor ) ſtill remains the Catholick, Church, and © 
enjoys the ſame Arnthority which the Univerſal ® 
Church in, and bctore St. Greg-ries days enjoy» 
&d : So that all Chriftiayzs who break trom her 3 
Comm:tnion, do thereby (hew themſelves Schiſe F 
maticks, and Self-condemncd. by 

4 «. 55- I have purpoſcly made choice to in- © 
"= ſtance in the time of St. Gregory the Great, be- © 
cauſe on the one fide ſeveral Proteſtants im- | 
pute the beginning of the Chvrches depravation | 
principally to that Age, and on the other fide | 
Almi-!3ty God, as it hc had a deſign to confute |? 
and lilrnce their accuſations, choſc: that Age, ex | 
{pecially in waich to accompliſh thac moft lu- 


* wſtrious of all Propheſies, torcthcwing the glory 
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L> of the Catholick Church, which is the Converſion 
” of Nations from Heathenifh Idvlatry. 
* The Propheſies themſclves are thus expreſly 
ſet down inthe Old Teſtament, and acknowlcdg- 
>= ed by Proteſtants to repard the Chriſtian Church, 
s The Prophet Iſaz writes thus : Iſ7. 60. 2, 3» 
.& The Lord ſhall riſe upon thee, aad his Glory ſhall be 
= ſeen upon thee. ver. 5. Andthe Gentiles ſhall come 
* ttby light, and Kings to the brightneſs of thy ri- 
= fing.-— ver-10» The abundance of the Sea ſhall 
> beconverted unto thee : the forces of the Gentiles 
ſhall come wato thee--- ver. 11. The ſons of Stran- 
gers ſhall build thy walls, and their Kings ſhall mi- 
niſter unto thee Ver. 14+ Thy Gates ſhall be open 
continualy, that meu may bring wnt? thee the for- 
ces of the Gentiles, and their Kings may be brought 
= »-»- Allthey that d:ſpiſe thee, ſhall bow themſelves 
* at the ſoles of thy feet, and they ſhallcall thee, The 
= City of theLord= - ver. 22. A little one ſhall be- 
* come athouſund, and a ſmall one a ſtroug Nation 
Again, Iſzi. 49-23. Kings ſhalt be thy nurſing Fa- 
tbers, and Dneens thy nurſing Motbers. And a- 
* gain, Tſai. 39.21. This is my Covenant with 
* them, ſaith the Lord, My Spirit which is upou 
' thee, and my words which I bave pitt in thy mouth, 
ſpall not depart ont of thy month, nor out of the 
month of thy Seed, n'r out of the mauth of thy ſeeds 
* ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth aud for ever. 
Allo the Kingly Prophet, Pſal.x1. 8. I will give 
Z thee the Heatben for thine Inheritance, andthe engs 
of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. This Kingdom, ( _ 
Wks w 
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the Prophet Danicl) Shall not be given over to ax I 


other people, but ſhall ſtand for ever, Dan. 11.44 


Theſe are Gods Promiſes to his Church, ſo ac- 


knowledged by Proteſtants. 


Now it is manifeſt out of Eccleftaſtical Hi- Y 


Rory, that theſe Prophecies b:gan not, in a fig- 
mal manner, to be accompliſhed , till the days of 
Saint Gregory. For during the firſt three hun- 
dred years, the Church was wholly under Pcr- 
ſecution, and was encreaſcd chicfly by (ufftcrings, 
In the next three hundred years, the Empcr- 
our Conſtaxtine bcing converted to Chriſtianity, 


there were but few other Kings Foſter-fathers Þ 


of the Churh; And beſides this, ſeveral ot the 


Emperours, and ſome Kings during that ſpace, F 


turned Arians and Apoſtates trom tne Catholique 
Faith. But from Saint Gregorzes time till Lu- 
ther, it is incredible almci what we read of 
the Converſicn of Nations and Kingdoms, and of 
the wonderful Piety and Zcal of(once Barbarous) 
Kings and ©weens, aſſoon as they had embra- 
ccd the Cathlique Faith. Which Converſions 
were gencrally made by the fervor, care, and 
authority firlt of St. Gregory himſeltz as England 
can, but moſt ungratciully will not, as becomes 
her, witncſs ; and next of St. Gregories Succcſ- 
ſors, Biſhops of Kome. 

$. 36, Now , Sir, conſider the: force of ill- 
grounded prejudices. Several Protetants, though 
they ſaw all. the forementioned Propheſies per- 
tealy tuihtled by Catholique Miſſioners, yet out 
_. | of 
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" 4 of the pre-afſumed hatred to Catholique Relizi- 
on, they will not acknow!edg the forſaking 
.. & Jdels and worſhip of Devils, and the embra- 
= cing of the Catholigue Faith to b. a Converſion , 
- © but rather a Perverſion , and thcretore wonder | 
. © that they do not to this day fre thols Pro- | 
f i phiccies accompliſhed , which were m:de above 
» two thouſand year: hnce, In to much 
_ & Caftal. iz» as Ciaftulis Profcil.s, The more 1 do | 
. i Prefat.Bi- peruſe the Scriptures , ive leſs ao 1 | 
blior. Lat. find theſe Promiles performed , howſo- 
ever they are t) be underitzx4. David 
© George, a Proteſtant living at Baſil, upon the 
# ſame grounds bccame a Blaſphemer ot Chritt, 
= whom he called a Seduccr» Bernardix Ochin 
& turned an Apoltate,denying the Divinity of Chriſt. 
Adam Neuſerus , a Calviniſt Pr-feſſor at Heydek 
berg, turned Tyrk , and was circumcilcd at 
Conſtantinople. Alemannus lik:wile renqunceing 
Chriſtianity became a blaſphemous Few. And 
the principal motive of all theſe horrible changes, 
was an opinion that theſe Propheczes were 
falle Dreatins, os impudcnt inventions of Sefta- 
rics, and never fulfilled, becauſe torlooth not 
tulftilledin a Chxreh of their Kefurmed Religion 5 
which Ref.rmed Reltgion never baniſhed Pagar 
Id»latry out of one Village. Some converkions 
indeed of their Own particular mode they have 
made, tor by ſeditions they have baniſhed Ca- 
tho/ick Religion out of ſeveral placis. And par + 
ticularly the Hollaxders may brag, that Thy 
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have Converted the great Empire of Japan fron 
the Catholick, Faith to its priſtine moſt execrabkÞ 1 
Idolatries ;, to effe& which, they have procurdſ®” | 
the moſt cruel murder of near four hundred thou... 
ſand Catholick, Martyrs, themſelves in the mea” 
time renouncing the open Profeſſion of Chriſti” 
At ys. 8 

$. 37. Notwithſtanding the truth is, the wor- L 
dertul Converſions of Nations in former and latet* 
times alſo, by Catholick Miſſtoners, have been (0 F5 
illuſtrious, that very many of the ſoberer Prote-®” 
ftant Writers have highly exalted their zeal andÞ” 
unwearied diligence in their Apeſtolical fundions,.* 
and gloritied God for it : being forced hereto 


by the many undeniable Miracles wrought by © 
then, I 


Ls 
LN 


4 


Yet the pleaſant cunning of one 

Philip Nieo- Lutheran Writer is very remark- | 
lai de Regus able: his name 15 Dr. Philip Ni- 
Cbriſti.c.1-p. colai, who having written a Book 
53s on this very Argument, to wit, 
the fulfilling of the fore-cited Pro- 

phefies, touching the Converſion of Nations, is for- © 
ced to alledge the examples not only ancient, a | 
of the Saxons, Friſons, Danes, Germans, &c. con- þ 
verted by Catbolick, Biſhops and Prieſftsz but later Þ 
allo, as of innumerable People in the Exft and Þ 
Weſt-Indies, reduced from 14:1s to C briſtianity by |: 
Jeſuits and other Religions Miſſioners , and ro 
acknowledge likewiſe that God teſtitied the Do- |; 
Etrine preached to them, by ſtupendious Mira- | 


cles 
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red 8 
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cles. All this this Lutheran confeſſes 3 but then 
with a turn, he deprives Catholicky of the glory 
and merit of all thcir labours, and applies it to 
his own Se& : forhe tells his Readers, that all 
theſe Apſtolical Preachers, in converting Nations, 
did 'Luthcranizarez and that the Jeſuits in their 


= fir(t converting the Oriental Indians, did ſhew them- 
7 ſelves [ not Roman " atholickg , but | Lutherans 
>: and Evangelicks. Might he not have faid as well, 
> that Chris Apoſtles converted Nations, not as 
4 (uch, but as Lutherans ? 


$. 38. Now it theſe Propheſies be Divine, and 
have indeed been fulfilled, they have been fultill- 
cd by Catholicks only, and couſcquently Catho- 
lick Religion conſtitutes that Chxrch of Chriſt 
to which ſuch glorious Predidions were mae. 
I will therctore here adjoyn the words of Ste. 
Auguſtine, who having alledged out of the Scrip- 
ture many ſuch Prophefres 3 concludes 
thus : Whilſt thou holdeft thy ſe'f Anz. Epiſt. 
faſt to theſe Propheſies, if an An 155» _x 
gel from Heaven ſhould ſay to thee, 
Leave the Chriſtianity of the whole Earth and 
chuſe the part of the 4 Schiſmatick J Donatus, 
Luther, Calvin, Tindal, &c. | he 02244 to be to 
thee Anathemaz \, becauſe he would exdeauonr to cut 
thee off from the whole, and thralt thee uf into one 
part, ſo alienating thee from the Promiſes of Gad. 

"W- 9. 

Theſe, Sir, BIO many other, are grounds 
farcly Cufficient® to jultitic the Rzghe which M 
La» 


_— — — 
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Roman Church has to merit your Obedience : 1] G 
beſeech you think {erioufly on them. For mine 
own part, I'do kncercly proteſt to you, that un- | 
leſs 1 woald renounce all other Guides to eternal F 
Happineſs, but an over-weaning Fanxcie of mine 
own abilitics, or blind pz/i9 againl} allGnider 
eftabliſhed tn Gods Church: it Divine Revelation, | 
conſent of Anti-nity, mmifeſt Reaſon, and even ex> 
pertence by out ward Senſ:ti9n m:y b2 fit to guide 
me, 1 mutt not be a Proteſtzut, I mult of ncceflity 
b: a Roman #athlick, For Divine Reve[ation( in- 
terpreted alſo by conſent of Fathers and Conn- 
eils ) informs me, that Chriſt hati eſtabliſhed on 
Earth a viſible Church, which is, oxe, boly and Ca- 
tholick, the common Mp»ther and ouly authentick 
Teacher of all Chriſtians 3 that this Church ſhall 
xemain fuch to the end of the World : and that 
whoſoever is not a true faithful Member of this 
Church, is thereby cut off fromthe Myſtical Body 
of Chriſt, and ſhall be eternally ſeparated from 
Him. Again, evident Reaſon ſhews, that no Per- 
fon, or Society, can b2 cftzemed a Member of any 
Church any other way, than by believing its Do- | 
drines, and being fubjc& to its Laws and Govern- | 
meut. Jn the third place, the teſtimouy of our 
Senſes aiſurcs us, that not any of our Modern Sedts 
do aflent to the Dofrines, or are governed by 
the Laws of any Church at all ( and conſequently 
not of the Catholick, Church, ) whichhada be- 
ng at their tictt ( pretended ) Reformation : 
| therefore upon theſe grounds it evidently tol- 


: lows, 
Ll 
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I 7 tows, that all the (aid Sc&s are manifeſtly "guilty | 
_ of Schiſm. 
"2 M reiwver , ſince the Roman is that Church of 
1 I which the firſt Refrrmers Once were Members, | 
0 7 and by r:f rming made a ſip w.:tion from itz and 

. 


© | ſince the ſame Charch does conſtantly profels the | 

# fame Dodrines which were once held by the Uni- 

verſal Body of Orthodix ©hriſtizns 3 and again, | 

fince there is not any viſivle « barch upon carth | 

to which all marks of the true Church afligned 

in Scripture, and by the Holy Fathers, can beſo 

applicd , and whercto the Antic;t Propbecies and 

| the Promiſes of * brijt have been 10 pertit'y ace 

compliſh.d, as the R-man ; it will evidently 
follow , that the preſent Roma Catbolick, * burch 

ought to be acknowledged that ove Holy Catho- 

lick Church , which we contcls in the Apoſt- 

les Creed and by conſequence whatlocver Dorner, 

in oppolition to the Faith profeſſcd in this 

Church, are taught by Proteſtants, they are 

thereby, without any particular diſcathon , 

legitimately prejudged to b2 formal Here- 
* ſes. 

Now Hercfie and Schiſm being by all ( even 
by Hereticks and Schiſmaticks themtclvcs _) ac- 
knowledged molt dreadfully waſting Crimes, of 

# which I cannot poflibly be guilty whilli 1 ad- 
| here to the Roman Catholick Church , nor avoid 
the guilt of them by torſaking its Commrunzon 5 
? I conceive I have, without any neccflity of 


engaging in particular Diſputes, given you ratt- 


enal | C 
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onal Grounds enabling me to afford a ſufficient 


Anſwer to the ©xction firſt propoſed by you, 
Why arc you a Catholick ? 
$. 40» 


And for a concluſion, Sir, give me leave to tell ©: 


i 


you, that it will be utcerly in vain for you to at- 
tempt the avoiding of the | ſtigmata ] brands & 
Herefie and Scbiſm, by entring into an endlels 
Diſpute about particular Controverſies, to be ſa- 
ted out of Books : For, till you beable to ſhew 
a preſent Viſible, Orth:dox Church, the Governor: 
aud Teachers whercot are derived by a continual 
Sxcceſſion from the Apoſtles, which Church in all 
thole Points for which you have ſeparated from 
the Roman, teaches as you do, and eithes gy 
verns you, or 55 governed by you 3 Till this, | 
, lay be done, NE ban your ſelf about partr- 
cular Diſputes will never produce to you Peace 
#31, but rather cncreaſe in you Pride & Malice 
agailt others. Your firſt molt neceſſary Care 
therefore muſt be to eſtabliſh your ſelf in ſuch af 
C'urch as can oblige you to believe her : for by f 
no other way can you ( nor your Teachers ) &} 
void Self-condemnation , as manitcſt Innovs 
2075. | 
There are certain illuſtrious marks afſigned by 
the boly Scriptures and Fathers, to diſtinguilh |! 
the true Catbolick Church from Congregations of 
Ecrezicks and Schiſmaticks, ſuch are Unity, Snc- | 


cefſion, 
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Y 
ow, Mecſſion, Univerſality, Converting of Nations, Mz- 
Facles, &c. ] And theſe are ſuch marks asare per- 
&cptible by the meaneſt capacities, to the end that 
$one ſhould be cxcuſed if they miſtake the 
F(hurch.. Now not one of theſe (6 viſible marks 


bclongs to you; and not one but bzlongs to the 


at. Roman Catholick Church. 

of $, I * 

els When you are urged to ſhew ſome ſigns or 
ta. 8 er arks which might invite any to joyn with you, 
wil all you can ſay 15, That yor teach 


wuth, and that you duly admini- Calvin. In- 
al fter the Sacraments 1 that is, you ftitehg.ce2e 
all world prove your ſelvcs tobe a true 
nM Church, bceauſe you ſay you are a true Church, for 
.0-M ( not the marks, but ) the efſexce of a Chureb 
18 conkiſts in teaching Treth, &c. But marks of his 
ti- Church, calily obſervable by all men, were ap- 
of & pointed by God to lead the Simple as well as the 
ic Learned, to diſcover that Church which only 
xe teacheth Truth, and duly adminiſters his Sacra> 
2 weents. Not any f{uch marks do you pretend ta 
f fhew, And as for this your miſcalled, fingle 
4 & Mark, the Unlcarned cannot poſlibly judge, whe- 
1z-& ther youdo indeed teach Trxth, &c. & the Lear= 
# ned muſt have ſpent thcir whole lives before they 
by | <an be ina capacity to judge. And though they 
<<} ſhould be ſo unhappy as to ſuffer themſelves to 
be convinced that you do teach Truth, &c. yet 
till you can turther demonſirate that youare not 
guilty of Sebþiſm, but that you communicate with | 
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that oxe holy Catholick Church, which you believe Þ 
in the "reed, it would ( notwithſtanding all th 
truth pretended to be taught by you ) bea dam F 
rable fin in them to communicate with you. F7 

Theſe things conſidered, fince I am confident Þ 
it 15 impoſlible tor you to clear this point, I be 
lieve you will find an inſuptrable difficulty to &* 


prepate, according, to the method obſerved here, © 
a tolerable general anſwer, ſufficient to vindicate Þ 
your Chak incaſe I ſhould by way of ex- 
chatige, propole to you this Queſtion, 3 


Why are yon a Proteſtant £ 


Prot. Judge not, Sir, too haftily, Perhaps at 
our next mecting you will hear more than you 
now cxpcct. Inthe mean time I thank you for 
your Charity : And, God willing, I will fert- 
ouſly refl.Ct on what hath been ſaid. 

Cath. Farcwel, Sir, and, if you think good, 
caſt your eycs 11pon this little bundel of Citations 
out ot {cvcral ancient Holy Fathers of the Church, 
who will t:]1 you, thac upon the very ſame 
grounds, whic:1 have been here diſcourſed on, 
they were good Chriſtians and Catholickss 

Prot. I: t.icy tell me (fo, I (hall not eaftily cons 
tera what thcy tell me. Farewel. 


«| 4 TESTIMONIES 
«| HOLY FATHERS 
: REGARDING 


® The Subſtance of the foregoing 
2D DIisSCouRseE. 
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S. I. Of the Churches perpetual Exiſtence. $. 
Viſibility, GC 4 2» 


s ran dixerunt Prophete 
4 de Chriſt), quam de Ee Auguſt. in 


e |* clcſia, Puto propterea--- ] The Pſalm. 30s 
, & Prophets have ſpoken more Coxce2» 
ob{curely concerning Chrilt, 

» | than concerning the Church. The reaſon 
$ hereot I conccive to be, becauſe they tore- 
s aw in Spirit, that men would make divi- 
! ſions and parties, and that thcy would not 
{ much diſpute abuat Chrilt himſelf, but 


that they would raiſe great contentions 
about 


_ _ - Y 
_— —  —  — 


9 


— 


about the Church. Therefore that was 
more plainly foretold, and more openly 


prophecycd concerning which, greater con- h 


tentions would in ſucceeding times be rai(- 


ed to the end a heavier judgment ſhould 
befall thoſe who ſaw { the Church ] and yet 7 


fled out of it. 


| Oujs numeret teſtimonia de Fecle- / ; 
Aug, in ſia toto Orbe terrarum diff uſa? Oui | © 


Pſe147- Whocan number the teltimonics 
you [ in Scripture | touching 
the Churc 


there does not proclaim this? what verſe 
does not mention it? All paſſages there 
ary out aloud tor the Vnity of our Lords 
Body ; for he has placed peace through the 
borders of Hierulalem ; Now thou, Q 


Heretick, barkeſt 2gaint all theſe Teſtimo- # 
mies : And therefore that which is written 
3 


in the Apocalypſe is jultly veriticd in that 
City, Without are dogs. Thou barkeſt a> 
gainſt theſe | Teſtimonics ] krom what Tri- 
bunal doſt thou judg ? T ay Tribunal is the 
preſuraption of thine own heart. It is a 
lofty , but a ruinous Tribunal. 


Exaltare ſuper cel1s, Dew, ſuper om- 
mem tcrram gloria tua==- | Be thou cxalcd, | 


O 


ſpread over the whole carth? | 
who can number them? There are not in F 
the whole world ſo many Herefies again © 
the Church as there are Teſtimonies in the 7 
LE Law for the Church. What page Þ 
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Z O God, aboye the Heavens, 
and thy Glory over all the Ang. in Pſal, 

earth,My Brethren,we have 56. 

(2 notſcen God cxalted above 
& the Hcavens 3 yct we bclicve 
© it. But wenot only believe, but we ſee 

7 his Glory exalted over all thc Earth | i 
. 7 bis Church. ] Now I beſecch you obſerve 
= what a madneſs it is which poſſcſſcs Here- 

# ticks. They bcmg cut off from the compa- 
 &cd Body-of the Church of Chriſt, and by 
> © holding apart being deprived of the whole, 
= will hot communicate with the whole carth, 
= over which the glory of Chriſt is ſpread. O 
>= Heretical Madni ! Thou believeſt with 
© me that which thou doeſt not ſee : and thou | 

denieſt that which both thou and Ido ſee. | 

Thou believeſt with me that Chriſtis cxal- 
ted above the Heavens, which neither of us 
hath feen : and thoudenicſt his glory overt 
all the carth, which we both ſec. 
| In ſole poſuit Tabernaculum 
\ ſuum--- Ae has placed his Ta= Auguſt. in 
2 bcrnacle inthe Sun, that is, in Epift. Fo- 
» a place manitelt (to all ) His an-tre 2» 

i. | Tabcrnacle is his fleſh: His Ta- 
2 bernacle is his Church which is placed in 

* the Sun : not in the night but in the day. 

* Tanquamille, quem catechiza- | 
| mus, quereret & diceret, quo er- _ oo 
|| go figno---] If a Catechumen 10D 
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ſhould be inquiſitive, and fay , But by what | 
fign ſhall I, being as yet-a little one and ! '. 
unable clearly to diſcern the truth from 
ſo many errours, by what mark, I ſay, ſhall 
I find the Chunch of Chriſt, to believe: 
which, 1 am obliged by (6 many manifeh 
rediQions ? Hereto the Prophet. as if he © 
Had a pertc& knowledge of the Catechu- y 
mens {cruples, anſwers, teaching him, that 
that 15 forctold to be the Church of Chriſt, 
which is raiſed on high and apparent to all,” 
For ſhe is the ſeat oft tis Gloty. For in re-?: 
gard of ſuch doubts as may befal the fim-*7 
plcr fort of Chriſtians , who may be ſeduced? 
by ( crafty ) men ftomi the Church fo glo-1% 
riouſly mamtctt, our Lord providing a reme- F 
dy, faith, A City which is ſet upon ai 
mountain cannot be hid. 4 
Aug. it Chriſto tales maledicunt , qui--- 
Plal.$5- Thoſe do blaſpheme Chriſt, who 
affirm that the Church hath per-! 
iſhed from off the whole earth. and 6) 


maincd only on Africa | Geneva, England 1 
Holland. &c, ; 


$. 2. Of tbe Catholique Churches Unity i ] 
| and of Schiſm. | 


Aug. de. Una ft Teelefia queeunque 14} 
Baptiſ. MAT aere is one Only Church| 
(oever that ir,of which i it is 


| | 
| 
| 
| 


ils, 


tis 
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| waitten, my dove _) my #undefiled) 1-1-e.10 


15 but one, ſhe is the only one of 


' her Mother; neither can there be ſo ma © 


ny Chnrches as there are Scihiſms, | 0- 
this Poſition beth the Schilmaticks, Dona 
tilts and St. Auguſtin were agr eed. 

Perirem fi eſſem de parte Pauli--| Aug. in 
i ſh-nild periſh(eternally Jif I were Pſc1.30» 
of a party of which St.Paul was the 


}® leader : How then ſha!l I avoid perdition 


it 1 be of the party of Donatus | of Euther, 
Calvin, Tindall, eve ? | 
Puamvis Novatianus-- [Though Paciar 
C the Schiſ-matick, ) Novatian Epiſt 2. 
hath been put to death {| for the 7 Sym- 
Faith, ] yet he hath not been prox. 
crowned. Why not Crowned? 
Becauſe he died out of the peace, concord 
and communion of the Church, ſeparated 
from that common Mother,ot whom whoſo- 
evcr will be a Martyr, muſt be a Member. 
we ought rather to en- oy 
dure any torments, then con- Py: Alex. 
{ent ng the dividing of 2546-46: 
Gods Church : Since the Martyrdom, to 
which we expoſe our ſelves by hindring 2 
diviſion of the Church, is no lefs glorious, 
then that which is (uffred for refuſing to 
Sacrihce to Idols. | ; 
_ $i in Navi pericula ſunt-- | Aug-Scr.22- 
it there be dangers to thole de diverſis- 
E 2 Whe 


z. 


. arc not with uSs 
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who are 1n the Ship, there is certain drowns | 


Aup. in ing to thoſe who are out of it. 
Pjale.g2. In montem ſanttum tuum--- ] In- 
to his Holy M ountain. His holy 
Mountain is his Holy Church. This is 
the Mountain which according to the Vili- 
on of Daniel, grew to this vaſtine(ſs from 


a {mall ſtone, and breaks all the Kingdoms *' 
of the earth, and which encreaſed in | 


greatneſs till it filled the whole ſarface of 
the earth. In this Mountain he was heard, 


who ſaid, I cryed with my voice unto the ©. 


Lord, and he heard me from his holy 


Mountain. Whoſoever prays beſide this EY 


Moun'ain, let him not hope to be heard to 
etcrnal life. Many arc heard in many of their 
rcquclts; but let them not boatt becauſe 
they are heard. The Devils were heard in 
their req. eſt to be ſent into the Swine , 
Let us dcefire to be heard to eternal life. 


There cannot poflibly be made | 


Iten.l.4. any Reformation of ſuch im- 
c- 62. portance, as the miſchiet of 
Schiſm is perniciovs: 

Aug. in Nobiſcum eftis in Baptiſmo---] 
Pfal. 48. You ( Donatiſts ) are with us 11 

Baptiſm, in the Creed, and in 
the other Sacraments of our 'Lord. But in 
the Spirit of Vnity, in the Bond of Peace, 
and tally in the Catholick Church you 
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Tenenda eft nobis Chr ftiana Re- Ang. de 

lioio--- | Chriſtian Religion 1s to Vera Relig. 

be held by us, and the Commus- | 

nion of that Church which isCatholick ,and 
* is named Catholique, not only by her chil- | 
* dren, but alſo even by her encmies. | 
* Ficrinon poteſt---Iit cannot Ang.Epiſt. 
: poflibly be, thatany one ſhould 48. 
> have a juſt cauſe to ſeparate his 
> Communion from the Communion of the 
> whole world. 
' OUthancomittam ſapientiam-- | Aug.cont. 7 
Not to {peak of that Wiſdom , Epift. 

which you do not believe to be Fundam» 
ta the Catholique Church, there « 3. 
> are many other things which 
> moſt juſtly keep me in her bolome : the con- 
2 ſent of people and'Nations keeps me : the 
* authority begun by amiraclcs, nouriſhed by 
© hope; cncreaſed by charity , eſtabliſhed by 
_- antiquity keeps me there : A fucceflion of 
? Biſhops trom the Chair of St. Peter. (to 
{ whom our Lordafter his Aſcenſion commits 

ted his Sheep tobe fed )to the preſent P on- 
{ trhcate, keeps me there, Lalily, the very 

Name of Catholique keeps me there , which 

name the Church alone among ſo many 
Herefies hath not without jult reaſon poſſct- 
{ed, inſomuch' as though all Hereticks 
arc deſirous to be cailed Cathoulicks, yet if 
a liranger asketh any of them wherc tho 
E 3 Cathvligic 
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Catholique- Congregation meets, not any 
of them has. the boldneſs to ſhew him hi 
own Temple. Theſe therefore ſo' naw 
and fo great bonds, keep a believer firm 
in the Catholique Church, although by 
reaſon of his natural duluels, & perhaps hi 
fins, he does not maniteſtly ſee and pence 


. 
+ \ 


4 
| 
= 


| 


trate the depth of Divine Truthes. But # + 
'mong, you ( Hereticks ) who have none 
theſe advantages to invite or hold me , us 


thing is heard to found , but a ( vaiz ) pro-Þ 


mile of true Podrine , &c, 


, 
= 


Fulgent. de Firmiſime tene, et nullatenu | © 


Fide adPet. dubites--| Hold mouft tirmly 


cape 39. and doubt not at all that eve- 


ry Heretick or Schiſmatict 
baptiſed in the Name of the Father and ot! 


the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt, it | before?” 
he Dies | he be not joyned and incorpora- | 
ted into the Catholick Church, he can by no F- 


W_ 
. 


means be ſaved, though he ſhould give ne-! 


ver {0 many Almes, yea though he ſhould | 
ſhed his Blood for the Name of Chriſt, *For | 


% 


\ 


neither Baptiſm nor liberal diftributing of 
Alms, nor the undergoing death tor the | 


Name of Chriſt can profit any one to Sal- 
vation, as long as Heretical or Schilmatical 


lewducfs perſevercs in him, which leadeth © 


to | eternal] deaths 
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WW 6. | 
T7 | 

u $. 3- Of the Catholick Churches Authority. 44 | 
mi Of interpreting Seripture. | 
rm. Saint Auguſtine informs us, 


by that a cextain acquaintance ot Aug. Re- 
his + his derided the Diſciples of trad41. 1. 
ne- © Catholick Faith, by which men 
++ * were commanded to believe | the Church |] 
of > not being taught by demonſtrative Raalons 
19-17 what was true. To ſatisfie tbis Friend, he 
ro- © wrote bis Book De Utilitate | 
, F* credendi [ Eccleſiz ] i» which 1d de Uti- 
1 bewritesthus,lIt is fitly inftituted litate- 
nly  - by the Majeſty of Catholick Diſ- 
ve- © cipline, that thoſe who come to Religion, 
ick\ ſhould before all other things be perlwaded 
of} to believef the Church ]But you will lay,were 
Ore It not better that Realon ſhould be employ- 
ra-* cd to moye me, -which without any teme- 
no} rity I might follow witherſocver it leadsme? 
ne- Perhaps it might be ſo: But fince to come 
uld |; to the knowledge of God by Reafon is 
For a matter of ſo great importance and dit- 
of © ficalty, do you think that generally all men 
the | are capable of ſearching into the Reaſons 
al- | by which mens minds may be brought to 
cal > a knowledge of Divine Myſterics ? Or are 
th the greateti number of mea fach ? or but 
a tew ? I ſuppoſe you will an{wer, But a 
few. Itſo,duyou think that the knowledgs 
of Religion is to be denycd to all the rct, 
'' 4 whe 
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who have not ſo piercing a Judgement?---— | 
It is a miſerable thing to be decrived Þ* 
Authority 3 but it is much more miſer- '*: 
able not to be moved by it. If Gods © 
Providence does not preſide over human | F. 
affairs, there will be no cauſe why we 3 
(hould trouble our ſelves about Religion-- 3 
We ought not therefore to deſpair that 7 
fome Authority 15 conſtituted by God , 
by which thoſe who walk doubtfully may 
be raiſed up to God. is 
Put fi quis Sapiens extitiſſet-- | © 

Ang. ds 1 conceive that it there were © 
Unitate extant a wiſe man to whom © 
Fecl.c.19« our Lord had given his Tefti- 7 
mony, | viz. that be ſhould be l 

direfled by him: | and if thatqman werecon- © 
fulted by us concerning this controverkie, | 
we ſhould not at all doubt tv do whatſoever 7 
he injoyned us, leaſt we ſhould be adjudgetl 3; 
to oppoſe cur ſclves, not ſy much to that 7 
man him(clf, as to our Lord Jefus Chriſt, by 
whoſe Teſtimony he is recommended. Now 
fuch Tettimony doth our Lord afford to his * 
Church. | 
Heretici qui cum in unitate-- | © 

Ang. in H-rettcks, who though they *: 
P/al.-41. be not in Catholick Unity and © 
| Communion,yetGlory in theti- 

tle ofChriſtians,are compelled to oppole Or- 7 
thodox Believers, -and they have; the bold- } 


nels 


Ws. 
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neſs to attempt the ſeducing "unkilful Chri- 
ſhans by force of diſputing and Realonings 
whereas our Lord came with a p-culiar 
Medicine againſt this, wh:n he enjoyncd 
(Inot reaſoning, but ) Bclicving to all peo- 
pe. But Hereticks are forced to take the 
way of arguing by reaſon, becaul- they ce 
themſelves in a moſt abjc& Condition, it 
ther Authority be con pared with Chatho- 
lick Authority. Therefore they endeavour 
to prevail by a pretence and promiſe of 
Reaſon againſt the moſt unſhaken Authort- 
ty of the firmly eſtabliſhed Church. This 
is the uniform, and, as it weres regular te- 
merity of all Hereticks. But the moſt cle» 
ment Emperor of our Faith has fortified 
with the Citadel of Authority his Church, 
both by numerous Congregations of Peo- 
ple and Nations, and the Chairs of his 
Apoſtles ; He allo by a fery pioully learned 
and truly Spiritual men has armed his 
Church with niolt copious proviſions of 
Invincible Reaſon. But the mot ecure & ra- 


tional Diſcipline is, That thoſe who are ig- 


norant or infirm ſhould 'bereceived within 
the Caſtle of Faith.[ depending on Authority ] 
that they may be dctended by thoſe whocan 
combate with the weapons of molt power- 
tul Reaſon, 

Nee nos ipfi tale aliquid audere- 
Aug.de, mus afſerere-- ] Neither durtt 
we 
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Baptiſmo weafhrm any ſuch thing | viz. £ 
cont. Do- that Hereticks ought nt to be re» © 
wat l. 2» baptized | if we were not 
ſtrengthned by the unanimous 7 
Authority of, the univerſal Church : To : 
which Authority , no doubt, Cyprian| who © 
beld the contrary ] would have ſybmittcd, if 3 
in his time the truth ofthis queſtion had been 7 
efiabliſhed by the examination and decifiuvn © 
of a Flenary Council. | 
Proinde quamvis hujus rei certe 
Aug. cont» de Scripturis Canonicis non pro- 3 
Creſcon. Fferatur exemplum-- | Although ©: 
l.1-c-3J no expreſs example can be © 
brought out ot Canonical 
Scriptures touching this Point | of rebapti- 37 


Zation: | yet the truth of the fame Scri © 
ptures in this matter is held by us, when , 
we do that which has pleaſed the Univer- F 
{al Church, whichthe Authority of Scripture * 
themſclves does commend : That ſince the © 
Holy Scripture cannot deceive| us, Jhe whoe © 
{oever is in fear of bcing deceived by the ** 
obſcurity of this queſtion, may conlult the 
fame Church about it, which Church the ' 
holy Scripture doth without all ambiguity 
demonſirate. p 
Aliud eft cum Autboritati credi- | 
Ang. de mu-| Itis one thing when we | 
DBrantit, believe, ſubmitting to Autho- 2 
Anime. Tthorityz and another when | 
Ce 7 we 
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t © we yicld torcaſen. Tobclicve Authority 1s 
e> © a way very compendious and without la- 
bour. 

Et fi nulla ratione indagetur-| Aug. conte 
Whatſoever is irom Ancicut Ju/ian- 
times preached by our Ortho- [. 6. c 5. | 
dox Faiti1, and beheved through 
the whole Church, though by noſearch of 
xcaſon it ean be found out, and though by 
no ſpeech it canbe clearly exprefſſed,yet not- 
withlianding it is [ tobe acknow!edged ] mot 
kruc. 

Heretict ſ1nt ſibt arbitri Re- 
ligianys- ]Hereticks are to them Flrl.1. 
{clves judges of Religion 3 
Whereas the proper work of Relipji- 
ou is the Daty of Obedicnce | to Au- 
tbority. | 

Nox ad S ripturus provocan- 
dun eſt-] We muſt not ( diſpu- Tertull.de 
ting with Herettcks ) appeal to Preſcripſe 
Ecripture, Netther is the de- c. 19. 
batz he conlticutcd in things, 

111 which cither no victory at all wi'l tcllow, 
or an uncertain one, or little bcttcr than 
uncertain. For though the ſucceſs of ex- 
amining Scriptures ſhould not be (uch, 
di- | that each party ſhould have no advan- 

> tage over the other , yet due order Ic- 
quires that that ſhould b: firfi propcled, 
about which at prc{ent we arc to diſpute, 
PiZs 
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iz. to which of the parties / the prea- 
ing of ) Faith belongs : who have right 
to the Scriptures: from whom,and by whom, 


and when,and to whom that Diſcipline has 7 


4 


! 


q 


Vi 
gi 
4 


been delivered by which men are made 7 


Chriſtians : For where the Truth b-th of 7 


Chriſtian Diſcipline and Faith ſhall ap A, 


pear to be, therealſo will be the Truth o . 
Scriptures and Expolitions,and all Chriſtian 


Traditions. 


Sz quid horum per ozhem fre- z 
Ang.Epit. quentat Ecclefia-- ] Among ſuch F 
118. things, whatſoever is praGiil- © 
ed by the Church through the Þ 
world,to diſpute whether ſhe ought notto F 
be imitated thcrcin, 15a mark of moft info- © 


Ient madneſs. 


Scire ſufficit-- | It is a ſufficient 
Arg. de Motive to rcje& trom our Be- 
He-cſ. lict whatſoever we know to be 
contrary to the teaching of the 


Church. 


Dicet aliquis, fi Divi;zeloquiy- | * 
Vincent» It may be demanded, how, it 


Livin. both the Devil and his Diſciples 
Com #»c. do make uſe of and apply Di- 
38. vine Scriptures, Sentences and 


Promiſes, of whom ſome are | 


falſe Apoſtles, others falſe Prophets, and al! 


ot them Hereticks : What ſhall Catholick 
children of our Mother the Church do ? | 


How 
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4- F How ſhall they diſcern truth from falſhood | 
nt | in( interpreting ) Holy Scriptures ? Hereto 
n, ® we an{wer, ( according as we have recei- | 
5 2 ved from Holy and learned men before us ) | 
Ic *Zthat they mult be very careful to interpret 
of # Scriptures according to the Traditions of | 
Pl the Univerſal Church, and according to the | 

& Rules of Catholick Do@rine. | 


SECOND QUE STEFON:P 
Hy 1 F 


WHY ARE You 
A 3 
PROTESTANT?*| 


PR ſidcred ({criouſly on ty 

LEY Subjekt of our lali DIE 
. C7”, s courle ? 4 
FRS2D | cf Prot. Y 5. 7 
NS; Ny Cat», And have youſ! 
- 73 A to 


und either in Scripy 


' ture, Tradition, Councils, 
or Holy Fathers, any warrant to remain divided;$ 
both in Dodrize and Diſcipline, from all Church! 
6 antiently exiſtent upon Earth 3 and at th 


” a0! 
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But, Why are you a Proteſtant ®.£8 63 
, Y fame time to profeſs, notwithſtanding, a Belief of 
F One, Holy, Catholick, Church, ont of whiſe Commu- 
nion there us no Salvation. | 
* Prot. I treely acknowledge that I am not able 
” & to produce any conſiderable Quotations to con- 
$ © front yours : Dnotations, I mean, aſſerting the 
= Avthority of particular, or xew-erefted Churehes, 
& independent on others. 
J Cath. Then fince, it ſcems, both Scripture, 
VN; E Fradition, Councils and Fathers have given their 
” Teſtimonies againſt you, Why are you ( till ) a 
” Proteſtant ? 
3 $-46+ Prot. Sir, Iuppole you do believe 1 
I ® fhould be very glad to hind out a Church to whoſe 
EF Anthority 1 could think my ſelf obliged cntirely 
to ſubmit mine own judgment, and ſecurely ta 
=y commit my Soul to her guidance. Bur hitherto 
* © not having becnable to tind ſuch an one, I muſt 
__ © becontent to ſtay where Iam : For as for the 
” Roman Church, to whole Commuzion alone you 
> wouldinvite me, fhe appears to me fo wholly de- 


11 11:88 praved, that I think a real Mjracle would hardly 
Di draw me to joyn my ſelf to her Communione 
\ Cath. 1 ſee, Sir, that you, deſpairing to juſtifie 


your own Churehes, and to excuſe them from 
Schiſm, do ſeek to draw me to particular Diſ- 
Scrip) putes : By which notwithſianding you can re- 
tncil\} ceive no benefit at all, whatever the ſucceſs of 
vided fuch Diſputes ſhall be : For till the unpardona- 
wrch'Y ble guilt of Schiſm will lic upon you. However I 

will not refuſe fo far to comply with you, Theres 


- 
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fore tell me, Wherein conſiſts that depravation 
you (peak of ? 

Prot. It conſiſts in this, that both her Defrives 
and Diſcipline are framed, as on purpoſe tocom- 
ply with wordly intereſts: and by conſ{cquence 
are oppoſed to the Spirit of Chriſtianity. 

Cath. How does that appear ? 

$6. 47. Prot, It appears more than ſufficiently 
in this, that {( as the Jate learned 
Archbiſhop of Spalato obſerves) all Scoglis del 
thoſe Points of your Belief and Chr.Naxfr. 
Pradtice which we condemn, and 
for which we {cparate from your Chwrch, are 
ſuch as manitcftly have a ſtrong influence on the 
ſatisfying cither her Ambition or Covetouſueſs. 

Cath. Which are the Points which you ſup- 
poſe to comply with Ambition ? _ 

Prot. Theſe which here follow # x. Tor Chur- 
ehes aſſuming the Title of Catholick, to ber ſelf a- 
lone, with excluſi\n of all other Churches. 2. The 
Popes aſſumed Univerſal Authority. 3. His preten- 
ded TInfallibility in determining Controverſics. 4.His 
wſurped Temporpal Authority. 5. A Power to be 
acknrwoledged as given #0 Prieſts, by conſecrating 
the outward Symbols, to make the glorified Body of 
eur Savinur preſent on the Altar. 6. The Offering 
#t wn Sacrifice tothe Father. 7. The expoſing of it 
?o mens Adoration. 8. The Obligation impoſed on 
all ſinners to diſcover their maſt ſecret ſins to Prieſts 
#22 Confeſſion, and to ſubmit to ſatisfattions enjoyyed 
by them. 9. A proud eſteem of attsining to Jaſti- 
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and Salvation by your own Merits. Thus your 
Clergy, mot content to invent D-&rines proper 
to procure their own Exaltation, would ialvill 
Pride into the people alſo. 

s. 48. Cath. For what Dofrines do you ac- 
cuſe the Roman Church of Covetouſneſs ? 

Pr,t. Of this latter ſort are the Romane Do- 
ines. 1. Touching Prayer for the dead and Pur- 
gatory, out of the torments whereof Sonls are ty be 
redeemed by Maſſes, Alms, &c. 2. The gaining of 
Heaven by moncy given for Indulgenccs. 3. The 
Invocation of Saints. 4. The worſhipping of their 
Images and Relicks : To which Pilgrimages are or- 
dained with coſtly Offerings, &c. 

Sd. 49+ Cath. This Obſcrvatizu, made by the 
intamo'1s Apoſtate you named, it rightly conſide- 
red, truly {cems to argue a guilt ſumewherez yet 
not in the Church, but much rather in thoſe who 
ſeparated from her. For it ſtrongly argucs, that, 
fince, to oppole her, they made choice only of 
thoſe Points which regarded the Hynmur, Auth 
rity and IYealth of the Clerzy, tu? trac Mitives 
inducing them to rebel aganutt the Chir were, 
not any zeal tor Truth, or carc ior thr Sculs 
(tor they acknowledg hcr Orthrdoxas to ali P11.uts 
of DoErine approved by tormcr Heretices.)Trat 
thexcefore which ſtirred up their rage ag,-uult her 
was Envy, Hatred of Obedience, and a ihiiſt un-. 
quenchable to rob her ot the Treaſore and Poſſeyi- 
ns conferred on her by the Picty of thr 4 
Progenitours. Now Str, tell me fancercly, I: you 
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were to eſtabliſh a Church, would you take for F 
your pattern that Schiſmatical King 
Feroboam, who chole Prieſts from the 1 Kin.12. ® 
dreggs of the people 3 or God himſelf, 1 
who inſtituted a ſplendid C lergy ? h 

Prot, It cannot indeed be denied, but that © 
contemptible, necdy and depending Direfours of i 
Souls will but vcry meanly difcharge fo high an © 
Office as Chriſt has committed to them, having | 
made them Spiritual Judges of | 
M:nkindanditiled them the Light Mat:$.13,14+ | 
of the world, and the Salt of thc 
Earth. | 

$. 50. Cath. It the firft Reformers had been 
of your judgment, they would firſt- have reform- ? 
ed in' themiſtIves their inordinate Paſſions. But, |} 
Si, if you pleaſe, Ict'us leave the judgment of 
mens ſecret intentions to Almighty God, to whom 
alone they are open and tranſparent. However, 
this may with full aſſurance be aſſerted, That it 
Sacriledge and treedom from Eccleſiaſtical Frriſ- 
diftion were not the oncly prime Motives, they 
were, and will be, the prime Effe&s of your mul- 
tiplicd Reformations. 

S, 51+. Prot. I am well content to defiſt from 
enquiring into the ſecret thoughts of perſons on 
either fide : And therefore IT will henceforth 
conſider the torementioned Points in debate | 
between us, ablokitely and in themſelves. And © 
ſo doing, you muſt give me leave to ſay, That 
this alſo may with full aſſurance be aſſerted, that, 
what- 
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whatever Motives the Roman Charch may have to 
require Belief of them, we cannot aflent to them 
without rendring our ſelves guilty of apparent 
contradicting Scripture generally in them all, and 
no leſs than the heynous Crimes of Swperſtition 
and Idlatry in ſeveral of them. 

Cath. I donot much wonder to hear from 
you ſo cruel a Cenſure of our Catholick, Belief. Yea, 
perhaps I ſhould ry felt joyn with you in the 
like, if I ſhould take a proſpect of the Church 
by the ſame falſe Light that I perceive you have 

ONes 

Frot. Why, Sir, from whence ſhould I reccive 
Light to diſcover what you teach, but from our 
Controvertiſts ? 


$.52. Cath. I did not at all doubt from whence 
And therefore 


that which yon call Light came. 
permit me to tell you,that if you frame your judg- 
ment touching the Faith of Catholicks by what you 
tfmd commonly in Controvertifts , you will con- 
demn you know not what, nor whom. Ns 

Pyot. This is ftrange : Do none of our Con- 
trovertiſts underſtand what your Church tcach- 
es? 

S. 53. Cath. What, and how much they un- 
derſtand I cannot detine. But this I may with 
confhdence ſay, that generally judging of your 
Controvertiſts, not a twentieth part of one of 
their Volumes contains an examination of the ne- 
ceſſary Faith of the Church, which Faith not- 
withſtanding is pretended to be confuted in every 
Page. F 2 Prog 
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Prot. Notwithſtanding what you (ay, yet your 
Controvertiſts alſo in ws Bora our Books, doc 
take on them to.defend whatſoever ours oppoſe 
as the Dottrines of your Church, 

Cath. It is too true indecd of {ome of them ; 
who deſerve much to be blamed for giving 
thercby oegalion to our Adverſaries to. multiply 
unneceſſary Debates, by a partial eſteem of their 
own private, adoptcd Opinions, of their peculiar 
Interpretations of. the Churches Dofrmes, their 
probable Adaitioas to them, and Iyferenees from 
them : all which they are defirous ſhould pals 


tor Points of Catbolick Faith. Beſides this, ſeve- 


ral Schoolmen there are, whoſe end of Writing 
being to boaſt their 1/32 and Swbtilty, who will 
penetrate into all things 3 no Myſteries ſhall be 
1ncomprehenſible to their Philoſophy, and who 
think it a great Myſtery to advance Poſwzous bor- 
dering, on the very brink of Hereſie, Speculative 
or Moral, and then by ſome nice Diſtin&jon to 
prove them, if not Orthodox, at leaſi not deſcr- 
ving, the utinoſt Cenſeres. And of theſe mens 
ralhnels Proteſtants oft-times take advantage, and 
ztealoully oppule then, as it the Church were ob- 
liged to, make good their azry Speenlations. 

$. 54+ Prot. What Expedient, then do you 

propoſe to me by which I may be certainly in- 
tormcd of your Churebes DoGrines. 

_ Cath. The. way is plain, cafie and ſhort, it you 
will look betorc you and not, wiltuſly g0 out of 
lt, 


P rote 


But, Why are yon aTroteſtint © 69 


Prot. Ipray you put me into that way. 

' Cath. The wit is to examine candidly and (e- 

rioufly the Churches own Deciſions only, which it 

you do, you will tind how little ſhe is concern'd 
inthe accuſations you lay againſt ber. 

Prot, It this prove true, {arely our Moder 
C omtrovertiſts have a dreadful Acconnt to nike to 
God, who ſeem ſtutlicuily to deſipn the wide- 
ning, of the breaches athong Chriſt;.tns. 

C ath. That whatlI lay is true; I dare take the 
contilence to make your felt the Jz#dge. And 
this 1 undertake to demonſtrate through all the 
controverted Poixts before mentioned by you, 
not by diſputing, alledging Proyfs, or an{wcring + 
Objedions 3 but only by repreſenting briefly to 
you, in a {imple mstiner, the pure, naked Do- 
drine oft the Church in relation to all theſe 
Points. 

Prot. I am likewiſe ſufficiently averſe trom 
clamorous Diſpntes, which commonly are only 
Prizes of a quick Fancje or voluble tongue, and 
tomentors ot unruly Paſſions. Therctore I expect 
what you intend to fay, . 

$. 55+ Cath. Bctore I begin, I have a trw 
Requeſts ( in my judgment not unreaſonable ) to 
make to you. The firſt 3s, x. Tnat ( having lup- 
poſed that upon a true or falſe Belief Ercynity of 
Happineſs or Miſery depends ) you would torce 
your Imaginatio# to put yourfſelt in that ſtate in 
which your firſt Reformers really were, unmedi- 
atcly betore they broke from the Charches Ob 


/ 
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dience and Communion , and ſuppoſing that you 
were earneſtly tempted by them alſo to forſake' 
it, by adhering to a New-begun Society, never | 
heard of in the world before, upon a pretence *| 
that the Chureh in which you live, and which * 
you as yet eſteem to be the true Catholick Church, | 
+ teaches moſt pernicicus Errours , Superſtitions, 
| and Idvlatrous pradtices : Of the Juſtice of which 
pretence your Tempters, now declared Enemzer, 
will needs be the Jas es. 

Prot. This I will + HER to perform. 

$S. 56+ 2. Cath.My Second Requeſt is, That you 
will acknowledge that the Dodtrines of Catholick 
| Faith, once decided by the Church, are tobe un- 
derliood in the plain literal Sence, and in the la- 
titude of the Churches expreſſion. And by con- 
ſequence that when they are ſeverally reſtrained 
4 to different particular Senſes by interpretation of 
Catholick writers, fuch Interpretations arc not ne- 
ccſſarily to be admitted by you : And much leſs 
| are other Ductrins, by inference drawn from them; 
| to be eſteemed Points of Catholick Faith, but only 
{1 Opinions of particular Divines, which do not ob- 
| iige to Aﬀſent. 
2s: Prot. This ought in reaſon to be acknows- 
C) Pole | 
i 57+ 3 Cath. My third and lalt Requeſts is, 
| brite, wheu your Tempters ſhall tell you thatthe 
\s atholick Church teaches Dodrins contrary to 
cripture,you would acknowledge that unlels ſnch 
(eres Contrgricty can be evidently demon- 
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Rated to you, you ought not for that cauſe to 
forfake the Churchcs Communion : For undoub- 
tcdly; where her Dofrines ſeem only probably 
contrary to ſome Text of Scripture, her Authort- 
tyis ſuch as to oblige you to believe that her 
Sence ought to be preferred before that of her 
Enemies, who are deſtitute of all Authority. And 
it would be madneſs to tranſgreſs the neceſſary 
Duty of peaceful Obedience and of avoiding 
Schiſm, upon a probable hope of finding ſome 
Truths aohers 

Prot.Reafon requires that this alſo be granted. 

$. 58. Cath. Theſe conceſſions therefore being 
preſuppoſed, give me leave to put you in mind 
of what you faidat the entrance into this our 
Diſcourſe, viz. That, this may be with full afſ#- 
rance aſſerted, that you cannot aſſent to any of thoſe 
Dottrines taught by the Roman Church, and reje(t- 
ethy your Party, without rendring your ſelf guilty 
of apparent contradifting Scripture. 

Prot. 1 remember this well : but how will you 
diſprove me ? 

Cath. It this Perſwaſion ot yours were well. 
grounded, it would be not only in vain, but un- 
lawful for me to ſcck to withdraw you from it. 
But being on the other ſide aſſured, that what 
you lay is apparent, i1sonly fo in a falſe appear- 
ance to your mind prepoflcd ; I hope I may with- 
out vanity promiſe to demomirate to yon that 
you only think, and this without ground, that 
you are aflured, 
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Prrt. You make large Promiſes to your (elf, | 


which I b-lieve will have ſmall effe& upon me. 


Cash. Sir, Truth and a Good antention make | 
me conhdent, that Divine Grace, which is Omni- | 
p-tent, will accompany them. Whereas there- | 
tore you fay, That Romane Doftrines ave appa- | 
rently, or evidently contary to Scripture : 1 de- | 


ſire you to take into conſideration that the ſame 
Romaj: Church, at the ſame time, both propoſcd 
the Belief of thoſe Dofrizes to your firſt Refir- 
mers, and alſo gave them the Scriptures, teftity- 
ing that they were the infallible JYord of God. 
Thcrefore certainly it was far from being cvident 
to ber that her Dofrines did evidently contradict 


Divine Revelation. Now you will not ſurely deny 
but that in the Catholick Church there are men | 


as learned, and thoſe in a far greater nnmber, 
than among Proteftayts , Men, I ſay, who alſo 
make the Scriptzres their principal ſtudy, and 
have publiſhed al:noſt innumerable Commentaries 
on them 3 again, Mex, of whom a great number 
live {.queltred trom the world, in an affiduous 
Practice of Spiritual Prayer, and therefore not 
likely to have their judgments perverted by 
worldly intereſts : Yet not any one of theſe docs 
fee, or but kulpect that the Faith they profeſs is 
contradictea by Gods Word ; on the contrary, 
they invincibly demonſtrate, that the Chureb has 
been, as tne only Depoſitory of Scripture, fo like- 
wilc of the true Sence of it : How comes then 
tha: to be evident to you, whic" 15 invilible 


to 
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3 to them? Which way went the Spirit of God,from 
J the whole Church, to inhabite a dcbauched zncc- 
I fuow Fryer,ora (tigmatized Picard,upon whole cre- 
dit doubtleſs you have taken up your Evidence? Ui 
\& they could have ſhewed you in Scripture ſuch pal- 
{ages as theſe, The Pope is not the Swpream Biſh'p & 
Viſible Head of the Church \, Bread by Sandification 
does not become the Body of Chriſt; IVe ought not 
to confeſs our ſins to Pricts, Purgatory # a mccr 
humane invention : It # an injury to Chrift to de- 
fire Saints, but none tv deſire Sinners, t» pray for 
us, Kc. Such ſayings indeed as theſe might have 
juſtified your charge againſt the Church, that ſhe 
contradicts Scripture» But where are ſuch fay- 
4 ings to be found, except it.be in the Heretieal 
IWritings ot your Refurmers * On the contrary, 
* ſome Points contradidory to thoſe are found h- 
tcrally contained in Scripture 3 and to clude 
them you are forced to have recourle to figura- 
tive ſenſes : and the relt are conveyed to us by 
the ſame Amth rity, by which we rcceive the 
| Seripture it (elf, Yea by the Haly Fathers juſtified 
{ as conſonant to. Scripture : and however I ſup- 
| pole you will not ſay, that ſilence is equivolent 
to expreſs contradiction. The utmoſt that you 
can fay is, that perhapz you can produce now 
and then ſome ſcattered Texts of Scripture from 
which youu can make a thew of arguing againlt 
{ome Texcnts of the Catholick Church : But what 
will that avail you, fince Probability (as hath 
been (aid) will not cxcule you for omitting a ne- 
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cefſary duty of obedience, and incurring the hor-M.,,, 
ribte guilt of Schiſm. Where now do you ſeit 
an evidence that the Church contradicts Scrip. ſp 
rure ? St © 
Prot. I ſhall be better cnabled to give a reſo. | | 
Tution in this Point, when, according to your 
promiſe,you ſhall have given me an account of the 
neceſſary Dofirines of your Church in the points 
conmroverted between us. ” 
$. 60. Cath. That Promiſe 1 will now, with 
Gods affiſtance 3 diſcharge through all the Point: Wh; 
mentioned by you in the beginning. | 
And firſt as touching the two firſt Pointe, 
VIZe 
1+ The Churches Anthority. | 
2+ The Popes Univerſal Furiſdidtion, 8&c. 
enough hath been ſaid in our former diſconrſe, 
Yet tor your further fatisfaGtion 1 will enlarge my 
felt a little moxc. Take theretore into your con- 
fideration that it is a Frrndamental Truth agrced 
on by all Catholicks, That the only Obje&ts of Ca- 
tholick Faith are ſuch Divine Truths as are reveal- 
ed in Gods Word, and alſo prop:ſed to all by the 
Catholick Church to be believed by Divine Faith. 
Now this general Ground bcing preſuppoſcd, 
in caſc any Controverfies ſhould ariſe touching, the 
fence of any Divine Truths revealed, it is unque- 
ttionably neceſſary that ſome Means ſhould be ap- 
pointed by God to determine ſuch controverſies, 
and to prevent a diſſipation of his Church by 
Hereſies and Schiſms, And what other Mear 


! 
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Fn be imagined efficacious hereto then what 
Hith been taught and prafiſcd even from the 
ſpoſtles time, and this declared by the Councel 
pt Trent, That no man truſting to hs own pru- 
Fence | or 5kill | ſhall preſame to inter- 

ret Holy Scripture in matters of Faith Conc. 

r Manners pertaining to edification of Trid. 
briſtian Dottrine, wreſting it to bis Sell. 
wn ſences, againſt that ſence which ou? 

ply Mother the Church doth, or hath beld | to 
hom it belongs to judge of the true ſence and in- 
rretation of Holy Scriptures | or alſo againſt the 
animous conſeut of the Fathers ? 

3 This is that which the Roman Catbolick 
E:rch teaches concerning her Authority of in- 
rpreting controverted Texts of Scripture» No 
ore thcn this is any Catholick, obliged to be- 
eve, Now I leave it to your conſcience whe- 
er you can think it 2 ſufficient Gro»1d lor you 
d break from her Communio# upon this quarrel, 
<cauſe ſhe judges more fit that the judgement of 
e whole Body of Teachers and Governours ap- 
[Pointed by God in her, ſhould prevail againlt 
our lingle judgment, or that of a few Apyt2t- 
linifters ; Eſpecially conſidering the Promiſes 
ade by our Lord to his Apoſtles and thcir law- 
| Scceſſours, that his Spirit ſhould 

main with them and direit them into JO- 16» 
W! Truth, till the end of the world, lo 13- 

& that #be gates of Hell | that is, ſay Mat. 16+ 
e Fathers, Herefies } ſhould never pre= 18: 
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Prot. Iler it is in vain to contradict this, 

6. 61+ Cath. Let us next proceed to what th 
Church has determined touching the Privileds 
and Amthority of the Prime Paltvzrr the Biſhip 
F.ome. Thus then we read in the Confeſſion 
Faith collected by the Pope himfelt 
0:1t ot the Cozezrcit of Trent, I ackhnow- Brlla Þt 
ledge the Holy Catholich and Apaſtolick P. 4. 
Roman Cherch to be the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all Churches : and 1 promiſe true Oba 
ence t» the Biſhops of Rome, Succeſſour of $t. Pete 
Prince of the Apoſtles, and Vicar of Feſus Chri 
Here the See Apoltalich being acknowledged tl 
Mvther and. Miſtreſs of all Churches, and the Pg 
Vicar of Chrift, his univerſal Jurifdidtion | 
thercin acanuwledged, Which Juriſdiftion, ( 
Authority, we arc not to fuppole to bz arbitr 
and 1inlimitted : but (as we read in ; 
a Cinon of the Cozncil of Florence Conr« 
coniented to by the Emperoner, Patri> Flr. 
ark and other Biſh»ps ot Greece) to be 
eccercifed | x6 (yy TPITH K, is mic eppety]incticy Kc. | aft 
the manner as # 1j) contained in the Geſts of Oecul 4, 
menial Councils and Sacred Canons. And fuch! 
Proimacy wvelied with Authority as this the Gent 
rat Council of Chalccd1if admitted by Proteſt auts k 
ans acxnow. edge in bin; which is allo atteſica 
by Traditiin, and praftice from the beginning Il y, 

$.62 Now the neceflicy ot fuck a ſtanding AuWl a 

ity 18 Gods Chmeh is bims grounded. Taff þ 
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hich can lye no Appeal, 15 conteſtedly refidins 


a lawful General © ouncil, by which ail Deb ates 
hatſocver may be detcrmined, all neceffary 
aws enacted, &c. But it bcing a matter of 1n- 
mite difficulty, eſpecially fince the diviſion of 
he Roman Empire, to bring together {o- vaſt an 
ſſembly from all Regions, and yet U;i:y, eflen- 
al tothe Church, being, 2lwaics- to be preſerved, 
which cannot ' be done without a ſrpcroninent 
nerment alwaics (Xiltent, hence it is come to 
paſs that the ſuprezm Biſhop and Succeſſrzy of the 
rince of the Ap xles,has even from. the beginning 
hen acknowledgcd ris ſupereminent Governor 
hrough all the whole Church, to take care that 
he common eltabhthcd Laws, former Definiti- 
ms and Deciſi rs of the Church be every where 
pblerved and profeſicd 3 to prevent any innova- 
tons in Dottrix, and allo to end Controverſies a- 
nong Catholicks (it any arilc) at leaſt by filen- 
ing contentious Diſpztcs till a General Cornett 
may further conhider them : by which all Schiſins 
are prevented and ally Hereſies, that is any 
Dodrines that arc declared by this ſupream Pa- 
ſo contrary to tormer Chureh-definitions, per- 
petually cruſhed : and laſtly to judge in carufis 
majoribus, when quarrclls ariſe among, Patriarks, 
VN} Metropolitans, &c. 
Thus ſtands the caſe : and now I appeal to 
& Þf your own Conſcience, whether you can imagine 
_ any other Expedicnt for preſerving a general 
0 Pegge and Unity ix Gods Church : And whether 
, 


if 
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if you were appointed,atid alfo enabled, to frame 
ſuch a Chxrch as was neceflarily to continue al. 
waies One Body, Reaſon it (elf would not diQat: 
the fame Order to you. Experience ſhews that al 


Diviſions both in the eſt aud Eaſt are to be aſcri| 
bed ro mens renouncing Obedience to this Commu 


Governonr- 
. $+ 63+ Prot. Truly Sir, I cannot but acknoy- 
ledge that to preſerve Order and Peace in fo val 
a Body as the Church is,there muſt of neceſlity be 
a Gmwernment ; and it Government then Suh 
ordination and conſequently an eftabliſhed $u- 
pream Governowr. And now methinks, refle- 
ating, upon Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 1 fee clearly 
that ſuch an orderly Government was fcttled in 
the Church by the Apoſtles them(ſelves- For if, 
as ſome among, us pretend, the ſame Apoſtles had 
intended no Swpereminence of Biſhops above Preſ+ 
byters, and no degrees of authority among Biſhops 
it could not poſlibly have happened, that a few 
unarmed Biſhops, not aflifted by Secular Power, 
ſhould, fo immediately after the Apoſtles, have 
{ubdued ſuch a world of Presbyters, formerly ſup- 
poled their equals, to their Furiſdiftion, and no 
marks be Jeft in any antient Writers to ſhew that 
thoſe Preshyters relifted, or {6 much as complain- 
ed againſt ſuch an »ſurpation and tyranny. And 
the like may be ſaid touching the Subordination of 


imple Biſhops to Meropolitans, Primats, Patri- | 


arks 3 and of all theſe to the Swpream Paſtonr : 
Though probably thoſe Titles came into the 
Church 
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Church in poſteriour ages. Therefore upan due 
conſideration I cannot deny but my averſion to 
ſuch and ſo qualified an Axthority of the Biſhop 
of Rome, as you ſay is moderated by the Churches 


i Deciſion, is very much abated. 


Cath. Since therefore you now {ce a way how 


I to avoid danger from this (toyou formerly) Rock 


of offence; T may, 1 ſuppoſe, proceed to the follow- 
ing Points of Controverfie touching the Holy Ex- 
chariſt, &-c. | 
$. 64+ 3. Of the Popes Temporal 
Authority and Juriſdiftion- 

Prot. No, Sir, You go too faſt : For, though 
L am perſwaded that our firſt Reformers with all 
their Rhetorick ſhould not have drawn me with 
them out of the Chxrch, upon this Motive of op- 
poſing ſuch an Authority in the Pope, as has been 
acknowledged by General Conncils, and the or- 
dinary Exerciſe ot it to be regulated by approved 
Canons, ſince, T ſuppoſe ſuch Authority regards 
only Ecrleſiaſtical Affairs. But your Church will 
not be contented with this : for ſhe will extend 
it alſo to Temporal matters, even to the diſpoſing, 
of Kingdoms, depofing of Princes, abſolving Sub- 
jets from their natural Allegiance expreſly com- 
manded in Holy Scripture, &c. 

Cath. Where do you find that our Church 


 invelts the Pope with ſuch an Amzthority f 


Prot. 1 cannot diſtin&ly tell you that : but 
of this I am affured that the Pope challenges It 


and as by Divine Right. 
y Divine Rig PER 
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Cath. How do you ground ſuch an aſſu- 


rance ? you will not ſurely ctteem this to be anf 
irretragrable Proof thereof, becauſe ſome of his 


Predeccſſorers have” challenged it, when as for + 


bove a thouſand yeats before them not any pre- | 


ecdent Pope ever pretended to it. 


But let it be fuppoſtd that the preſent Pope | 


did now challenge it : Will you not live in a 

Community in which the Governor challenges 

morc then you will grant to be his due, 
Prot. No truly : eſpecially it that Awthority, 


to which he pretended, cnflangers the ruine of | 
Kingdoms, or the uttcr baniſhment of Peace þ 


every where. For (uch'an Azthority, I amfune, 
was never <fiabliſhcd on carth by our Savirur, 
who is the Prince of Peace. And that which 
makes me aſſured hercot is this, becauſe it Chrit 
had had ſuch an intention of diffolving the 
Frame of all Civil Gverament through the world, 
he would' have left in Scriptzere, or Tradition, 
moſt expreſs proofs of Tuch his will; in a mat- 
ter of that infinite importance : whereas thc 
Fuite contrary rather appcars- 

Cath.Youſay well. But will you tun out of the 
Church m cafe a Pope ſhould chance to challenge 
morc then his due, whcn perhaps no obliga- 
tion lics upon” you to ſubmit to ſuch Authority 
ctailenged-by him, or to acknowledge the jultice 
of 1t ? 

Prot. Dare you difacknowledge this Authority ? 
$. 55. Cath. What I aeknowledge or difac- 


knowledge 
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knowledge is not material. But to re&ify you* 
miſtake, I will ſincerely acquaint you with th* 
whole matter as it ſtands at this day : and thence 
you may colle& what muſt be required trom 
you , in caſe you are a Catholick. 

Prot. You will much oblige me therein. 

Cath. Then, ir cannot be denyed that ( be- 
fides that Temporal Porycr indeed belonging to 
the Pope within his own Dominiozs, of which 
he is now the Temporal Soveraign) ſeveral 
Popes in former times have both Challenged , 
and actually exerciſcd an unlimitted Tempo» 
ral Furiſciion over other Kingdoms and Em- 
pires, Which Furiſdidion, it it hath not beeri 
expreſly acknowledged as juſt, yet it hath been 
ſometimcs ſubmitted to by Kings, either ob- 
noxious and unable to reſiſt, or deſirous to 
make ule of it for their own advantage againſt 
Enemics or Rebels. Several examples hereot 
remain in our Records, particularly during the 
Raigns of King John and' Henry the third. 
But generally Princes, when freed from ſuch 
exigences, have reſolutely and ſtoutly reſiſted 
{uch pretentions of the Roman Court. 

It we now deſcend to latter times,and caſt our 
view on the preſcut ſtate of Chriſtendom. we 
ſhall find Kings and ſtares fo far from admit- 
ting (uch an ekhorbitant forrain Furiſditirion 
to be exetciſed cr acknowledged within their 
Dominions, that not any of them will per- 
mit Reſeripts , Bulls or Mandats from 
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jnough regarding even Eccleſiaſtical affairs ( un- 


«(s rouching private inferiont perſons to be pub- 
iſhed, & much leſs exccuted within their ſtates, 
ti'l examined and approved in their reſpe- 
Give Counſelr. 

Nay morc then this : even the Canons of 
Refirmation prcicribed by the Generall Conncil 
of Trent , as far as they are ſuſpected to ens 
trench upon the Temporal Power of Princes, 
have always bcen retuicd to be admitted in 
France, the Pope not only knowing , but ex- 
preſly allowing, ſuch refuſal ; as appears by the 
Bull of Pope Clement the VIlIth. ſent to Ring Hen- 
ry the fourth, at his reception into the 


P.rro# in Church, and recited by Cardinal Per» F 


Ambaſſ. rn in his Epiſtles : in which Bull 
we tind this Clauſe; His Majeſty 
hall effcfualiy take order that the Council of Trent 
he publiſhed and admitted in all things, Excepting 
only ( at your moſt earneſt Supplication and Petitt- 
on) thaſe things, if there be any ſuch, which can- 
not be put in execution with-ut a real diſturbance 
of publick tranquility. 
The King of Spain likewiſe, though 
Epift. believed to be more compliant with 
Margare- the Court of Rome, being follicited 
te Guber= by the Pope to publiſh and admit 
natrics the fame Comncil ut his Belgick, Pro- 
a1 Archi» wvinces, though he willingly yielded 
-epiſcopem thercto, yet he did it not without 
ky Camera this additional Clauſe adjoyncd , 
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8 Touching the Regalities, Rights, Pre® @& Re- 

* rogatives and Preeminences of his Ma= ſponfis e- 

| jeſty, his Vaſſals, Eſtates and Smbjefs; juſd. 

| the Laycal Furiſdiflion hitherto uſcd, 

| the Right of Lay-Patronage, the Right of Nomi- 
| nation , Hearing of cauſes in the poſeſry matter 
| of Beneficcs, Tithes p1ſſeſſed or pretended to by Secu- 


: lars, GC. in regard of all ſuch things his Majeſties 
* intention #4 that proceedings ſhall go on as bitherts 
8 they have done, without changing any thing at all 
| &c. So neceſſarily ſcrupulous are Chriſtar 
\ Princes to prevent the leaſt diminution of their 
\ Temporal Rights and Priviledges. 

: Morelately likewiſe when certain Authorers of 
2 one Order publiſhed ſeveral Treatiſes,in which they 
* endeavourcd to exalt to the height the Popes 
8 Furiſdiion Univerſal in Temporsl affairs, thoſe 
* Books were cenfured and condemned by many 
! Catholick Univerſities, and committed. to the 
| hire by Publick Authority, the Pope not being 
| ignoxant herevt. And morcover (which per- 
| haps is yet more conſiderable) the Swperiozr 
' General of the faid Religions Order, even in 
Rome it (clt, publiſhed an Edi (known to all 
Chrijtendom)) by which he ftriftly forbad his Sub- 


juits, under moſt heavy Cenſures, to maintain ſuch 
; a Temporal Furiſdittion of the Pope, either in 
Books , Sermons or Diſputations, Now that 
which makes this fo folema a Prohibition of 
more weight is this, that whereas the foreſaid 
\ Authours earneſtly contended to prove that aly 
G 2 Chriſtian; 
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Chriſti2s5 were obliged to beheve the Popes 
Right to ſuch Authority, as an Article of our 
Chriſtian Faith, the ſaid General, by publiſhing 
his Prohibitory Edie, clearly ſhewed that he rc- 
nounced the Belief of ſach a Dofirine : For 06+ 
therwiſe, Who but an Antichriſt would (o ſevere- 


ly under a penalty of Excommunication forbid | 


the teaching or detending an Avticle of Faith ? 
And morcover in a General Chapter not long at- 
ter aſſembled; the ſaid Prohibition was ratifhed 


by all Swperiozrs of the fame Order , as their 
own I#riters teſtifies 


Prot. I muſt. needs confeſs that Chriſtian Þ 


Princes, and Subjeds too, are much beholding 
to that Worthy General for his prudcnce and 
zcal to prevent occalions of tumults and Seditis 
ons. Notwithfianding it ſeems to me that 
Prixces are not yet ſecure : for though the ſaid 
Dottrine ſhould ceafe to be eſteemed an Article 
of Faith, why may it not be detended as an Opi- 
nion, at leaſt Speexlatively probable ? and it lo, 
a ſlender Proþ4bility will have force but too 
great to raiſe and toment Rebellions, when dil- 
contents are multiplied among the people. 

Sd. 66+ Cath. You are much deceived, Sir. 
For beſides that you may be ſure that Princes 
will never permit their Arthority to be rendred 
queſtionable, the very pretending ſuch a Dottrie 
to be only Probable, is equivalently to grant 
that it is no Anthority at «ll : Since every one 
mp knows, that a meer probable Title againſt a long: 

® ho tablilhe 
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eſtabliſhed poſſefſhon (ſuch as is that of Prince 
for their Temporal Soeraignty) is in Law an 


's 


g | Reaſon accounted xo Title : and conſequent!? 
- | none who have any ſence of Chriſtianity wil 
x | cver (ſeek, with the horrible Scandal of Religion, 
= | to inſtill (uch a manifeſtly unjuſt incentive to 
d Þ Rebellion into the minds of Chriſtians. 

? And now, Sir, I beſeech you to conſider 
- # things (criouſly, and then judge ' with what in- 
d F juliice and cruelty our whole Religion and Church 


—_ 
— 


is condemned, as teaching Treafon and RKebeliion, 
aud this only for a few private mens Writings, 
n | 1o generally abhorred by our felyes. 
g Prot. All I can fay hereto is, that for as much 
dF as concerns my felt, I will be no longer an ac- 
- | cuſer of your Church in this matter. Proceed 
t | therefore if you pleaſe, to the other tollowing 
d Þ Points. 
f 4+ Of the Real Preſence and Tranſub- 
fo flantiation. 
), $. 67. Cath. The next Point of Catholick Do- 
of CGrize , oppoſed by all Seftaries , regards thc 
- | Holy Enchariſt. Their rage againſt the tormer 
15 indeed greater, becaule intereſt is more con- 
"| cerncd init ; but a greater advantage tor fe- 
s | ducing the ignorant people they make of this, 
d | becaule they permit them to judge of this molt 
e | dreadful Myſtery by their outward Senſes, which, 
Cztholicks, mttructed by Holy Fathers, tell them 
are not to be believed here. ; 
In the Excharift the firſt matter of Di/j 
G 
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and ground of the reſt, is the Catholick, Doftrine | Þ3 
zgouching thc Real Preſence of our Lords Bidy on Þ & 
the Altar after C:yſecration of the Symbols, thus | 4 
declared in the C1yfeſſion of Pope Pius the fourth, Þ )Y 
out of the Council of Trent, I profeſs that in the 
moſt Holy Sacrament of the Enchariſt is preſen Þ © 
truly and ſubſtantially the Body and the Blood, to- 
gether with the Soul and Divinity of our Lord |þ 3 
Feſus Chriſt : And thas there is made a Converſun Þ P' 
of the whole Subſtznce of the Bread into bis Body, Þ *! 
and of the whole Subſtance of the Wine into by Þ ” 
Blood : Which Cynverſion the Catholick Church Þ Y 
calls Tranſubſtantiation+ 

This Article of our Belief is to us ſolidly 
eſtabliſhed on the Words of Inſtitution, THIS Þ 
IS MY BODY: which Words without any li 
h2urative explication are repeated alike by three Þ ? 
Evangelifts and the Apoſtle Saint Paul : there- 
fore we believe, following univerſal Tradition, | f 
that our Lord ſincerely meant as he ſpake 3 and 
becauſe we believe ſo, we arc hated. C 

Prot. But how can you expe& that we ſhould |} © 
aſſent hereto, ſince our Sexſes contradict it ? _ 

S. 68. Cath. You cannot fay however that | 
our Senſes are deceived : for in this great My- | * 
ſtery they have a right perception of their pro- | 
per Objects, to wit, Colour, Extention, Figure, | 
&c. Neither I ſuppoſe, will you ſay that the 
.udgment which Reaſon from the Senſes colle&s, 
5s always infallible. For if ſo, then (for exatn- 
Ple) our Saviour whilſt living on earth ſhould 
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have been judged a meer Man: And the An” 
gells, appearing to Lot and his d:ughters, no 
Angells but meer mcn : for {u would Reaſon, re- 
lying on the outward Sznfcs, have judged. 

Prot. But in theſe examples Divine Revelation 
exprefly teaches the contrary. 

Cath. Then if in the preſent caſe you were 
aſſured by Divine Revelation that God by a ſ11- 
pernatural Power did on the Prieſts conſccrating 
the Symbols produce a real Change of the Oxt- 
ward Elements into the Body and Blod of Chrift, 
you would believe God againti your Senfcs. 

Prot. I ſhould no doubt. 

S. 69. Cath, Can you have a greatcr aſlu- 
rance hereof, then the expreſs Words of Chriſt 
literally underſtovd by the Conltint Tradition of 
all Churches in all ages? 

Prot. Suchan aſſurance truly would to me bc 
luthcient, 

Cath, Then, fince we are not mct here to 
mannage a formal Diſpute, give me leave tu 
deſire you ſeriouſly to peruſe what las paſſed 
very lately in Writings oa this Argument be- 
tween Monfier Arnauld a Doctour of Sorbozx. 
and the moſt ſubtle of the Hrguenvt Miniſtcr- 
called Myyſieur Cliuzde. Therc , belides Telit- 
monies of Antiquity, you will find . our Catbs- 
lick Dottrixe acknowledged by the Prime Þiſ9p's 
of Greece, Muſcovy, Armenia, and many other 
Oriental Sefis, who by their Atteſtati ns, fub- 
ſcribed with their Names before 1irzeſſes, have _| 
G 4 profcſicc of 


Moo... 


- ——_— 


mm 


— _ OO —— 


68 Bnt, Why are you a Proteſtant ? 


profefied that the DoQrine touching the Real 
Preſence and Change of the Viſible Elements into 
the very Body and Blood of Chriſt, is the conſtant 
Dodtrine of all their reſpective Congregations, 


and that it has been fo delivered to them by their Þ 


Anceftours from the beginning, 

Prot. Truly Sir. it this appear to me, | 
ſhall not trouble my ſelf with Doubts or Ob- 
jeAions from Scba:l Philosophy; nor examine 
the | ww: | How ſuch a change is made; 
which Examination hath been long fince con- 
demned by St. Cyril of Alexandvia, but 


hunbly fubmic my judgment and aflcnt to 


what God has reveal:d, as I do allo in the 


tion &c. For indeed I hind that the Dydrine Þ 


touching the Holy Emnchariſt has from the be- 
ginning been delivened as a Myſtery allo incom- 
prehentivle by natural Reaſon. 

$.70. Cath.You may add hereto,that even the 
Calviniſts themſelves, though the moſt per- 
verſe Enemics to this Myſtery , yet afford a 
conſiderable Proof of it againlt themſelves. For 
{ceing clearly the Tradition touching the Real 
Preſence {0 fully atteſted in the Writings of 
the Holy Fathers and. in Ancient Councils, 
they ,- even when they endeavonr with moſt 
cagernels to oppole it, oppoſe it in lan- 
guage countcrteiting that ot Axtiquityz fo a- 
thamed arc they tu renounce both the ſeuſe 
and cxpreſhons too, of the Primitive Church: 
, This 


| and 'quickens us with the ſubſtance 


: | he be truly communicated to w both by Catech : 
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This may be obſerved not only in the Po- 
lemical Writings of Meſtrezat, Awubertin and 0- 
thers of their Champions, but even in their 
Catechiſme and ſimple Confeſſion of their Faith. 
For, there we read That our Saviour nourifſhes 


of his Body and Blood, That he s Conteſl. 


given us in the Sacrameat aceording to dc Foy : 
bis proper Subſtance, And rhat, thowgh Art. 36. 


Baptiſme and the Goſpel, Tet that x Dimanch 
only in part , and not entircly | ſo that 53. 

it ſcerns, in the Excharijt rhcy re- Ibs 52. 
ceive hum whole ana excirely. ] More- 

over, that the B»dy of the Lord Fe> Ibid. 
ſux, in as much 4s it hath been once 

offered in Sacrifice to reconcile w to God, it is 
ow | in the Euchariſt ] given us to redify us 
that we have part in that reconcilation. 

S. 71» And as tor Engliſh Proteſtants thc 
time was within mans memory, when not 
only the Prelztes of this Church ( without Hzu- 
guenotical bypocriſy ) delivered their Belief of 
this Myftery in expreflions very Catholicks but 
his Majeſties learned and wile Grand-Father 
giving the world an account of the Faith of 
that Chxrch ot which he was the 
Head, delivers it thus, IYe acknow+ Epilt. ad 
ledge a Preſcuce | of Chrilt in the Cardin- 
Sacrament mo leſs true, then you Perron, 
{ Roman Catholicks : ] byt we dare 
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a't determin the manner of it. Neither truly Þ 
dare we Catholicks, Thus learned Proteſtant; 
wrote and ſpoke before this laſt, worſe then 


Zu ing/ian Reformation and new Rrbrick : ſince r= 
which time the Exgliſh Church has permitted Þ ,,, 


all fanatical f{eQtaries to make her a brocher Þ 
of all their frenzies, and a juſtiher of Dotirins Þ a; 


which devour her very vitals, t} 
Prot. Enough of this , Sir, Be pleaſed now &þ | 
to proceed to the next Point. tl 
5. Of Advration of Chriſt in Wo d 


the Holy Euchariſt. q 

$- 72. Cath.The next controverted Doctrine, |} \ 

regatds the Adoration of Chriſt in the Ehly Þþ 

Sacrament. Concerning which the I} 

Concil. fumm of the Churches Faith is com- |} , 

Trid. prized in this her Deciſion ; IWhoſo- Þ} | 

Seſs. 13» ever ſhall ſay , #bat Chriſt the only be- 

can. 6» gotten Son of God ought not to be 

advred in the Holy Sacrament of the 

Eucharift with the Supream Worſhip | Latria | 

even external=-- And that his Adorers are Idola» 
ters, let bim be Anathcma. 

Now the DoGtrine touching the Reall Pre- 
ſence, being once eltabliſhed , will ſufficiently 
jultity this : for certainly it is not only lawful, 
but our Duty to adore Chrijt whereever he is 
truly preſent. And conſequently this Prattice of 
Adoring our Lord in his Sacrament is by the 
fame Univerſal Tradition delivered, and or- 
dained in all Pzblique Liturgies, both of the 


P Grecia 
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Grecian and other Oriental Churches. 
ao $ 73. Bat the greac, and too willing 
MF miſtake of our Adverſaries 1s, that: they im- 
& | pute to us the Advration of the Viſible Ele- 
d Þ ment : Whereas the proper Objed of our 
T | Worſhip is not any Viſible thing, Nay, we 
W | do not terminate -our Worſhip perciſely in 
the Bady of Chriſt which we beleive inviſt- 
Y | bly preſent : The proper Objett of our worſhip is 
the Perſon of Chrijt God and Man vciled un- 
der the Viſible Elements. So that in caſe it 
ſhonld happen through ſome incapacity ia the 
| | Miniſter, 'or deftet in the manner or matter, 
/ | that the Elements ſhould not bz effectually 
' | conſecrated , and yet we, ( beleiving Chriſts Bo- 
dy to be Sacramentally preſent, ) (hould 
lo worſhip him, in this in{ced would be a 
circumſtantiall miſtake, but here would be no 
Id»latry, nor indeed any fault in us, the Er- 
ror being ſuppoſed undiſcoverable by ns. The 
reaſon 1s, becauſe the Bzliet of the Preſence 
of - C briſts Body 15 truly grounded on Divine 
Revelation 3 and not a fond fancy ſuch as was 
that of the Manicheaus worſhiping Chrtſt as 
peculiarly preſent in the $#x, or of the Iſrezlites 
conceiveing God to be peculiarly preſent 1n 
the Calves at Bethel. And to this you may ce 
Daille yeilding his conſent , in his Apology tor 
the Reformed Churches , the eleventa Chap- 
ter. 
It is obſervable with what ſtrange a 
uunrealon; 


or Rn 
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unrcalonable partiality the Calviniſts treat 
Catbolicks 1n this Point : They give their judg- 
ment that there is no dangerous Venome in 
the DoGrine of the Latherans touching this 
matter, and therefore have Synodically grait- 
ed them admiſſion to their Cenc which the 
Lutherans (corn. Now the Lutherans profeſs 
the Real Preſence of Chriſts Body together with 
the Bread : and ſome of them acknowledy 
Advration due to him there. Sv that to a Cal- 
viniſts conſcience the ſame, or a worle Dottrine 
held by a Se&ary lyoſes all its poyton : it is 
only dangerous to believe what the Church 
teaches. Yea thoſe very Caluinijts acknowledg 
alſo, that it Chrijt be in ſuch a ſpecial man- 
ner xeally preſent , Adoration would be due to 
him. Some Luthcraxs deny this. But whether 
thcy affirm or deny any thing , upon conditi- 
on they will ſtay out of Gods Church, they 
ſhall be welcome Brethrex to Calvinilts. 

Prot. Truly ſuch a dif-ingenuvus want of Ho- 
neſty and ſuch intereſſed Compliance is very 
oy to be condemned. You. may now pro- 
cced. 

6. Of the Sacrifice aud Oblation 
of Chri/ts Body en- the Alters 

$. 74+ Cath. The next Poiut, with regard 
to the Holy Euchariſt, quarrellcd at by - Proteſt- 
ants, 15 our Doctrine touching , the Sacrifice of 
Chrifts Body on the Alter ; Con- 


= <rnivg which the famm of the Chur- Bull. Pii. 
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ches Deciſion is as followeth : I pro» P. IV- 
fiſs that in the Maſs is offered to God Concls 
s true, proper and propitiatory Sacri= Trid. 
fice for the Living & the dead. By rohich Sels. 22+ 
Sacrifice that bloody Sacrifice perform. C. 1+ 

ed once on the Croſs is repreſented, and 

the memory of it remains till the end of the wvrld : 
the ſaving vertue thereof is alſe applyed for the 
remiſſion of thoſe ſins which are dayly commit- 
ted by I. 

All Catholicks receive this Deciſion , as it 
lyes : As for Schokmen, they according to 
their cuſtome , raiſe a world of unneceſſary Dz- 
ſputes, which arc no where ſo multiplyed as 
on this incomprehenſible Myſtery of the Holy 
Excharift. But as many of their @rcſizons 
ſeem no way neceffary, ſo no Catholicks are obli- 
gcd to their Deciſions. 

Ss. 75. Proteſtants ſet themſelves againſt this 
Sacrifice, upon a meer miſtake of the Term , 
which they will needs affirm to imply an 
Inmolation : and therereupon argue , 
that the Rontzan Church maniteltly Hebr- 9- 
contradis the Authour of the E- 26+ 
piſtle'to the Hebrews who affirms 1b. 28. 
that Chrift hath now once in the end 
of the world appeared to put away ſin by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf. And that he was once of- 
fered to bear the fins of many : and thence con- 
cludes the abſolute Perfe9ion of that ove Sa- - 


crifice of Chrift once offered , which did nc 
nec 
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_ be be repeated, as the Legall Sacrifices Þto | 
id. his 

Bnt this pretended Contradifion will quick- If. 
ly vaniſh, jt we conſider that though the $a- I and 
crifice made by Chriſt did accompliſh all forts I rea 
of Sacrifices and Oblations m the Law, yet fr 
the forementioned Divine Authour in a ſpeci- Ys1 
al manner compares it to that great Anniver- Þ tr; 
ſary Sacrifice of general Propitiation , in which If fin 
after the killing of the beaſt, the High Prieft Wcrij 
2'one, and only ounce everv year, carryed the I ai 
Bloed into the Holy of Holies, and there de 
ſprinkled it beforc God, In like manner did I otl 
our Saviour after his' bloody Sacrifice on the Il Al 
Croſs , aſcending into Heoven by his own blood If th 
| entred into the moſt} Holy place, th 
Ib. 12.. having obtained etcrual redemption for NC 


Ip 
Now theſe two As of Pricſthood are by his I ap 
commiſſion in a ſort, repeated by his Servaxts 
wham he hath ordained Prieſts in his Church, I di 
and who according to Saint Auguſtius expreſſion Þ| a 
are [ propriiſſime Sacerdites | in a moſt proper Senſe Þ| la 
Sacraficing Prieſts, For anlwerably to the 4 of 
Immolation, their Sacrifice on the Altar is only 
Repreſentative and Commemorative, apd expreſſed | q 
by Separating the Body from the Blood. Yet (o, | 
that it 15 net barcly a Sign of Chriſfts death, for | C 
that alone would not be ſufficient to entitle it 
a Sacrifice : but it allo contains the Vidim whole 
death is repreſented. And again with regard 
to 
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to Chriſts offring and preſenting to his Father 
his ercified Body in the molt Holyplace, or High- 
it Heaven, his Prieſts truly and proper!y Ai. 
and Offer to Almighty God the ſame Body and Blood 
really preſent on the Holy Altar, as a Propitiation 
fr the Living and the Dead. Which Propitzation 
s not at all injurious to that Propitiation and E- 
ternal Redemption purchaſed for us by our Saviour, 
fince it rcccives all its virtue from his bloody Sa- 
rifice, being inſtituted for an Applicatian of the 
ſaid Redemption” For thus alſo in an inferiour 
degree the ſame Propitzation is applyed to us by 
other Sacraments , as Baptiſm , Pennance, and 
Abſolution, and Extream UVnattion, yea allo by 
the Word preached, &c. And thus much even 
the Frexch Calvinifts do acknowledge in their 
Cene, as hath been ſhewed. Now Idefire you 
to judge what prejudice can come by the various 
?ppplications of Chriſfts Merits. 

Prot. There ſcems to me now no ſuch great 
difficulty in admitting a Relative Sacrifice, and 
a proper Oblation. Therefore you necd not env 
large this Poixt any further. 

. Of Communion under One Species, 

$. 76. Cath. The laſt Snbje& of Proteſtants 
quarrels againſt the Church, with relation to the 
Holy Euchariſt , s her Ordaining to the Laity, 
Communion under one: Species only. 

Now it is acknowledged that, as our Saviour 
inftituted this Sacrament in both Speczes, fo for 
many ages together, 1t was, in pit lick, Com: 
X 0 
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mions, received accordingly : I fay, in Public 
Communions : for in other private occaſions, a 
in Sickneſr, at $22, and generally among the de: 
vout Inhabitants of D:ſarts,it was otherwile : yet 
thde,rcciving in One Species only, did not eſteem 
themſelves deprived ot any virtue pertaining t9 
the integrity of the Stcrament : And the reaſon 
is, becauſe they generally believed (as the Church 
has now declarcd that it is moſt true, that as mn:h 
# comained in cach Species,as nnder both :for who! 
& entire Chriſt does exiſt under the Species of Bread, 
and under every particle of that Species:in like mar 
ner whole Chrift does exiſt under the Species of Win, 
end under its parts | when ſeparated.) Upon this 
ground the Church without intending the leak 
prejudice to her Childrey, has thought fit, for 
avoiding many inconventiencies and irreveren- 
cies which did trequently occur by the negligence 
and confuſion of ſuch vaſt multitudes of Commu 
nicznts receiviug the Blood alſo, that all, excep- 
ting the Prict who celebrated , ſhould content 
themſelves in Prublick Communions, as from 
the beginning Chriſtians did in Private, with 
our Lords Body only under the Species of Bread, 
which is not obnoxious to the like inconvenien- 
cics , onſidcring that hereby they ſhould not be 
loofers of any part of the Bleſſing. 

$. 77, This regards the Holy Euchariſt con- 
ſidered as a Sacramet. But as itis a Sacrifice, 
both the Species are ncceflary to the conſtr 


Eutton of it, it being ordained to repreſent the 
Neath 


— 


But, Why are you 4 Proteſtant ? 97 


Death of Chriſt by ſhedding his Bl»yd : Which 
reptcſentation is made by Conſecratine and- of= 
fring both the Body and Blvd ſeparatly. 

Matters ſtanding thus , it concerns you much 
to conlider whether this be a juſt cauſe of your 
Separation from the Catholick, Church m which 
you might have becn partaker truly aud really 
of the precious Budy of Chriſt : Whereas in 
Congregations divided from her, you, inſtead 
of the Body and Bhd of our Saviour , muſt 
content your felt with a morſel of mcer bread 
and a ſup of wine. 

Prot. 1 will, by Gods affiſtance , think fſeri- 
ouſly on this. In the mean time you may 
proceed to the following, Points. 

$. Of Sacramental Confeſſion , 
Penance and $atisfattin. 

S. 78. Cath. The next Catholick Dodtrine fe- 
verely ccuſured by you, as an invention of 
the Clergys ambition, is the Obligation impoſ- 
ed by the Cathilick Church on her ſubjefts to 
Confeff their Myrial firs, aud ty ſubmit to ſa- 
tafations for them; according to this Canon, 
IWhoſoever ſhall deny Sacramental Confeſſion to 
have been inſtituted by Divine Law, or t» be 
neceſſary to Salvation : Or fhall affirm that the 
manner of Confeſſton ſectetly t» the Prieſt alone 


( which the Cath-lick Church from the heginning\s, 
bath always , and fill doth obſerve ) is diſagrees, 


s 


ing from the inſtitution and command of Chrif 
and that it is a buman inventicn> Let him 
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This Duty of Confeſſion of fins ſeems by 
this Canon referred to that Commiſſion and 


Prpviledge given by our Saviour to 
Fob. 22. his Apoſtles and their Smcceſſowrs, 
23 Whoſe ſoever fins ye remit, they are 
Mat. 18 remitted, and whoſe ſoever ſins ye 


1$. retain, they are retained : As like» 
Jam. 5. Wiſe to the Precept of Saint Famez, 
16. Confeſs your fins one #0 another : 


Which Texts have been alwaics in- 
terpreted by the Holy Fathers in the ſame 
ſenſe. The univerſal Pradice likewiſe of the 
Fewiſh Synagogue conformable hereto adds a 
oth weight to induce us to a per{ſwaſion 
that it 1s by Divine Inftitmtion. For how can it 
be imagincd that by any humane invention a 
Dnty fo burthenſom to flcſh aud blood, and 
to our Natural Pride, could have been intro- 
duced generally into the Church, without ſpa- 
ring the awfull Majeſty of Kings and Modeſty of 
Queens, by an unarmed Eccleſiaſtical Power, the 
Pope himſelf alſo: owing ſuch Submiſfion: to a 
imple Preift ? 

& 79+ The ground of the neceſſity of this $4- 
crament 15, becauſe thoſe whe by Baptiſm ha- 
ving ſubmitted themſelves to the Churches Aw- 
| thorityafterwards do violate the Laws of the Go- 
| Jpþcl, ought to undergo the judgment of the ſame 
' Church in the Tribunal of Penance, where (he 
| exercilcs the Power given her of remitting and 


wing fins. Now ſuch judgment is cftcemed 


os 
- 
* 
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a3 given by Feſws Chriſt himfelf, by whom and 
in whoſe place his Priefts are appoitited Judges- 
to It is this i#vifikle High Prieft who after Confeſi- 
on, Sorrow and Satisfattion interiourly abſulves 
re | the Penitent, whilſt the Prieſt exercifcs the extc- 
riour Miniftery, as a Subordinate Judee, without 

» | whoſe concurrence Sins ſhall not be remitted. 

$. $0. As for Satisfattions impoſed after Con- 
+ B feſfion, they, according to the: Chrur- 
bs ches expreſſion, regard only Tempo» Concil. 
@ ral Pains due to our Sins » She docs Trid.Seſſ. 
a not teach that we can ſatishe God for _ 14. 
R the guilt even of Venial Sins, or for Cay. 13. 
R Etcrnal Pains: Moteover ſhe declares, 1 4- 
( 
| 


that theſe $Satisf uGlions are accepted of 
God through the Merivs of Chih ; and that hey 
do no way obſcure the benefit of Chriſts death. For 
Chriſt by his dcath has fo fati for our ſins, 
that it is Gods pleaſure his atisfaQtion ſhould nor 
xroduce its full effects, till it be by us particularly 
applycd in the uſe of his Sacrameets and works 
worthy of Penance : to whieh Works his Merizs 
being linked, and not otherwiſe, our Satzsfattions 
will be accepted by him, through his pure Grace 
and Mercy. 
The Lwatherans, who ſeem fo only to rely on 
Chriſfts Paſfton for the remiffion ot their Sins, 
doubt not yet to profeſs that a previous Faith 
is neceſſary thereto, tor ſuch as are come to the 
age of diferction, and Baptiſm for Infants. The 
Gm en reroven W, that they pretend 
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to be juſtthed by a Dead Faith, and we by a 
| - Living. Now:therefore adviſe with your (elf 
- whether you would forfake Gods Church ra- 
ther then ſubmit your (elf to!.a Duty, without 
which that eminent eos. given by our Lord 
-tohis Mzniſters forthe general good' of his people, 
of remitting Sins, becomes vain. and of no ele. 
Prot. I will-ſeriouſly think ow this : and now 
expect what you will ay concerning the othcr 

Articles. | | 

. 9. Of Tndulgences. 

S.. $1. Cath. Þ will, if you. think good, in 
.the next place treat.of the Paixs touching, Indwl- 
gences, by reafon. of its affruity to the former. 

Prot. I leave'the-Metbod:to your own choice. 

Cath. Conceming, Indxlgentes then the Church 
hath thus delivered her (aſe : 'Sincc the Porer 

'of- geving Indulgences :bath been be- 
Concil. flowed '0n the bureb by: Feſus Chriſt, 
Friden andthat She hath mad: uſe of this Pow- 
Scſl.25. er,divinely het her, from antient times : 

the Holy Synod teaches and commends 
the uſe of Inaxzlgences,as very beneficial to all Chri- 
ftian- perple, and approved by the . Amthority of 0- 
.ther Holy S$ynods ; and that they ought to be re- 
rained in the Church : And denonnceth Anathema 
againſt thoſe who aſſert that they are unptofitable 3 
or deny that there is a Forrer of giving them iu the 
Church. Nutwith/tanding the Synod admoniſhes that 
the\granting of them be done with great m1deration, 
axcording to the ancient and approued Cuftome of 


£4 £ the 
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the Charch \, for fear leaſi by two great a remiſneſ# 
Ecclefiaſtical Diſeipline be weakncd. '4 

Thus we are- taught by the Church. And 
certaiu it 1s that there is not any Point of Catho- 
lick Faith which, taken {imply according to the 
Churches own expreſſion, is - more evident, as 
to the Trugh of it, and leſs offenſive, as to the 
»ſe, then 15 this touching Ixdulgences, Yetat- 
ter all, there is not any one Poixt fo embroyled 
by Contrevertifts diſputing for- and againſt Lnfe- 
rexces and Interpretations made by ſeveral School 
men, which have occalioncd mott horrible Sean :. 
dalls by abuſes committed in 92 (4 ; "This 
having been the firſt occaſion of Luthers revol> 7 
ting and Schiſm. | 

S. 82. Now foraſmuch as regards the proper, 
neceſſary fence of this Canhe, thoſe very School- 
men who advance the virtue of 
Indelgences much beycnd what will Swarex. 
be allowed by many very learned Ca- Vaſquez. 
tholicks , yet do acknowledge that 
the Chrrch by her Deciſion obliges us to believe 
as of Faith only this,viz. That only ſuch a Power 
of conferring Indulgences bas becn Ieft by our 
Lord to his Church as from ancient times has been 
pradtifcd and approved by former Synods, intend- 
ing thoſe that are uſually cited to that purpoſe, as 
the firjt of Nizcez, Can. 1 1. of Neoceſare.s Can- 3: 
ot Laodicez, Can. x. and 2. the Fourth ot Car- 
thage, Cap. 75- and of Agdes, Can. 6. in all 
which Synods we only had this, that it w 


'*. ſem neceſſary. 


ahead Sw _ CO aaieas aro commegnedhc << — 


192 But, Why are you 4a Profeſiant # 


alwaics lawful and uſual ſor Biſhops to remit 
tothcir Pexitents ſome part of thoſe Canonical 
Penances which were inflifted for certain 
crimes, an caſe the life and laudable converfa- 
tion of the Pexitent did ſeem to deſerve fo great 
a favour ; or if by ſuch indulgence they thought 
requilite to encourage weaker Chriſtians in times 
of Perſecution to (after for the Faith. | 

Hence appears, that whatſoever beyond this, 
we read in Catholick Writers, as touching the 
remiſſion of any pain due to Sin in the judgment 
of Gog, or after death in Purgatory, or touching 
certain clauſes in the Bulls of fome Popes or 
touching the Churches Treaſure conliſting of the 
Merit of Chriſt alone, as fome, or of the Me: 
rits of Saints joyned to thoſe of Chriſt, as others 
conceive, &c. not any of theſe axe neceſlary 
Points of Catholick Faith. 

Thus in effe& the Capbolick Church requires 
10 raore to be afſented ta, hut what is taught 
and praQiſcd by every Congregation of Chrijti- 
ans upon Earth. All Seftr even Fanaticks and 
Duzkers, denounce Cenſures aganlt Delinquents. 
Muſt all thoſe (enſures alwaics have their full 
effe& ? Is no mercy to be extended to humble, 
contrite Pemitents ? Shall no difference be made 
betwcen Sinners converted, and thoſe that are 
remorſl.fs ? This is contrary to humane N#- 
ture aud the praQiſe of all mankind. There- 
fore ſurely you would not forſake the Catholick 
Cburch tor allowing that which all Chriſtiane 
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S. $3. Prot. If this were all that the Romay: 
Church teaches concerning Indalgences, they are 
much to blame who condemn her. But the ge- 
neral Prafiiſe therein contradicts you. Do we 
not ſee the virtue of Indulgences extended to 
the other world 7 Do we not fee in the tenour 
of promulgated Plenary Indulgences all Sinners 
<roromg Remiſfion, and Heaven too for a few 

rayers Tecited, for viſiting a certain number 
of Charches, or disburſing a ſmall ſum of Mo- 
ney / Qrid ergo verba audio, cum falta wi- 
deam ? 

Cath. All that you alledge being confeſſcd, 
what prejudice can that bring to you or me ? 
I told you that ſeveral School-men in their Spe- 
c#lations do attribute more to Indulgences then 
the Church gives them warrant for ? and this 
they thaaſelves acknowledge. So it fares in 
all Religions, that Opinions do in number far 
exced Articles of Faith. No wonder therefore 
if Popes do enlarge their Graces according to the 
meature of Opinions, not condemned. And 
who can juſily blame them, fince they them- 
{clvcs reap no profit by all the Alms given ? In- 
deed in the former Ages great Scandal was gi- 
ven by the avarice of ſuch as publiſhed Indulgen- 
ces, and colleed the charitable Aims of devout 
people. Of which Scandsl the 
Church taking notice , wtzerly aboli> Concil. 
ſred that Office, and commanded Bi- Trid-Scſſ+ 
ſhops in ſuch occaſions to aſſume from 21+ de 
4 a i 
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Reforie, among the Canons of their reſpcAive 
C. 9s Churches to be Collefiors of Alms, with: 

all ſtricily forbidding, thcm to accept 
any reward at all for their labour, 

S. 34 Matters ſtanding thus, what harm 
flows to auy by Indulgences ſo publiſhed ? 
Though perhaps not one in- a hundred gains 
the tull vertue .of ſuch Iudulgences , yet ome» 
thing they do certainly gainz ſome reward 
they will reap trom pertorming the good 
actions enjoyncd , which probably would other- 
wile never have been done by many. How- 
ever, they looſe nothing at all. They arc 
taught, uot to expe& remiſſion of unrepent- 
cd {1ns,or to gain Heaven by an Indulgexce - for 
BON2 are Capable of the fruit thereof, but 
t1ch as have with Contrition contefſed their 
Iins3 and received abſolution, and conſequent- 
Jy arc in the ftace of Grace, but yet remain ob- 
nOXolus to temporal puniſhments , trom whic! 
an Indulgence, ducly made ule of, doth free 
them. | 

S. 33. One jincommodity indced may ult- 
ly bz apprehendcd by a too protule and tre- 
quent conccllion of Indielgences,which is the ener- 
viting of Evcleftaſtical Diſciplinc:to prevent whicn 
the . barch ( as I (aid in the entrance into this 
Pont ) expreſly and carnettly admo- 
niſhes that the granting. of them may be Ibid : 
dre with grea moderation aceord- S:15. 25+ 
ing to the avtient and approved Cu 


Now 


Ve 


Now if all this care: will not. yet fatisby 
you, however -{arely you will. haye no cxcufe 
tor; Jeaving .the Charch upon this account ,'be-, 
auſe though there be ucver ſo-/many miſtakes 
or abuſes in the ordinary teaching of Private 
Doftours, and common pradtice about J:&xl- 
fences, you will not necd to-:concern your ſelf 
m any of them fince it you 'think tit, yolp 
may keep your money in your } purle, .pet- 
form your Devotions in your private Cloſet, 
endeavour to tulhl all Canonical Penances 
which have heen, or, by the utmoſt riguur 
of Eecleſiaſtical Daſcipline, ought to have been 
impoſed on -yvu-tor all your tins., ;and fo trees 
ly abſtain all your life time''trom making | ulg 
of an [ndulgence, 

Proj. Enough hath been (aid'on this bj: 
proceed , it you think tit, to the nxt. = 

10. Of Tuſtification, and Merit 
of Good Works. ' 

$- 86. Cath. Attecr the ditconrling of Confeſ- 
fron, Penance, and Trdilgenoe it will be fea- 
{onable and proper to treat of the Frait ari- 
ling from, or by occation of them, which 
is the Merit of - Good works aud Titifieation. 
There is {carce. any Point of Catholick, Dottrine 
trom which Protcftants have fonght greater 
adwantage to multiply touliſh Boks and 
{cnceleſs Sermons, then this touching 7ujtifics- 
tin : and oft jt falls out that their zealous 
Invefiives againlt the Charch arc then molt loud 
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and bitter , when explaining themſelves, they 
preſently agree with the Chyrebes ſenſe. Of this, 
as ſoon as I have fincerely acquainted you with 
eur Catholick Dofrine, 1am content you ſhould 
be the Judge. 

$- $7. Firft then, it is acknowledged that 

the Church teaches, That men are 
Concil. wuſtjfied ( indeed) by the amputation 
'Frid, of Chrifts Fuſtice, and by Remiſſion of 
Sels. 6» their fins: but not by theſe only, fa 
CaN- 11» 45 t0 exclude Grace and Charity ſhed 

abroad in their hearts by #be Holy 
rr : that ivin _ That God _ = 
juſtify nor remit co perſons while they 
perſiſt in their fins and in a hatred of | him, 
Again the Church, making uſe of the ording- 
xy cxpreffion of the Holy Fathers, 
tcaches , That a perſon juſtified truly Ib. can. 34, 
merits eternal Life by bis good Warks. 

Now this word Merit (the word, I fay, 
but not the true ſenſe of it when they will per- 
mit us to explain it } 15 very offenſive to Pros 
reftants. But you having obliged your (elf to 
avoid partiality, will judge of the Churcher 
fenſe by what the further adds far explication 
- of this Point; aud for clearing her felt from 
the imputation of encauraging men to glo- 
nity themſelves, and to truſt in their own a- 
bilitics for purchaſing remiſſion of fins and 
falvation, 


$- 97+ Thus then ſhe further teaches. It is 
neceſſary 
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eſſary to beleine that ſins neither are, 
__ bave been remitted, but by Ib. c. 9. 
ith Divine Merey freely extended to us, 
uld I fs \ the merits A Jeſw Chriſt. 
b.. | {047m » We are ſaid to be juſtified Ib. c. $. 
it I firely, be cauſe not any of thoſe things 
** | which precede our Juſtification, whe- Ib. c, 16, 
"nf ther Faith or Works, can merit that 

of Þ Grace. In the third place, Eternal life owghs 
br to be propoſed #0 the Children of God, both as a 
y free Grace mercifully promiſed to them 'ghrough 
") | Jeſus Chriſt; and alſo as 4 Recompence which is 
ot Fl fait bfully rendred to their Good Works and Me- 
Y I 7its, by vertxe of that Promiſe. Fourthly 
* | although in Holy Scriptures ſo much Ibid. 
i | is attributed to Good Works, that 

Jeſw Chriſt bimſelf promiſes that a Cup of cold 

M1 f water given to the poor ſhall not fail of a Re- 
 { ward, and that the Ap:jtle teſtifies that onr 
» | light and momentary tribulation workgih for uw 
© | # far mare exceeding , eternal weight of glory; Tet 
” | God forbid that a Chriſtian ſhould either truſt or 
" | glory in himſelf, and not in the Lord, whoſe 
Goodneſs nowards all men is ſo great that be is 
| 


pleaſed, that the Fice Gifts beſtow cd by bim 
on them ſhould be their Merits. I will add on- 
ly one paſſage more, out of a great heap, 
to the like cfket. We, who of our 

ſelves, as of our ſelves, can do no- Ib-Scls. 
thing, by our Lords cooperation , who 14- 


gives w firengih, can ds all things : cap- 3+ 
Thus 
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Thus man hath nothing in himſelf for which 
be can glory, but all our glorying i in Chriſt, 
in whom we Jive, in whom we metit , in whom 
we ſatisfy, bringing forth fruits 'worthy of Re- 
pentance , which fruits take their vertue from him, 
are offered to the Father by him, and accepts 
ed of the Father for bim. 

Thus are we infiruged by the Chyrch in the 
Council of Trens and moreover ' in the Canon of 

the' Koly Maſs we are taught thus 

Can.Mys: to pray, Mercifullywouchſafe, O God, 
Y * #0" admit ws into the Socicty of thy 
Apiiles and Martyrs, not weighing our Me- 
rits, but pardoning our offences through 7eſus 
Chrif. | 

$. 89. Can you now ſay, Sir, that the Romay 
Church teacheth her Children to glorific them+ 
ſelves, and to rely upon thcir own Merits, 
ori indeed to cſteem their Merits to be their 
own ?. ſhe muſt cancel! the whole Scriprure if 
ſhe would affirm that without a good lite and 
Holineſs we may ſte G:d : Or it the would at- 
firm that God has not obliged | him(clt by a 
world of Promiſes to reward our Good Works 
with Happineſs inhnitely exceeding the value 
of them. _ 

But withall to preſerve in our hearts that 
{ molt eflential virtue of our Chriſtian Pr.feſio;, 
. Hamility, Ste further inſtrafts us, that or 
Works as Merits, are the pnre free Gifts of God 
and cftc&ts of his mcer Grace, which alone i at- 
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fords them all : their value 3 Thut they are ac 
cepred and rewarded by God, only for the Me- 
ricr of Jefies Chritt. Yea further, that our Na- 
tural Corruption tiill remaining, and mingling it 
ſelf in our beft aRons, we can have no aſſu- 
race that they are: indeed ſuch as God has pro- 
miſed to' reward : And however, that though 
we now ltand, yet we have no aſſurance that 
we ſhall not fall. In a word the whole Sub- 
tance of her Dofrine touching, the preſent Sub- 
jet direfts us to work, out our Salvation witb 
fear and trembling : and when we have, done all 
we can, to acknowledge our ſelves nnprofitable Ser- 
vants, having only done our duty (it we have 
indeed done that) and conſequently it God. do 
reward us, it-is to be aſcribed: to his own free 
Goodneſs and Grace, in which alone we place 
our truli, and not at all in our own imperke&t 
Merits. ' ; 

$. go. And now, Sir, judge whether | the 
Roman ' hureh teaching thcle Dofrines can with 
any ſhew be accuſed or ſ{uſpctcd to have a de- 
ſign to nouriſh Spiritual Pride in her Children 3 
and whether: the firſt contrivers of Schiſm had 
reaſon 'to publiſh-to the world, as the principal 
gronnd. ot their rupture, this Article ot Fuſtifi» 
extion and Good Works , and in oppolition; to 
her, to make the people believe that the Faith 
by which they are to be juſtified muſt be a ſtrong 
reſolute. Faxcy,. of . theiy Elettion, and an afſu- 
rance of their Salyationz that a holy life has 
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no influence therein 3 yea that G; 
Luth: Works de rather harm then good ; and 
' Taftly, that this monſtrous kind off; 
Hew invented Faith once had, can never be loft 
again, nor their right to heaven prejudicec 
by never ſo many, or never ſo heynous crimes. 
Among them there is no working our Salvation 
with fear and trembling. Aſſurance of Salvation 
in them annihilates the great Chriſtian virtue 
of Hope. Thus in the midſt of a world ot Sins 
they will be aſſured of Salvation, to which Af: 
farance Catholicks dare not pretend in the midi! 
of all thcir Morzifications, Humiliations, and aſl 
duous Devotions. Since therefore. Sir, you are 
G afraid of Pride, as indeed we have all reaſon 
eo be, be you the Fudge which of thele Particy 
affords you beſt means to avoid it, and fo, bell 
deſcrves your Choice. 
Pros. A ſhort conſideration will ſerve the 
turn tor that purpoſe. Be pleaſed to pro- 


cecd. 
11. Of Invocation of Saints- 
S$- 91+ The next Pojne cenſured by you is the 
Churches Dotirine touching, Invocation of Saints : 
thus expreficd i the Comncil of Trent, 
Concil. Tt is good and profitable to call upon the 
bg | Saints, p-” to "= recourſe to their 
+ 25. prayers, ayd a ſtance, whereby to 
ke from God _ benefits by the 
Merits of bis Son Feſus Chrift, who i4 our Redee- 
mer and Saviour. TN y 
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h "this Por I ſhall briefly offer to you theſe 
nag afiderations 3 1+ That-it is a general Tradition 
"I Gods " burch from the beginning, and not cou- 
""Ytadifted by ſober Proteſtants, that glorificd Saints 
<3 inceſſantly Pray for the Militant Church on 
GG Yerth. 2+ It is unqueſtionable that we may de- 
re to' receive benefit in particular by ſuch their 
Bf ayers. 3. hat it contradicts all reaſon and 
"© Ynodeſty in our Adverſaries to charge the addrel- | 

"* Ying our Petitions to them for that purpoſe with © 
the horrible crime of I1dolatry, fince we do no |! 

otherwiſe beg the ys owe Saints, then we . 

dothat of our ſinful Brethren alive, acknowledg» # 

} 


, 
111% 


"Ying God alone to be the Authour and fountain of 

1 Fill good. 

a 6. 92. Hence it follows that the worſt ti- 

"Jil that malice it ſelf can with any ſhew of 

E reafon affrx to this our PraQtice is, that it 
may be eſteemed ſa we, in calc it can be 

7 Jdemonſirated, that Saints at fuch a diſtance can- 
net hcar noy know our Requeſts in particu» 
lar. Yet ncither would this cnervate the Chur- 

CI hes Dottrine or Prattice z which by 

'* erninent Divines is proved to be Eftius« 

1 | laudable and profitable, though they 

* | did not always hear us : neither indeed has 

o 

Y 


the Church any where determined her Belief, 
that they do ſo. But Jofily, if it be the Church 
her (If, and not ſome private Catbolick, Wris 
ters, that you would queſtion about this ſub. Þ 
jc; obſcrvc , that in her publick Liturgy and Z 
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Maff, celebrated 'on all. the Felfts of Saints, th: 
contimually addrefſes her Peitions direRt!y © to 
God alone , deſiring him to grant us ſuch-ſpe 
cial Bleſſings by the Interceſſor: of: luch and tugh 
Saints, Now 1t cannot be donbted but tha 
Charity and mutual affiftance '' among, tcllow 
members of the' fame Body: is very acccptable 
to God whenfocver and wherefoever performed, 
We are taught to believe a Commuenion of Saints: 
we .doubt not .of itheir Charity to us : our 
Communion therefore with them mult be to 
telifty our joy for their Happineſs, and ow 
afluxance that their Tyuterceſioxs for us are more 
prevalent with God, then the Prayers of our 
living imperte& Brethren : Therefore fince wc 
may and ought, on occafions to beg thee, 
and. to delixe God to hear them for our good, 
much rather furely ought we to do the fame 
with regard to rhe glorified Saints. I leave it 
therefore to your conſcience whether you call 
judge that a ſeparation from Gods Church on 

rrel can be juſtihcd. 

Prot. At leaſt I ſhall never hereafter impute 
idolatry to ber for this Pradtice. 


12+ Of Veneratiox of Images 

and Relicks of Saims. 
$- 93. Cath.' The next Point of Catholick, 
Dodrine, and which has an aftnity with the 


laſt , regards the Vencration due to Holy Images 


=, annd Relicks, which is equally cenſured by Pro» 
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tetauts, It is thus expreſſ.d in the 
Confeſſion of Faith ſet down by Pope Bull. Pj. 
XY Fins the fourth. T do moſt firmly afs P. 1V-+ 
al ſort that the Images of Chriſt , of the 
at Virgin-Mother of God , as likewiſe of other Saints 
wi are to be had and retained, and due honour and 
Tel Vercration to be given to them, and alſo to their 
dll Relicks, 
i: $. 94- Now ty juſtify the uſe which Catho= |: 
ur !i:ks make of Images, the Veneration due to 
t0F them, and thatYuch Vexcration 15 moſt unjuſtly # 
ry and calumniouſly by ſome Proteſtants interpre= ©» 
cy ted to be Idolatry will be no hard task to per- bn 
f 


ir} torm. 
'CY For common reaſon and the experience of 
© all mankind inftru& us, that men do natural- 
1, J ly deſire and delight to think or talk oft on 
ic F ſuch things paſt, or perſons abſent from whom 
tY thcy have received ſome Signal benefit, and 
1] much more if they expe& an addition of like 
1} benchits. But beſides this, if the very thinking 
or ſpeaking of them with affe&ion be it felt a 
e | Duty advantagious to us, and conducing to our 
happineſs,we will thank any perſon,and we will _ 
think 1t reaſonable to furniſh our ſelves with ſuch {þ 
expedients as are proper to put us oft in mind 
of them : which we therefore regard in a fax 4 
, | other manner, then we do ſuch things as repre 2 
» | {cnt to us only indifferent Objects. Is not this, 
- | Sir, fuitable to Reaſon £ \- [a 
Prot. Traly it feems fo to me- 1; 0 
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Cith. Then I defire you to examine your 
ſelf, and tell me, if whilſt your thoughts are 
employed on vain, or pcrhaps finful object, 
one ſhould on a ſu?den hold before your «cs 
a Crucifix containing the Hiſtory of our Saviours 
Paſi:n, would not the ſight thereof recall yuur 
mind to the contemplation of an Ohjed more 
noble, morc heavenly, to meditate on which 
would be very b:neficial to you ? 

Proz. No doubt it would. 

Cath. Again, may not one glance of your 
eye thercon fo refreſh your Memory as in a mo- 
ment to make you call ro mind as much of the 
Story, as pcrhaps the reading of a long Chapter 
in the G»fpel would do ? 

Prot. That may be granted. 

6. 94+ Cath. May it not likewiſe have the 
ſame «#.&, and be yet more helpful to igno- 
rant petſons who cannot read, and have weak 
Memories ? 

Prot. It may doubtlefs. 

Cath. And are not ſuch repreſent 
tions, beſide refreſhing the memory , proper 
allo to railc in your mind holy affccions of love 
and gratitude to our Saviour ? 

Prot. It is confeſſed ; But what is all this 
to worſhiping or adoring a Crucifix or other 
Image ? 

* Cath. Sir, I deſire you, fince theſe terms 
of Adoring ard Worſhiping in our common Eng- 
tiſh are uſually made to import the Supreme Ho- 
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our dne to Gog alone, that you would not (in 
imitation of your /ibelling Controvertiſts, whoſe 
only ayry is, by any arts to render our Relzgion 
odious to unwary Readers) make uſe of them 
in this argument :But take the Churches Own ex- 
preſſion,8& call the reſpeCt we bear to Sacred Ima- 
ges and Relicks, Honorr, Reverence or Vencration. 

Prot. I am Content. 

S. 97. Cath. Then, Sir, give me leave to ask 
you, Whether 1t is not another kind of ſpe- 
cial regard which we have to Sacred and Hea- 
venly Objeas, trom that we bear to profane ? as 
for example,Can you think fit to do all the ſame 
things ina Church, which you would have no 
Scruple to do in yourhuuſe,or in an unclean place? 

Prot. Nu doubt, a difference is to be made. 

Cath. And would you not judges that perſon 
injurious to our Savzozr, or to his Bleſſed Mo- 
ther, who ſhould deface, ſpit upon, or defile 
the Pinres of cither of them ? And on the 0- 
ther ſide, whether ſeeing another reverently 
kiſſing eichet of them, you would not collect 
thereby that he bore re{pe& to the glorious Per- 
ſous repreſented ? 

Prot. Let all this be grantcd. 

Cath. And would you call ſuch a reverent be- 
haviour of the latter perſon, Idslitry 3 eſpecial- 
ly when he (with the Church) 'pro- 
teſſes that he acknowledges no kind of Concit. 
virtue or Divinity in them for which Trid. C 
they ſhould be bononred, or tbat any Seſſ-25+ & 
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phing, is to be begg'd of them, or any truſt to be 
but in them : which acknowledgment the Church 
r ſelf requires fram him ? | 

Prot. I confeſs, 1 ſee there no Marks of 14z- 
latry : but on the contrary, an expreſs renoun- 
cing, of it. 

S. 99. Cath. Well, Sir, fince then Sacred 
things are otherwiſe to be regarded, then Com- 
mon and prof .z1e 3 .and again, ſince our Saviour 
and his Saints may receive teſtimonies of our 
Love and Duty, as likewiſe of Hatred and 
Scorn, by our very outward b:haviour ſhewed 
to their Repreſentations 3 Moreover, Since it is 
that by Repreſentations we are put in mind of 
Perſons and things highly conducing to our 
happineſs, and which we cannot without our 
great prejudice neglect or forget 3 and laſtly, 
Since by them the ignorant alſo may very com- 
modiouſly be inſtruE&tcd ; and likewiſe good at- 
e&ions may by them be raiſed in all our minds; 
Would you rather forſake the Commnnion of the 
Church, then, with her, acknowledg, that due 
bonour and Vencr ation is to be exhibited to them ? 

Prot. 1 have no Scruple to allow thus much, 

Cath, Then turc'y you will have lefs fcruplc 
to allow the ſame Veneration to the very Badies, 
Members, or other Relicks of Saints. 

Prot. Be it acknowledged : and proceed. 
13+ Of Prayer fr the Dead, 
ana Purgatory. 
S. 99+ Cath. In the next place we will ou 
or 
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dcr what you obje& againſt the Churches Do- 
frine touching Prayer for #+hc Dead, which im- 
plycs a State in them alterable to the better by 
our Prayers, Alms, G&c. lor them ; Which Stare 
1s by. the Church called Purgatory, Now it 
ſeems to me a wonderful thing that you ſhou'd 
quarrel with Gods Church, fo as to think Commu- 
nion with hcr unlawtul, becauſe ſhe is charitable 
and compallionate to her tcllow-members, as ſh? 
belicves, ſtanding, in great need of her afliftance. 

$ 1c0. Prot. That which we principally re- 
prchend 1n this Prafrice is, that your Church, 
without any Warrant from Gods I/ord, will im- 
poſe this burthen on us. 

C:th. If you had not diſmembred that Book, 
of Scripture which the Church once put into your 
Jiands, you would have found chis 
Duty of Prayer and effering Sacrifice 2 Mac- 


fr the faithful departed exprefly com- c<4b. 12. 


mcuded and praCtiled, even by the 43, 44+ 
Feriſh Synagogue long before our $.- 
vio came into this world. So that your Ar- 
gument 1s like that of your Patrizrck Luther, 
wine could not find in Scripture Jultiftication by 
Works attcr hc had torn clic Epiſtle ot St. 7 amcs 
out ot his Books | 

$. 101. Notwithſtanding even in your Secrip= 
tire you find that, wo wunclian thing can enter into © 
the Kingdom of God. Neitner have you any the , 
leaſt grouwd tobclicve that Chriſtians tull of man 
urcpcuted unpet. Cons arc purtCtly cleanſed by 
} N 
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Dying : Therefore unleſs after Death there be a 
Les where they may be puriticd, you moſt cru- 
elly thruſt them, without hope of redemption, 
nto Hell. | 
And this you do in contradiction to the 
. greatelt Cloud of Witneſſes that, I think, ever 
gave teſtimony to any Dirine Verity. For belides 
a world ot paſſages tprinkled in the Works of 
the H ly Fathers, among whom ſome have 
writen Books on purpoſe to entorce this Cha- 
ritable Duty towards the Dead, there never 
was any Church fince Chriſt. belides yours, 
which in their Publick Liturgies did not em- 
ploy their Devotions and Sacrifices for the com- 
tort and aſſittance of their Dead Brethren : Yea 
even your Engliſh Litzrgy is accuſed by Presbyteri- 
ans and Fanatichs of the ſame criminal Charity. 
S. 102+. And as for the place it felf, in which 
we bclicve them to be detained , ftiled by the 
Church , Purgatory, what a deal of unnec.flary 
trouble do your Coxrrov:rtifts give themſelves in 
d:\ſputi'g 3gainlt the fire of Prgatory, 6 touci- 
ing the Nature, intenficn ayd duration of the 
pains (uffered there : none of which are dchi- 
ned or mentioned in the Charches Deciſion ? 
$. 103. Your -partiality is hkewiſe very un- 
rcalonable in this mattcr. For Calvin 15 by 
you generally ettcemed a Patriark, of great Au- 
ttzority among all your Seffs; who not- 
withltznding affigns to the | Souls of the 
F.itiutul attcr deach 2 certain place cut of Flea- 
ven 
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wen : 1 which they expe ( faith he) Calvin, 
the fruition of Glory promiſed them , ſy Iatti. lis. 
that all things remain in ſuſpence until 2+ C25» 
the coming of our Saviour to fudgment. $. 6+ 
Now this {o tedious ſuſpenſion and 
anxious expeQation of an Objed vehemently 
delired, muſt needs be more grievous then a 
ſhort ſuffering in Purgatory, where probably 
ſuch a delayed expectation makes the principal 
torment, aud where perhaps the (uftcrings of 
many , leſs imperfe& Souls, may be lels tor- 
menting then ſome pains ſuffred in this lite» 
Yet becauſe Calvin will not call this his fanct- 
ed place, Purgatory , he is Orthodox, and the 
Church only erroncous. He 15 Orthodox teech- 
ing in a manner, the very ſame Dodtrine taught 
by the Church, and yct men can have the 
conſcience to torlake the Church that they may 
learn her Do@rine abroad in a ſchiſmatica? 
Congregations 

Prot. Such partiality truly I cannot ap- 
Proves 

Cath. Theſe are the Catholieyw Dodtrines 
mentioned by you as evidently contradicting 
Scripture, and invented ty promote Ambitt- 
on and Avarice in the Catholick, Clergy. And 
bclides theſe , other Points of Controverſie there 
arc, which though nor charged with fuch 
an inputation, yct are cltcemed by you of 
moment, lufhcieut to drive you out of Gods- 
Church. Do you think good that we ſhould 
take niotice ot Eicle allo ? I 4 Prot» 
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Pr Ot. Yes. 
. 14+ Of Celibacy of Priefts. 


S. 104. Cath. The firſt then that 1 will | 
mention ſhall be the Churches Ordynnance touch- | 
ing Celibacy of Prieſts, It is confeſſed by us | 


that this is only an Ecelefiaftical Conſtitution : 
It is alſo confeſſed by the molt eminc<nt a- 
mong you, that if your Clergy would fſub- 
mit to ſuch a Conſtitution, EFeclchaſticall aff airs 
would be better ordercd. It they ſay, that 
all men have not the Gift of Continence, they 
may be told, that in caſe any one of them 
wants this Gift, why does he intrade himſclt 
into the Office of a Spiritual Paftouwr ? Who 
compels him thereto? Yet withall the ſame 


perſon in his younger days, had the Gift of 


Continence , whillt he enjoyed a ſubfiftence by 
a Fellowſhip in the Univerſity; Does then his 
Approaching to the Alter expell that Gift ? or 
docs Ordination make a wife neceſſary in theſe 
latter days only, whercas never any formcr 
Chriſtian Church, not in Greece it felt, wonld 
permit any perſon, after made a Pricſt, to 
qmarry? Evcn thoſe very Comncils forbad this, 
which permitted marrycd men to receive 
Prieſth>od. It therefore there be among them 
a want of tos Gift of Continen:e , it is their 
own fault : generally ſpezking,, they want it, 
bccauſe they are unwilling to enjoy it, and 
will not make uſe of Prayer, Reading, Abjtinence, 
Solitude, and other means proper to continue it. 
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And will you, Sir, leave Geds Church , be- 
cauſe thole whom God hath appoiated to 
fake care of your foul, have not, ncither deftire 
to have Wives ? 
Prot. Go on to the next Point. 
15. Of abſtinence from fleſh 
6:1 -yned tn Faſting. 
$. 105. Cath. As not inthe tormer C:u- 
flitutimm , fo nciticr jn this by which the Church 
emm inds Abſtinence fram fleſh on dayes of Fajtine, 
can you have any pretcntion ty jmpuce to 
our Church, as we may to yours, that ſhe 
tzvours carnal attcftious? In the former, 
hcr Clergy impoſed on themiclves alone the 
burden of renounc'ng all, even otherwiſe law- 
tut, (atistactions to the fleſh : And tor this 
you, who arc nothing concernw'd , wiil be an- 
gry, and forſlake a Churc: becauſe Mbrizaca- 
ti; 1s practiced by the Pftours in it, In this 
litter Ordmmance the indecd , 1 mcan her Cler- 
cy, reliraia in ſom2 meaſure the appetices of 
tne Layty, but tiacy do not in the mwan time 
tavour themſelves, It it were not good tor 
our Souls to abate the intumperance of our 
Bodics, Ecclefialticks would noi atth& rinem- 
{-lves by practiling it ; Aud it it be good, 
Liicks are ro blame co find fault with 
It. 
$. 105. However, I cannot judg? you fo 
unrcaton ible as to joyn Wil YOur tot-hcavcd 
Contropertits and Preacouws, Wuao tor tn... 
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two Ordinances ſake impute to our Church 
the teaching of the Dottrine of De- 
1. Tim wvils, in forbiding to marry, and | gl; 
4+ Is commanding to abſtain from meats--ſince | I bo 
it 15 mamifcſt that theſe Hereticks , 
of whom Saint Par! propheſied , and which «| 


lot 
appaered ſhortly after ii; the Church, utterly I} ,,, 
condemned Marriage in all, as an abominati- } Q 
on in it (elt : and taught "that all Creatures Y 


having life are compoſed of particles of the 
evil Deity, and therctore to be had in execra- | 
tion. Now, Sir, can you obſerve any athni- } þ 
ty between theſe Dotirines, and thoſe of the I 1 
Catholick Church, teaching that Marriage is | 
honourable in all, who are called to itz but I 1 
yet that Virginity eſp ecialy in perlons conle- } 
crated to God, is better : And again , that al} | ( 
Gods creatures are good , and to be received with | X 
thanks, giving , but yet on {ome tew days when 
weare tor the guod of our S xls to {ubdue our | 
carnal Luis, termenting in our Bodies, it 1s 
expedicnt to abſtain trom forne more nouriſh- 
ing meats, though otherwite in .themlelves | | 
lawful and good? 

Prot. I am fufhciently perſiyaded $aint Pau! 
never intended you in that Prophefie. And 
now , $7, it will not be neccflary you ſhould 
rroub'c your ſit ahont any other Points de- 
bated among, us : None ot which ( as ncithcr 
indeed the two lait ) being of ſuch momeut, 
as 'to oblige any unc fo break from any Chur: 


| chcs 


v 


ebes Communion at all : Since all the Doxbzy 
concerning them conſiſt in this, Whether 2 ſin- 
gle Chriſtian may ſafely judge himſelf wiſer aud 
bolyer then the Church. 

Cath. God Almighty eſtabliſh in your hcar: 
love of bis Truth and Peace. And now tor a fare- 
wel, give me leave to add a tew conliderations 
touching the general argument of both our Diſ- 
courſes. SONS LV 
Prot. I give it willing]y. 

$. 107. Cath. Then, Sir, you may remembcr 
how at our laſt meeting I told you thut it w s 
thc common artifice ot your C:at-overtits, when 
they are charge with Schiſmn, ro dclay the ox- 
amination of that mol} important Pozzt, till the 
Greek, Calends, that is, till all other particular 
Controverſies be debated to thor fſatistation, 
which will never be.But now I mult alter the cx- 

rcſlion, and tell you, it is not ſo much a vo- 
8106 artifice, as pure nccelſicy that put them, 
and you, upon that unreaſonable Meth94. 

S. 108. When a Cuatholick is examined why 
he is ſo, an Ayfwer 18 rcadily {uggezticd to hun, 
that it cuncerns the fatety ot his Soul to be a 
member of that Church which from his Creed 
he learns to be Holy and Catholick: and that 
the Roman is (uch, having all the Mars by 
which the only true Church 15 charact. rized in 


| Scripture. He aulwers directly to the Oroſtion, 


without comparing particular Texents of his 
Charch with thole ot other divided Corrgregatt 
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95, which requires much Study and learning 
b:yond the ability of ordinary Catholic) : 


whereas the moſt ſimple are unqueſtionably pcr-! 


£ 


{wadcd of the Authority of their Church and that 
keeps them fate 1n it, againſt all rhe captious 


Objeftions of Sedaries endeavouing to ſhake? 
their Faith in particular Dofrins, the ultifying ? 
Teachers and Gowcr- 


ot whictingplcaveh v0, 


HOHYS. 


| $+ 109. But a Proteſtant: being, examined, | 
Why (tor example) he is a Member of the Church | 


of England, it never enters into his thoughts 


to jultity his Church by the Marks of Unity, Au | 
tiquity , Succeſſion , Unizerſality , &'c. nor does | 
he pretend that his Church has any Arthority | 
trom Chri't to oblige him to bclieve her rathcr *? 


then any Fanatick Congregations , tor ſhe her 
ſelf will not fuffcr him to fay ſo. What docs 
he then ? Traly he leaves his (Church in a dc- 


ſpcrately torlorn condition 3 he never thinks ot 


cr, though ſhe be the ouly ſubje& of the @xc- 
#302, but diverts his fancy to ſpy out faults and 
crxours ell[where, comtorting himlclt with a 
pcrlwalion that he has tound then, though per- 
haps he be not able to penctratc into, or tinly 
ſtare one Point of Controverſice 

And this illogical Merbod, Sir, you have ob- 
ſerved in this Diſcuerſei: and as illogical as it 15, 
I am confident you caunot mend it': tor doubt- 
lets 1t you coul1;have turniſhed your {cit out 
of your Arti-eathelick Writers, or it your (cli 
| could 


L-þ 
; 


- coal 
4 men 
ot v 
1 wor 


F 
\ 


i But, Why are you 4 Proteſtant ? 125 


ph could invent any {pecious Arguments to recom- ty 
mend to any mans liking, or eſteem the Church ©; 
r-} of which you profeſs your ſelf a Mcmber, you 
it] would not have neglected the doing it 3 you 
154 would not have been quite filent in the only 
ic} matter which you were concerned to prove, 
gY Now, Sir, 1 am not dclirous to take advan- 
=} tage againſt you from your palt Method of pro- 
ceeding. Take your own time to think better 
, } of it, and if it be your pleaſure that we may 
þ | have a third Meeting, 1 ſhall willingly expc& 
S | a dire Anſwer to my Queſtiou, Why arc you 
= I ſtill » Proteſtant ? G 
1 Prot. I will through Gods Grace ſeriouſly 


- 4 m_—_ - 
Do ou wi are = 


s | 
y I think on this : and 1 will either provide a fa- 
r ] tistatory Anſwer, as you require, or give you 
” | leave to conclude, that my eyes are opened to 
5 | ſee the true Catholick Church, of which I will 
live and dye a faithful Member. 

$. 110+ Cath. Gods Holy Spiriz diref you, 
And be pleaſed to take this Admonition with 
| | you : That unleſs you can find out a way to 
| | demonſtrate ' the Proteſtant Church, in whoſe 
Communion you have hitherto lived, to be a true 
| Member incorporated into that Catholick, Chureb, 
which (unleis the Creed be falſe.) had a being 
before Proteſtancy was heard of, and ſo conti- 
nues the fame, your Soul is in evident danger, 
unlcls you forſake her : It will neceſſarily fol- . 
low alſo (except ſuch a Demonſtration can be 
produced) that, without furrher examination, 
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all thoſe ſpecial Dofrins, which you have hi- 


therto triumphed in, as Chriſtian Veritics, arc 
ecrtainly 1:lufions and errours, becauſe not pro- 

tſed in the ſame Catholick Church, 
1 Tim. 3. which alone is the Pillar and Ground 


SL of Truth, and whoſe Teaching = 
ſoever will not hear (and bzlieve) | 


Mat. 18. 1s, by our Szviurs ſentence, to be 
I 7. eſteemed as a Heathen and Publi- 
Cans 


6 111+ Andindced, to deal plainly with you, 


it was more then you could jultly challenge in 
the prelent occalion, that I ſhould have thc 
compliance fo far, as to attend unto the charges 
and accuſations laid by you againſt the ſpecial 
Dodrins of the Catholick, Church : for fuch ac- 
culations could have no place in an Anſwer to 
be made to the Oreſtzon propoſed in the begin- 
ning. Indeed it ] had now (as may be done 
another time) preciſely imputed Herefie to you, 
it might have been proper for you to ullihe 
your particular Texents, and alfo to recriminate. 
But it was only the Crime of Schiſm that I laid 
to the Charge of Proteſt aut Churches, and there- 
fore asked you the Queſtion, I/hy are you 4 
Proteſtznt * Now to this @wejtion, thus inten- 
ded, no Anfwer can be proper but ſuch an one 
by which you ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate 
that the Proteſtaut Church, in whoſe Commu- 
mou you live, is not Schiſmatical, that it 1s 

uot divided from the Carholick Church which 
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" | never did nor never ſhall fay), and that it has 
' | all the Marks which declare a Church to be 
' i] Cathvlich, This you have not done : and no 


1 wonder, Since you can find no help for ſuch a 


' | purpole from any of your Writers. And yet 
| | till that can be done, all other Diſputes are to 
| JF no purpole, neither can Catholicks be obliged 

1 to engage themſelves in them :; or it they de 


{o, it 15 only to ſhew you that, being evident- 
1 iy and conteſſedly Schiſmaticks, you are alſo He+ 
J rTeticks. 

1 $. 112. Now, Sir, Since I am aſſured you will 
] find it utterly impoſſible for you, this way, 
| to excuſe any of your lately creed Churches 
1 from the guilt of Schiſm 5 if fill notwith- 
1 ſtanding you will reſolve to perfiſt divided 
1 from that Catholick, Church, which has been 
1 deferted by them all, my fear is that for the 
ſtupifying of your Conſcience, you will think 
1 it neccſlary to make ule of that, lately ſo cry- 
ed up,S9cinan Opiat, I mean, that de. 

{perate Principle, That Schiſm is one Hule's 
of thoſe The»logical Scar-crows, with Dilcourſe 
which thoſe who hold a party in Reli- of Schilm 
gon wſe 20 fright away ſuch as making 

enquiry into it, are ready to relinquiſh and op- 
poſe it, if it either appear erroneous, or ſuſpicious 
IVhereas whoſoever ſhall, with a true and unpre- 
tended Conſcience , perſroade bimſelf , or but ſu- 
ſpe, that the Church requires a Profeſſion of falſe 
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[ and of this each particular perſon muſt be the 
Fudge in ſuch @ caſe he not only may, but is, oþ- 


iged to ſcparate from the Church : and by ſuch | 
Separtion not be, but the ( burch, is guilty of | 


Schiſm. Now, Sir, 1s not this Principle a Pre- 
ſervative of (overaign virtue againſt all remorſe 
ot Conſcience for Schiſm or Hercfie ? 

Pr1t. But what would you have a man fo 
perlwaded, or fo fuſp_ting Errours and Miſder 
meanors to bu in the Church, to do ? 

Cath, 1 redily enough grant, that in ſuch a 
Caſe the man mult neither protels, nor do any 
thing againlt his preſent cenſcience : And con, 
{-quently, I do not ſay, he muſt ſeparate, but 


it tne Church tor his obſtinate diſobedience ſhall | 
cait him out, he muſt be patient. But the 
truth is, his caſe is deplorable, tor every way | 


he is cxpoled to cxtreameſt-danger. It he con- 
forms againlt conſcience, he {ins mortally by 
damnable Hypocrifie, It he refuſes to conform, 
that is, to ſubmit his private perſwaſior, or Su- 
ſpicion, to the Teaching of the Church | 1 mean, 


the Catbolick, Church | his fin is yet more hey- | 


nous, being a rebellious Diſobedicace to the high- 
eſt and mot Divinely ftabliſhed Authority upon 


Earth, from the guilt of which Diſobediexce no | 
dictates of conſcience, how unpretended ſoever, | 
cn acquit hun. Otherwiſe none but falſe Hy- | 
pocrites and fſubtile pretenders of conſcience | 


can be guilty either of Schiſm or Hereſie : yea, 


cir 


| 


the proudcr menafe, the more ſelt-conceited of | 
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their own judgments, and more addicted to 
efitertain ſuſpition and contempt of their Su- 
periors, the more innocent they ſhall be. So 
that a full perſwaſion, or, it ſeems, but ſuſgi- 
tion that any Heretical Dofirines. are Orthodox, 
will excuſe all Hereticks, even: the moſt blal- 


phemous, from all yu and danger, and more- 
over, at the end of the account the Gorernours 


* | and lawful Teachers appointed by God in his 


Church, in caſe they excommunicate ſuch Or» 
thodox Hereticks, muſt alone be eſtecmed Here- 
ticks and Schiſmaticks, only for teaching Truth 


and doing their Duty. | 
$. 114+ Indeed, it he who called Schiſre a 


1 Theological Scar-crow had mtcndel to apply that 
{| Exprefſion to fingle divided Churches, whole 
1 birth has perhaps been within mans. memory, 


and particularly to the Church of England (ſome 
aa ab Dofdrins whereof, to my knows» 
ledge, he did not affent to, and whoſe Ecclefi- 
eftical Government he did not approve) his 4/- 
ſertion may be juſtified to be grounded on Rea- 
fon. For who can tell how a Separation tron 
any of them can be called Schiſn 3 of , Tenents 
contradiing theirs, Hereſie ? They all tmutu- 
ally favour one another with the Title of Pare 
Reformed and Sufficiently Ortbodox Churches : 
So that in which ſoever among them any one 
ſhall live, and from which ſoever of them any 
one ſhall think fit to depart, as liking another 
better, this, according to their common grounds, 
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muſt be accounted a matter, in a manner, in- 
difterent, and however there is in it no danger 


of mcurring the guilt of Schiſm, ſo it bz done | 
with an' «pretended Conſcience. It ſeems there- | 
fore to me an A unjuſt and unſuitable to the | 


grounds of Pure Reformation in ſome late Pre- 


latical IWriters, who charge with the Crime of | 


Schiſm their tender Conſcienced Orthodox Bre- 


thren tor deſerting their Communion : as it was | 


anciently in the Doyatiſts, thoſe Arch-contrivers 
ot Schiſms tor doing the ſame to the Primianiſts, 


Maximianiſts and Ropatiſts, ſubdivided Sets, | 


Spawned trom them. 


It is plain therefore that among all Refurmed | 


Congreoations, Schiſm is a meex Scar-crow, and 


the like may be ſaid of Hereſie : And the rea- | 


ſon is, becauſe both Hereſie and Schiſm muſt in- 
clude an oppoſition to that Church only which 
can julily challenge an Azthority to determin 
what Dudrins are true and necclary to be be- 
lieved by all Chrſtzans, aud to oblicge all under 
penalty ot Azathems's to joyn in her Commu+- 
wion : Which Authority only belongs to the 
Catholick. Church, and which is not ſo much 
as pretended to' by any Refurmed Congregati- 
ons. 

. $- 115- Hence it neccflarily. follows, that 
the entertaining, a perſwaſion that the Catholick 
Church (to which God hath made a Promiſe 
that be will lead ber into all Truth) is guilty ot 
ErrQurs, can proceed. only trom an excels of 
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Spiritual Pride ; But it is moreover 
A'mwitic, an obltruction- of Reaſon, Epiphan« 


upon a meer ſuſpicion. of ſuch Errors, Dit. 


to elteem one's Self obliged to ſepa 


J rate from her Communion. But ſo peſtilent is the 
Nature of Spiritual Sins, that though all men - 


condemn them, and moſt men are deeply fiain- 
ed with them, yet not any one cam ſee them in 
himſelf. Where ſhall we find an uſuring Op- 
preſſor acknowledge himſelf Covetous ? or an 
ambitious man, proud ? So never did any 
Schiſmatick, ſay, or think himſelt Such. He ac- 
knowledges that he ſeparates trom the Church, 
and boalts of it : yet he will not endure to be 
elteemed a Schiſmatick,, as it Sin lurked only 


in the Greek expreflion, 


To conclude, Unleſs .you will impute to all 
the Antient Councils and Holy Fathers ol Gods 


Chur ch not only the utmoſt cxtremity of 12n0- 
xance, and folly, but likewiſe a baſe partial in- 


tereſſedneſs, and, moſt execrable Tyranny in de- 
nouncing Anathema's againſt Diſſeaters and Se- 


paratiſts, you” will judge a Separation from Ca- 


tholick, Communion to be no vain Theological 
Sear;criyp. Such a fleight Opinion of the harm- 
leſneſs- of Schiſm was not tuft branched in this 
Age, Saint Auguſtine will intorm 

us, that in his days, There were Ang. E- 
ſome who ſaid, We thought it made fiſt. 45+ 
no mattcr where (that is, in what 


Communion) we preſerved the Faith of Chriſt : 
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But (ſaith he) thauks- be given to our Lord, who | 
bath gathered us from ſeparation,aud hath made ma- 
nifeſt to us, that this is a thing pleaſing to God,who 
Þ One, to be ſerved in Unity. Such horrour had | 


theſe great Lights of the Church of the Crime | 


Dionyſ- 
Alex. ap. cannot cure the deadly poyſon of it : 


of $S.hiſm, that according to their 
judgment, even Martyrdom it ſelf 


- Euſeb.l.5 And, that the Martyrdom to which 


Paciazy. 


Epit. 2. 


we expoſe our ſelves by hindring Sehiſm 
in the Church, i no leſs glorious, then 
that which i ſuffered for refuſing to 


Irenl. 4 Sacrifice to Idols : That there cannot 


Co 62» 


poſſibly be made any Reformation of 
ſuch importanee as the miſcbief of 


Schiſm is pernicious : And in a word, That it 


Aug F- 
iſt. 48. 
S&&ion of he 


the Hol 
courſe. 


canxot poſſibly be, that any one ſhould 
have @ juſt cauſe to ſeparate from Ca- 
tholick Communion. More to this 
urpple you may find in the Second 

ColleQion of Teſtimonies out'of 
y Fathers at the end of our former Dit- 


Prot. T1 well remeniber them ; therefore , it 
you pleale, here we may make an end. 

$+ 116+ Cath. Farcwel, Sir, and pardon the 
frequent urging of this rxoft neceſſary Admoni- 
- Fon. If I thought you would require it, 1 
could very eaſily have concluded this Diſcourſe, 
as I did the former, with a Colleioz of Teſtimo- 


nice from the Holy Fathers to juſlific the Chur- 
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ches Dofirins through all the Points here menti- 
oned. But fuch a Colle;ou having been the 
only Subje& of many great volumns publiſhed 


| by Catholick, Doftors, it will be ſuffcient to re- 


fer you to them. I will only defire you to take 
notice in peruting them, firſt, That never any 
ſuch Book, has been written by any Proteſtant. 
And ext, that ſuch ColleFions have been made 
by Catholicks to ſhew that their whole Religion, 
came by deſcent from the Antient Fathers : 
Whereas Proteſtants only upon a particular occa- 
fion, Sele& ſome obſcure, or ambiguous paſſges 
from their Writings, with a purpoſe -to calt a 
miſt before the eyes of unwary Readers that they 
may ſo elude the force of thoſe - Teftimonies far 
exceeding m number, and more perf{picuoully 
evident, produced by Cathbolicks. 
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